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TO LORD 


MY LORD, 


| THE turn which your lordſhip gave to the converſation of 


laſt night, having laid me under the neceſſity of vindicat- 
ing the ſtep I have lately taken in publiſhing Memoirs of my 
Life, I think I have a right to demand your opinion of the 
motives which I then explained; and this I aſk by way of 
appeal to your judgment from the ſentiments of thoſe who 
might perhaps think my inducements were weak. or frivolous. 
For, though no perſon in the company attempted to invali- 
date the arguments I advanced, I could perceive that one gen- 
tleman was not altogether convinced of the rectitude of that 
meaſure: you may remember he dropped ſeveral diſſenting 
hints, couched in the modeſt expreſſions of, With ſubmit- 
ſion to your ladyſhip's better judgment. But, to be ſure, you 
would not have taken ſuch a ſtep without firſt weighing the 
conſequences.—Your provocations were certainly very great, 
although the world is apt to put the worſt conſtructions upon 
every thing. And other ſuch prudential inſinuations, that 
are often more diſconcerting than the diſplayed objections of 
a declared antagoniſt; becauſe they ſeem to import ſome- 
thing of great weight, which perſonal reſpe& endeavours to 
1..ppreſs. Theſe ſententious fragments made ſuch impreſſion 
upon my mind, , that I have been all night long taſking my 
recollection, in order to diſcover the weak ſide of my defence; 
but, as one always ſees through the miſt of partiality in one's 
own c ncerns, I muſt have recourſe to your diſcernment, and 
ſcriouſly inſiſt upon knowing how far you approve the juſti- 
ficatioa of, my lord, your lordſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 


XxX x x 


ANSWER. 

MADAM, * TS 
CANNOT help obſerving, that the ſerious manner in 
which you aſk my opinion of the motives which induced 
you to publiſh your Memoirs, is exactly of a piece with the 
conduct of thoſe who conſult their friends, for approbation 
rather than advice, and by a diſappointment in their expecta- 
tions of applauſe, are more than ever wedded to their own in- 
ventions. How woul your ladyſhip look, ſhould I now, in 
conſeque.ce of your demand, aſſume the air of a ſevere mo- 


ralizer, ad tell you, that the ſtep you have taken, was alto. 


getlier precipitate and inexcuſable; thay vuu nave unnecetia. 
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[ iv 
ry avowed your own indiſcretion, incurred the reſentment of 
individuals, and attracted the repreaches of a cenſorious world; 
and that, over and above theſe diſadvantages, you have ſub- 
jected yourſe'f for ever to a life of domeſtick diſquiet, by in- 
cenſing the tyrant of whom you complain, beyond a poſltbi- 
lity of forgiveneſs or reconcijiation? Would not all the re- 

ſentment of a diſappointed author take poſſeſſion of your lady- 
ſhip; overcaſt that chearfulneſs of countenance with a ſullen 
frown, and lighten from thoſe fair eyes in gleams of diſplea- 
ſu e? No, you would be more ſurprized than offended at my 
, obſervations. You would believe you had been all along 
deceived in your opinion of my delicacy and underſtanding : 
you would be mortificd at the diſcovery of your own miſtake, 
and look upon me with compaſſion, as one cf thoſe tame, 
timid ratianaliſts, who being naturally phlegmatick and fear- 
ful, are utter ſtrangers to the refined ſenſations of the human 
heart, incapable of doing juſtice to thoſe melting tenderneſſes 
which they never felt, and too irreſolute to withſtand the 
torrent of ignorant, malicious, or wrong-headed clamour, when 
it affects a character in which their friendſhip ought to be 
intereſted. Your ſentiments, I own, would in that caſe be 
juſt, excepting that I ſhould engage your ladyſhip's pity » #1 
4cferving your contempt, and inftead of being deſpiſed as a 
cold friend, be {till regarded by you, as a weak and timorous 
well-wiſher. If your character ſuffered cruelly from miſre- 
preſentations; if your foibles were magniſied and mulciplied 
with all the aggravaticn of envy and fiftion ; if the qualitics 
of your heart were decried or traduced, and even your under- 
ſtanding called in queſtion ; I agree with your ladyſhip, that 
it was not only excuſeable, but highly neceſſary, to publiſh a 
detail of your conduct, which would acquit you of all or moſt 
of thoſe ſcandalous imputations. This taſk you have (in my 
opinion) performed, to the ſatisfaftion of all the intelligent 
and unprejudiced part of mankind. He muſt be very defi- 
cient in candour and feeling, who, in reading your Memoirs, 
is not intereſted in your favour; who does not eſpouſe the 
cauſe of beauty, innocence, and love; who does not fee that 
| as you once were, vou would ſtill hive continued to he the 
lf pattern of conjugal faith and felicity ; had not the croſs acci- 
1 dents of fortune forced you from the natural bias of your diſ- 
ut poſition: who does nut excuſe the tenderncfs, which youth 
| and ſenſibility, ſo ciicumſtanced, could not poſſibly reſiſt; and 
whe 
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V : 
who does not f;eely forgive the fault, when he conſiders the 
particulars of the temptation. He muſt be void of all taſte 
and reſtection, who does not admire your ſpirit, elegance, and 
ſenſe; and dead to all the finer movements of the ſou!, if he 
is not agitated, thrilled, and tranſported, with the pathetick 
circumſtances of your tory. Some people, who are your 
ladyſhip's friends, and highly entertained with the perform- 
ance, have withed you had ſpared yourſelf ſome unneceſſary 
confeſſions, which they thought could ſerve no end, but that 
of atioiding a handle to your enemies for cenſure th defama- 
tion: I myſelf, I own, was of the ſame opinion, until you 
convinced me, that in ſuppreſſing one circumſtance which 
might be afterwards diſco'ered, your fincerity through the 
v hole piece would have been called in queſtion. And what 
have you avowed, that your moſt malicious foes dare blame, 
except your diſregard of an unnatural contract, which 
(though authorized by the laws of your country) was im- 
poſed upon your neceſſity, youth, and inexperience ? Nor 


was this conduct the reſult of vicious levity and intemper- 


ance: you had already given undeniable proofs of your con- 
ſtancy and conjugal virtue, to the firſt lord of your affect ions, 
who wa. the choice of your love, and to whom your heart 
Was unalterably wedded. Your natural ſenſibility had been, 
by his extraordinary care, tenderneſs, and attention, cheriſhed 
and improved to ſuch a degree of delicacy, as could not poſſi- 
bly reliſh the attachment of the common run of huſbands, 
No wonder, then, that you was uncafy under a ſecond en- 
gagement fo much unlike the firſt; that every eircumſtance 
of the contraſt appeared to you in the moſt aggravating licht, 
and made. a ſuitable impreſſion upon your imagination; and 
that you was not inſenſible to thoſe attractions which had 
tormecly captivated your heart, nor able to reſiſt the flatter- 
ing inſinuations, incred: ble aſiduity, and ſurprizing perſeve- 
rance, of an ar'fullover. And ſure he couid not have choſen 
a more favourable opportunity to prefer ms ad.jrefles: your 
paitions were unuſually intendered by grief; you was diſa- 
ti>ficd, with your domeſtick ſ tuation; you was folitary for 
want of that int mate connection in fich you had been ſo, 
happy before, and your breaſt glowed with the moſt pathetick 
ſoſceptibility, while you was yet a ſtranger to the infidious 
u iles of man. In ſuch diſtreſs the mind longs for ſympathy 
and conſolation; it ſeeks to repoſe itſelf upon the tender 
A 2 friendſhip 


| (vi) 

friengſhip of ſome kind partner, that will ſhare and alleviate 
its forrows. Such a comforter appeared in the accomplithed 
youth: your judgment was pleaſed with his qualifications ; 
nis demeanor acquired your eſteem; your friendihip was en- 
gaged by his fincerity ; and your affeftion was inſenſibly ſub- 
dued. In ſhort, every thing conſpired to promote his ſuit, 
and my wonder is not that he ſucceeded, but that you held 
out ſo long. Your ſentiments with regard to thoſe who 
have inve'ghed agaiaſt your performance, are altogether con- 
formable to that good-ſenſe and bene volent diſpolition, which 
I have always admired and eſteemed. As for writers who 
have exerciſed their pens in abuſing your ladythip, they are 
either objects of mirth or compaſſion, They, poor harmleſs 
creatures, in their hearts, with you no evil. Their bufineſs 
is to eat, honeſtly if they can—but, at any rate, to eat, I 
am fully perſuaded, that for a very ſmall ſum you might en- 
gige the whole tribe to refute their own revilings, and bellow 
with all their might in your praiſe. It would really be un- 
charitable as well az abſurd, to expreſs the leaſt reſentment 
againſt ſuch feeble antagoniſts, who are literally the beings of 
a ſummer-day; they ate the noiſy inſets, which the ſun of 
merit never fails to produce; the ſhadows that continually 
accompany ſucceſs; and, indeed, a man might as well 3gh 

with his own ſhadow, as attempt to choſtiſe ſuch unſubſtan- 
tial phantoms. But of all the emotions of your heart, that 
which I am at preſent tempted to applaud, is the ſorrow you 
expreſs for having been obliged, in your own juſtification, to 
vilify and expoſe the man to whom your fate is inſeparably 
connected; and the laudable reſolution you have taken to 
live amicably with him for the future, provided he ſhall per- 
fiſt in that conduct, which he hath of late choſen to main- 
tain. On the whole, though you may have inflamed the vi- 
rulence of envy and malice, rouzed the reſentment of ſme 
whoſe folly and ingratitude you had occafion to diſplay, and 
incurred the cenſure of thoſe who think it their duty to ex- 


claim againſt the leaſt infringement of the nuptial tie, howſo- 


ever unequally impoſed ; your Memoirs will always be pe- 
ruſed with pleaſure by all readers of taſte and diſcernment, 
and your fame as a beauty and author, long ſurvive the ill 
offices of prejudice and perſonal animoſity. And now that I - 
have performed the taſk enjoined, give me leave to add, that 
I have the honour to be, Madam, your moſt devoted humble 
ſervaar, $5 6% 
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ADVENTURES 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


CIHAF.- I 


Peregrine arrives at the Garriſon, where he receives 
the laſt Admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who 
next Day refigns his Breath, and is buried according 

' to his own Direfions. Some Gentlemen in the Coun- 
try make a fruitieſs Attempt to accommodate Matlers 
betæuixt Mr. Gamaliel Pickie and his eldeſt Son. 


BOUT four o'clock in the morning our hero ar- 
rived at the garriſon, where he found his generous 
uncle in extremity, ſupported in bed by Julia on one 
ſide, and Lieutenant Hatchway on the other, while 
Mr. Jolter adminiſtered ſpiritual conſolation to his 
ſoul, and between whiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, 
wao, with her maid, fat by the fire, weeping with great 
decorum; the phyſician having juſt taken his laſt tee, 
and retired, after pronouncing the fatal prognoſtick, in 
which he anxiouſly wiſhed he might not be mittaken. 
Though tne commodore's ſpeech was interrupted by 
a violent hiccup, he ſtill retaincd the uſe of his ſenſes; 
and when Peregrine approached, ſtretched out his hand 
with manifeſt figns of ſatisfaction. The young gen- 
tleman, whoſe heart overflowed with gratitude and af- 
fection, could not behold ſuch a ſpectacle unmoved. 
He endeavoured to conceal his tendernets, which, in 


the wildneſs of his youth, and in the pride of his diſ- 


poſition, he conſidered as a derogation from his man- 
: hood ; 


8 | PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
hood ; but, in ſpite of all his endeavours, the tears 
guſhed from his eyes, while he kitled the old man's 
hand; and he was ſo utterly diſconcerted by his grief, 
that when he attempted to ſpeak, his tongue denied its 
office: ſo that the commodore, perceiving his diſorder, 
made a laſt effort of ſtrength, and conſoled him in theſe 
words. © Swab the ſpray from your bowſprit, my good 
Jad, and call up your ſpirits. You muſt not let the 
top- lifts of your heart give way, becauſe you fee me 
ready to go down at theſe years; many a better man 
has foundered before he has made halt my way; thof 
J truſt, by the mercy of God, I ſhall be ſure in port in 
a very few glafles, and faſt moored in a moſt bleſſed 
riding: for my good friend Jolter has overhauled the 
journal of my ſins; and by the obſervation he hath 
taken of the ſtate of my ſoul, I hope I ſhall happily 
conclude my voyage, and be brought up in the lati- 
tude of heaven. Here has been a doctor that wanted 
to ſtow me chock-tull of phyſick; but when a man's 
hour is come, what ſignifies his taking his departure 
with a *pothecary's ſhop in his hold? Theſe fellows 
come along-fide of dying men, like the meſſengers of the 
admiralty with failing orders: but I told him as how 
J. could ſlip my cable without his direction or aſſiſt- 
ance, and fo he hauled off in dudgeon. This curſed 
hiccup makes ſuch a rippling in the current of my 
ſpecch, that mayhap you don't underitand what I ſay. 
Now, while the ſucker of my wind- pump will go, I 

z7culd willingly mention a few things, which I hope 
vou will ſet down in the log-book of your remem- 
brance, when J am ſtiff, d'ye ice. There's your aunt 
ſitting vwimnpering-by the fre; I defire you will keep 
her tight, warm, and eaſy in her old age: ſhe's an ho- 
neſt heart in her own Way; and. thof ſhe goes a little 
cran':, and humourſome, by being often over: ſtowed 
with Nantz and religion, ſhe hath been a faithful ſhip- 
mate to me, and I dare fay never turned in with another 
man, ſince we firſt embarked in the fame bottom. 
Jack Ilatchway, you know tae trim of her as well as 

cer 
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&er a man in England, and I believe ſhe has a kindnets 
tor you; whereb, if you two will grapple in the way 
of matrimony, when J am gone, I do ſuppoſe that my 
godſon, for love of me, will allow you to live in the 
garriſon all the days of your life.” 

Peregrine aſſured him, he would with pleaſure com- 
ply with any requeſt he ſhould make, in behalf of two 
perſons whom he eſteemed ſo much. The heutenant, 
with a waggiſh ſneer, which even the gravity of the 
fituation could not prevent, thanked them both for their 
good-will, telling the commodore, he was obliged to 
him for his friendſhip, in ſeeking to promote him to 
the command of a vebel which he himſelf had wore out 
in the ſervice: that notwithſtanding, he ſhould be con- 
tent to take charge of her, though he could not help 
being ſhy of coming after ſuch an able navigator. 

Trunnion, exhauſted as he was, ſmiled at this ſally; 
and, after ſome pauſe, reſumed his admonitions in this 
manner. I need not talk of Pipes, becauſe I know 
you'll do for him, without my recommendation; the 
fellow has failed with me in many a hard gale, and PII 
warrant him as ſtout a ſeaman as ever ſet face to the 
weather: but IJ hope you will take care of the reſt of 
my crew, and not diſrate them after I am dead, in fa- 
vour of new followers. As for that young woman, 
Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I'm informed as how ſhe is 
an excellent wench, and has a reſpect for you; where- 
by, if you run her on board in an unlawful way, I leave 
my curſe upon you, and truſt you will never proſper in 
the voyage of life; but, I believe you are more of an 
honeſt man, than to behave. ſo much like a piiate. I 
beg of all love, you wool take care of your conſtitution, 
and beware of running foul of harlots, who are no bet- 
ter than ſo many mermaids, that fit upon the rocks at 
ſea, and hang out a fair face for the deſtruction of paſ- 
{cngers ; thof I muſt ſay, for my own part, I never 
met with any of thoſe ſweet ſingers, and yet I have 
gone to ſea for the ſpace of thirty years. But how- 
lomeyer, ſteer your courſe clear of all ſuch 3 

Itchèes. 
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bitches. Shun going to law as you would ſhun the de- 
vil, and look upon all attornies as devouring ſharks, or | 
ravenous fiſh of prey. As ſoon as the breath is out of | 
my body, let minute guns be fired, till I am ſafe under 
ground. I would alſo be buried in the red jacket I 
had on when I boarded and took the Renummy. Let 
my piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket-compaſs, be laid in the 
coffin along with me. Let me be carried to the grave 
by my own men, rigged in the black caps and white 
ſhirts which my barge's crew were wont to wear; and 
they muſt keep a good look out, that none of your pil- 
fering raſcallions may come and heave me up again, for 
the lucre of what they can get, until the carcaſe is be- 
layed by a tomb-ſtone. As for the motto, or what 
you call it, I leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who are 
{cholars ; but I do deſire, that it may not be engraved 
in the Greck or Latin lingos, and much leis in the 
French, which I abominate, but in plam Engliſh, that 
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when the angel comes to pipe all hands, at the great f 
day, he may know that I am a Britiſh man, and ſpeak þ 
fo me in my mother tongue. And now I have no more by 
to ſay, but God in heaven have mercy upon my ſoul, tl 
1 and fend you all fair weather, whercicever you are 5 
| bound!“ So ſaying, he regarded every individual ti 
zround him with a look of complacency, and cloſng t 
his eye, compoſed himſelf to reſt, while the whole au- WM .1 
+ dience (Pipes himſelf not excepted) were melted with 
1 ſorrow; and Mrs. Trunnion conſented to quit the * 
A room, that ſhe might not be expoſed to the unſpeakable 5 
vo anguiſh of ſeeing him expire. h _ 
KEE His laſt moments, however, were not ſo near as they tt 
1: imagined ; he began to doſe, and enjoyed ſmall inter- WM. 
1 vals of eaſe till next day in the afternoon; during Ha 
BK which remiſſions, he was heard to pour forth many 5 
; | pious ejaculations; expreſſing his hope, that, for all the 12 

1 heavy cargo of his fins, he ſhould be able to furmount 
| [/ the puttock ſhrouds of deſpair, and get aloft to the ju 
i croſs-trees of God's good favour, At laſt, his voice 5 

Ii | funk 1o ,low, as not to be diſtinguiſhed; and r 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 11 
laid about an hour, almoſt without any perceptible 
ſigns of life, he gave up the ghoſt, with a groan which 
announced his deceaſe. 

Julia was no ſooner certified of this melancholy 
event, than ſhe ran to her aunt's chamber, weeping 


aloud; and immediately a very decent concert was 


performed by the good widow and her attendants. Pe- 
regrine and Hatchway retired till the corpſe ſhould be 
laid out; and Pipes having ſurveyed the body, with a 
face of rueful attention, Well tare thy ſoul, old Haw- 
ſer Trunnion !* ſaid he: © man and boy I have known 
thee theſe five and amy ram and ſure a truer heart 
never broke biſcuit. any. a hard gale haſt thou 
weathered ; but now thy ſpells are all over, and thy 
hull fairly laid up. A better commander I'd never 
deſire to ſerve; and who knows but I may help to ſet 
up thy ſtanding rigging in another world!“ 

All the ſervants: of the houſe were affected with the 
loſs of their old maſter; and the poor people in the 
neighbourhood aſſembled at the gate, and by repeated. 
howlings, expreſſed their ſorrow for the death of their 
charitable benefactor. Peregrine, though he felt every 
thing which love and gratitude could infpire on this 
occaſion, was not ſo much overwhelmed with afflic- 
tion, as to be incapable of taking the management of 
the family into his own hands. He gave directions 
about the funeral with great diſcretion, after having 
paid the compliments of condolence to his aunt, whom 
he conſoled with the aſſurance of his inviolable eſteem 
and affection. He ordered a ſuit of mourning to be 
made for every perſon in the garriſon, and iftviting all 
the neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, not even ex- 
cepting his father and brother Gam, who did not, how- 
ever, honour the ceremony with their preſence ;z nor 
was his mother humane enough to viſit her ſiſter-in- 
law in her diftreſs, | 

In the method of interment, the commodore's in- 
junctions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the ſame time 


our hero made a donation gf fifty pounds to the wy 
of . 0 


i 
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12 PEREGRINE PICKLE. | 
of the pariſh, as a benefaction which his uncle had for- 
got to bequeath. ; 

Having performed theſe obſequies with the moſt pious 
punctuality, he examined the will, to which there was 
no addition ſince it had been firit executed; adjuſted the 
payment of all the legacies; and being ſole executor, took 
an account of the eſtate to which he had ſucceeded, and 
which, after all deductions, amounted to thirty thou- 
fand pounds. The poſſeſſion of ſuch a fortune, of 
which he was abſolute mafter, did not at all contribute 
to the humiliation of his ſpirit, but inſpired him with 
new ideas of grandeur and magnificence, and elevated 
his hope to the higheſt pinnacle of expectation. 

His domeſtick affairs being ſettled, he was viſited by 
almoſt all the gentlemen of the country, who came to 
pay their compliments of congratulation, on his acceſ- 
nion to the eſtate z and ſome of them offered their good 
ofiices towards a reconciliation betwixt his father 
and him, induced by the general deteſtation which 
was entertained for his brother Gam, who was by 
this time looked upon by his neighbours as a pto- 
digy of infolence and malice, Our young ſquire 
thanked them for their kind propoſal, which he ac- 
cepted ; and old Gamaliel, at their intreaties, ſeem- 
ed very well diſpoſed to an accommodation : but, as he 
would not venture to declare himſelf, before he had 
conſulted his wife, his favourable diſpoſition was ren- 
dered altogether ineffectual, by the inſtigat ions of that 
implacable woman; and our hero reſigned all expecta- 
tion of being reunited to his father's houſe. His bro- 
ther, as uſual, took all opportunities of injuring his 
character, by falſe aſperſions and ftories miſrepreſented, 


in order to prejudice his reputation: nor was his ſiſter 


Julia ſuffered to enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had 
he undergone ſuch perſecution from an alien to his 
blood, the world would have heard of his revenge 


but, notwithſtanding his indignation, he was too much 


tinctured by the prejudices of 2 to lift his 
arm in judgment againſt the fon of his own parents; 
| and 
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PEREGRIN® "PICKLE, 13 
and this conſideration abridged the erm of his reſi- 
dence at the garriſon, where he had propoſed to ſtay for 


ſome months. 
CHAP. It | 

The young Gentleman having ſettled his domeſtic A 

fairs, arrives in London, and ſets up a gay Equipage. 

He meets with Emilia, and is introduced to her Uncle. 
H S aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitations of Julia and her 

huſband, took up her quarters at the houſe of that 

affectionate kinſwoman, who made it her chief ſtudy to 
comfort and cheriſh the diſconſolate widow : and Jol- 
ter, in expectation of the living, which was not yet va- 
cant, remained in garriſon, in quality of land- ſteward 
upon our hero's country eſtate, As tor the lieutenant, 
our young gentleman communed with him in a ſerious 
manner, about the .commodore's propoſal of taking 
Mrs. Trunnion to wife; and Jack, being quite tired of 
the ſolitary ſituation of a batcheior, which nothing but 
the company of his old commander could have enabled 
him to ſupport ſo long, far from diſcovering averſion to 
the match, obſerved with an arch {mile, that it was not 
the firſt time he Lad commanded a veſſel in the abſence 
of Captain Trunnion; and therefore, if the widow was 
willing, he would cheartully ſtand by her helm; and, 
as he hoped the duty would not be of tong continuance, 
do his endeavour to the ſteer her fafe into port, where 
the commodore might come on board, and take charge 
of her again. f 

In conſequence of this declaration, it was determin- 
ed that Mr. Hatchway ſhould make bis addreſſes to 
Mrs. Trunnion, as ſoon as decency would permit her 
to receive them; and Mr. Clover and his wife promiſed 
to exert their influence in his behalf, Meanwhue, Jack 
was defired to live at the caſtle ag uſual, and aſſured, 
that it ſhould be put wholly in his poſſeſſion, as ſoon 
as he ſhould be able to accompliſh this matrimonial 
ſcheme. | 

When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points to his 
own ſatisfaction, he took leave of all his friends, and 
Vor. III. repalring 
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14 PEREGRINE PICKLEs 
repairing to. the great city, purchaſed a new chariot 
and horſes, put Pipes and another lacquey into rich li- 
veries, took elegant lodgings in Pall Mall, and made a 
moſt remarkable-appearance among the people of fa- 
ſhion. It was owing to this equipage, and the gaiety 
of his perſonal deportment, that common fame, which 
is always a common liar, repreſented him as a young 
gentleman who had juſt ſucceeded to an eſtate of five 
thouſand pounds per annum, by the death of an uncle; 


that he was intitled to an equal fortune at the deceaſe 


of his own father, excluſive of two conſiderable join- 
tures, which would devolve upon him at the demiſe of 
his mother and aunt. This report (falſe and ridicu- 
lous as it was) he could not find in his heart to contra- 
dict; not but that he was ſorry to find himſelf ſo miſ- 
repreſented : but his vanity would not allow him to 
take any ſtep that might diminiſh his importance in 
the opinion of thoſe who courted his. acquaintance, on 
the ſuppoſition that his circumſtances were actually as 
affluent as they were ſaid to be. Nay, ſo much was 
he infatuated by this weakneſs, that he reſolved to en- 
courage the deception, by living up to the report : and 
accordingly cngaged in the moſt expentive parties of plea- 
ſure; belicving that, before his preſent finances ſhould 
be exhauſted, his fortune would be effectually made, 
by the perſonal accompliſhments he ſhould have occa- 
ſion to diſplay to the beau monde, in the courſe of his 
extravagance, In a word, vanity and pride were the 
ruling toibles of our adventurer, who imagined himſelf 
ſufficiently qualified to retrieve his fortune in various 


| 1 long before he could have any idea of want or 


difficulty. He thought he ſhould have it in his power, 
at any time, to make prize of a rich heireſs, or opulent 
widow : his ambition had already aſpired to the heart 
of a young handſome ducheſs dowager, to whoſe ac- 
quaintance he had found means to be introduced ; ory 
ſhould matrimony chance to be unſuitable to his incli- 
nations, he never deubted, that by the intereſt he might 
acquire among the nobility, he ſhould be Ow with 
: 7 ome 
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fome lucrative poſt, that would amply recompenſe him 
for the liberality of his diſpoſition. There are many 
young men who entertain the fame expectations, with 
half the reaſorr he had to be lo preſumptuous. : 
In the midft of theſe chimerical calculations, his paſ- 
ſion for Emilia did not ſubſide; but, on the contrary, 
began to rage to ſuch an inflammation of defire, that 
her idea interfered with every other reflection, and ab- 
ſolutely diſabled him from proſecuting the other lofty 
ſchemes which his imagination had projected. He 
therefore laid down the honeſt reſolution of viſiting her 
in all the ſplendor of his ſituation; in order to practiſe 
upon her virtue with all his art and addreſs, to the ut- 
moſt extent of his influence and fortune. Nay, fo ef- 
fectually had his guilty paſſron abſorbed his principles 


of honour, conſcience, humanity, and regard for the 


.commodore's laſt words, that he was baſe enough to 


rejoice at the abſence of his friend Godfrey, who being 

then with his regiment m Ireland, could not dive into 

_ purpoſe, or take meaſures for fruſtrat ing his vicious 
eſign. 

Fraught with theſe heroick ſentiments, he determin- 
ed to ſet out for Suſſex in his chariot and ſix, attended 
by his valet de chambre and two footmen; and as he 
was now ſenſible, that in his laſt eſſay he had miſtaken 
his cue, he determined to change his battery, and ſap 
the fortreſs by the moſt ſubmiſſive, ſoft, and infinuating 
behaviour, 

On the evening that preceded this purpoſed expedi - 
tion, he went into one of the boxes at the playhouſe, as 
uſual, to ſhew himſelf to the ladies; and in reconnoi- 
tering the company through a glaſs, (for no other rea- 
ſon, but becauſe it was faſhionable to be purblind) per- 
ceived his miſtreſs very plainly dreſſed, in one of the 


ſeats above the ſtage, talking to another young woman 


of a very homely appearance. Though his heart beat 

the alarm with the utmoſt impatience at fight of his 

Emilia, he was for ſome minutes deterred from obey- 

ing the impulſe of his love, by the preſence of ſome 
| | B 2 ladies 
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ladies of faſhion, who, he feared, would think the worſe 
of him, ſhould they ſee him make his compliment in 
ublick to a perſon of her figure. Nor would the vio- | 
5 of his inclination have ſo far prevailed over his 
pride, as to lead him thither, had not he recollected, 
that his quality friends would look upon her as ſome 
handſome Abigail, with whom he had an affair of gal- 
lantry, and of conſequence give him credit for the in- 
trigue. Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied 
with the dictates of love, and flew to the place where 
his charmer fat, His air and dreſs were fo remark- 
able, that it was almoſt impoſſible he ſhould have 
eicaped the eyes of a curious obſcrver, eſpecially as he 
had choſen a time for coming in, when his entrance 
could not {ail to attract the notice of the ſpectators; I 
mean, when the whole houſe was huſhed in attention to 
the performance on the ſtage. Emilia, therefore, per- 
deived him at his firſt approach; ſhe found herſelf diſ- 
covered by the direction of his glaſs, and gueſſing his 
intention by his abrupt retreat from the box, ſummoned 
all her fortitude to her aid, and prepared for his recep- 
tion. He advanced to her with an air of eagerneſs and 
Joy, tempered with modeſty and reſpect, and expreſſed 
his fatisfa&ion at ſeeing her, with a ſeeming reverence 
of regard. Though ſhe was extremely well pleaſed at 
this unexpected behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed the emotions 
of her heart, and anſwered his compliments with af- 
fected eaſe and unconcern, ſuch as might denote the 
good-humour of a perſon who meets by accident with 
an indifferent acquaintance. After having certified 
himſelf of her own good health, he very kindly enquir- 
ed about her mother and Miſs Sophy ; gave her to un- 
derſtand, that he had lately been 3 with a letter 
from Godfrey; that he had actually intended to ſet out 
next morning on a viſit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which (now 
that he was ſo happy as to meet with her) he would 
2 until he ſnould have the pleaſure of attending 
ier to the country. After having thanked him for 
his polite intention, ſne told him, that her mother was 
expected in town in a few days, and that ſhe herſelf had 
come 
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PEREGRINE PICKLI E. 1 
come to London ſome weeks ago, to give her attend- 
ance upon her aunt, who had been dangerouſly ill, but 
was now pretty well recovered. | 

Although the converſation. of courſe turned upon 
general topicks, during the entertainment he took all 
opportunities of being particular with his eyes, through 
which he conveyed a thouſand tender proteſtations. 
She ſaw, and inwardly rejoiced at the humility of his 
looks ; but far from rewarding it with one approving 
glance, ſhe induftriouſly avoided this ocular intercourſe, 
and rather coquetted with. a young gentleman that 
ogled her from the oppoſite box. Peregrine's penetra- 
tion eaſily detected her ſentiments, and he was nettled 
at her diſſimulation, which ſerved to confirm him in 
his unwarrantable deſigns upon her perſon. He per- 
ſiſted in his aſſiduities with indefatigable perſeverance ; 
when the play was concluded, handed her and her 
companion to an hackney-coach, and with difficulty 
was permitted to eſcort them to the houſe of Emilia's 
uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by the young 
lady, as an intimate friend of her brother Godfrey. 

The old gentleman, who was no ſtranger to the na- 
ture of Peregrine's connection with his ſiſter's family, 
ge upon him to ſtay ſupper, and ſeemed particu- 
arly well pleaſed with his converſation and deport- 
ment, which, by help of his natural ſagacity, he won- 
derfully adapted to the humour of his entertainer. Af- 
ter ſupper, when the ladies were withdrawn, and the 
citizen called for his pipe, our ſly adventurer followed 
his example. Though he abhorred the plant, he ſmoak- 
gd with an air of infinite ſatisfaction, and expatiated 
upon the virtues of tobacco, as if he had been deeply 
concerned in the Virginia trade. In the progreſs of 
the diſcourſe, he conſulted the merchant's diſpoſition 
and the national debt coming upon the carpet, held 
forth upon the funds like a profeſſed broker. When 
the alderman complained of the reſtrictions and diſ- 
couragement of trade, his gueſt inveighed againſt ex- 
orbitant duties, with the nature of which he ſeemed as 

B 3 well 


18 PEREGRINE PICKLE. Y 
well acquainted as any commiſiioner of the cuſtoms ; ſo Wl 
that the uncle was aſtoniſhed at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that a gay young gen- 
tleman like him, ſhould have found either leiſure or in- 
clination to conſider ſubje&ts ſo foreign to the faſhion- 
able amuſements of youth. 3H 
Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, that 
he was deſcended from a race cf, merchants ; and, that 
early in life, he had made it his buſineſs to inſtruct 
himſelf in the different branches of trade, which he not 
only ſtudied as his family profeſſion, but alſo as the 
ſource of all our national riches and power. He then 
launched out in praiſe of commerce, and the promoters 
thereof; and by way of contraſt, employed all his ri- 
dicule, in drawing ſuch ludicrous pictures of the man- 
ners and education of what is called high life, that the 
trader”s ſides were ſhaken by laughter, even to the dan- 
ger of his life; and he looked upon our adventurer as a | 
miracle of ſobriety and good-ſenſe. | 4 
Having thus ingratiated himſelf with the uncle, Pe- 
regrine took his leave, and next day in the forenoon | 
viſited the niece in his chariot, after ſhe had been ad- 
moniſhed by her kinſman to behave with circumſpec- 
tion, and cautioned againſt neglecting or diſcouraging 
the addreſſes of ſuch a valuable admirer. 
CHAP, III. 
He proſecutes his Deſign upon Emilia with great 
: Art and Perſeverance. 
UR adventurer, having by his hypocriſy obtained 
— irce acceſs to his miſtreſs, began the ſiege, by pro- 
feſſing the moſt ſincere contrition for his former levity, | 
and imploring her forgiveneſs with ſuch earneſt Lappli. 
cation, that, guarded as ſhe was againſt his flattering 
arts, ſhe began to helieve his proteſtations, which were 
even accompanied with tears, and abated a good deal 
of that ſeverity and diſtance ſhe had propoſed to main- 
tain during this interview. She would not, however, 
favour him with the leaſt acknowledgment of a mutual 
paſſion, hecauſe, in the midſt of his vows of eternal 
conſtancy 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 19 
conſtancy and truth, he did not mention one ſyllable of 
wedlook, though he was now entirely maſter of his 
own conduct; and this conſideration created a doubt 
wich fortified her againſt all his attacks: yet, what 
her diſcretion would have concealed, was diſcovered by 
her eyes, which, in ſpite of all her endeavours, breathed 
forth complacency and love. For her inclination was 
flattered by her own ſelf-ſufficiency, which imputed 
her admirer's filence, in that particular, to the We 
and perturbation of his ſpirits, and perſuaded her, that 
he could not poſſibly regard her with any other than 
honourable intentions. 8 | 

The inſidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs of her 
looks, from which he preſaged a compleat victory; 
but, that he might not over-ſhoot himſelf by his own 
precipitation, he would not run the riſk of declaring 
himſelf, until her heart ſhould be ſo far entangled 
within his ſnares, as that neither the ſuggeſtions of ho- 
nour, prudence, or pride, ſhould be able to diſengage 
it. Armed with this re{olution, he reſtrained the im- 
patience of his temper within the limits of the moſt de- 
licate deportment. After having ſolicited and obtain» 
ed permiſſion to attend her to the next opera, he took 
her by the hand, and preſſing it tc his lips in the moſt 
reſpectful manner, wert away, leaving her in a moſt 
whimſical ſtate of ſuſpenſe, chequered with an intereſt- 
ing viſſicitude of hope and fear. 

On the appointed day, he appeared again about five 
o' clock in the afternoon, and found her native charms 
ſo much improved by the advantages of dreſs, that he 
was tranſported with admiration and delight; and 
while he conducted her to the Hay-Market, could 
ſcarce bridle the impetuoſity of his paſſion, ſo as to 
obſerve the forbearing maxims he had adopted. When 
ſne entered the pit, he had abundance of food for the 
gratification « his vanity; for, in a moment, ſhe 
eclipſed all the female part of the audience, each indi- 


vidual allowing in her own heart, that the ſtranger 


Was 
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was by far the handſomeſt woman there preſent, except 


herſelf, 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double triumph; 
he was vain of this opportunity to enhance his reputa- 
tion for gallantry among the ladies of faſhion, who 
knew him, and proud of an occaſion to diſplay his 
quality acquaintance to Emilia, that ſhe might enter- 
tain the greater idea of the conqueſt ſhe had made, and 
pay the more deference to his importance in the ſequel 
of his addrefſes. That he might profit as much as 
poſſible by this ſituation, he went up and accoſted every 
perſon in the pit, with whom he ever had the leaſt com- 
munication ; whiſpered and laughed with an affected 
air of familiarity, and even bowed at a diſtance to ſome 
of the nobility, on the ſlender foundation of having 
ſtood near them at court, or preſented them with a 
pinch of rappee at White's chocolate- houſe. 

This ridiculous oftentation, though now practiſed 
with a view of promoting his deſign, was a weakneſs 


that in ſome degree infected the whole of his behaviour; | 


for nothing gave him fo much joy in converfation, as 
an opportunity of giving the company to underſtand, 
how well he was with perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and 
character: he would often (for example) obſerve, as it 
were occaſionally, that the Duke of G—— was one of 
the bceſt-natured men in the world, and illuſtrate this 
aſſertion by ſome inſtance of his affability, in which he 
himſelf was concerned; then, by an abrupt tranſition, 
he would repeat ſome. repartee of Lady T , and 
mention a certain bon mot of the Earl of C-—, which 
was uttered in his hearing, 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make 
free with the names, though they have never had acceſs 
to the perſons of the nobility; but this was not the 
caſe with Peregrine, who, in conſideration of his ap- 
pearance and ſuppoſed fortune, together with the ad- 
vantage of his introduction, was by this time freely 
admitted to the tables of the great. el 
In the return with Emilia from the opera, noun 
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pt MW ill maintained the moſt ſcrupulous decorum in his 
ko chaviour, he plied her with the moſt paſſionate expreſ- 
hs ſions of love, ſqueezed her hand with great fervency, 
a- proteſted that his whole foul was engroſſed by her idea, 
ho and that he could not exiſt independent of her favour. 
iis Pleaſed as ſhe was with his warm and pathetick ad- 
r- dreſſes, together with the reſpectful manner of his mak- 
ad ing love, ſhe yet had prudence and reſolution ſufficient 
1el to contain her tenderneſs, which was ready to run over; 
as being fortified againſt his arts, by reflecting, that if 
ry his aim was honourable, it was now his buſineſs to de- 
m clare it. On this conſideration, ſhe refuſed to make 
ed any ſerious reply to his earneſt expoſtulations, but af- 
me tected to receive them as the undetermined effuſions of 
ng callantry and good-breeding. 
1 4 This fictitious gaiety and good-humour, though it 
| baffled his hope of extorting from her an 2cknowledg- 
ſed ment of which he might have taken immediate advan- 
zeſs tage, nevertheleſs encouraged him to obſerve, (as the 
ur; I chariots paſſed along the Strand) that the night was 
as far advanced; that ſupper would certainly be over be- 
nd, fore they could reach her uncle's houſe; and to pro- 
and poſe, that he ſhould wait upon her to ſome place, where 


s it they might be accommodated with a ſlight refreſhment. 
e of She was offended at the freedom of this propoſal; which, 
this however, ſhe treated as a joke, thanking him for his 
| he courteous offer, and aſſuring him, that when ſhe ſhould 
ion, be diſpoſed for a tavern treat, he alone ſhould have the 
and honour of beſtowing it. | 

; Her kinſman being engaged with company abroad, 
and her aunt retired to reſt, he had the good fortune to 
enjoy a t&te-a-tete with her during a whole hour, which 
he employed with ſuch conſummate ſkill, that her cau- 
tion was almoſt overcome. He not only aſſailed her 
with the artillery of ſighs, vows, prayers, and tears, 
but even pawned his honour in behalf of his love. He 
{wore with many imprecations, that although her heart 
were ſurrendered to him at diſcretion, there was a prin- 
ciple within him, which would never allow him to in- 
jure 


jure ſuch innocence and beauty; and the tranſports of 
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his paſſion had, upon this occaſion, fo far over-ſhot his | 4 
purpoſe, that if the had demanded an explanation, | 
while he was thus agitated, he would have engaged 
himſelf to her wiſh by ſuch ties, as he could not poſſi- 
bly break with any regard to his reputation. But from 
ſuch expoſtulation ſhe was deterred, partly by pride, 
and partly by the dread of finding herſelf miſtaken in 
ſuch an intereſting conjecture, She therefore enjoyed | 
the preient flattering appearance of her fate, was pre- 
vailed upon to accept the jewels, which he purchaſed 


with part of his winning at Bath, and with the moſt H 
enchanting condeſcenſion ſubmitted to a warm embrace; WF 
when he took his leave, after having obtained permiſ- f 


ſion to viſit her, as often as his inclination and conve- 
nience would permit. 


In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoyed up 


with his ſucceſs to an extravagance of hope; already i 
congratulated himſelf upon his triumph over Emilia's | 10 
virtue; and began to project future conqueſts among . 
the moſt dignified characters of the female ſex, But . 
his attention was not all diſſipated by theſe vain reflec- WW. 


tions; he reſolved to concentrate the whole exertion of 
his ſoul upon the execution of his preſent plan; deſiſted, 
in the mean time, from all other ſchemes of pleaſure, in- 
tereſt, and ambition ; and took lodgings in the city, for 
the more commodious accompliſhment of his purpoſe. 
While our lover's imagination was thus agreeably 
regaled, his miſtreſs did not enjoy her expectations, 
without the intervention of doubts and anxiety. His 
ſilence touching the final aim of his addreſſes was a 
myſtery on which ſhe was afraid of exerciſing her ſaga- 
city; and her uncle tormented her with inquiries into 
the circumſtances of Peregrine's profeſſions and deport- 
ment. Rather than give this-relation the leaſt cauſe of 
ſuſpicion, which mult have cut off all intercourſe be- 
twixt her and her admirer, ſhe faid every thing which 
ſhe thought would fatisfy his care and concern for her 
yvcifare z and in conſequence of ſuch repreſentation, ſhe 
enjoyed, 
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njyed, without reſerve, the company of our adven- 
urer, who proſecuted his plan with ſurprizing eager- 
eis and perſeverance. | 

| CHAT, 

He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a Maſque- 
rade; makes a treacherous Attempt upon her 4fec- 
tion, and meets with a deſerved Repulſe. 

CARCE a night elapſed in which he did not con- 
O duct her to ſome publick- entertainment. When, 
»y the dint of his inſiduous carriage, he thought him- 


s of} 
t his 
tion, | 
aged 


zofſi- 
from 


en in 


oyed 


Pre, Milf in full poſſeſſion of her confidence and affection, he 
naſed lay in wait for an opportunity; and hearing her ob- 
molt Mflerve in converſation, that ſne had never been at a maſ- 
1 juerade, begged leave to attend her to the next ball; at 
rmiſ- ne ſame time, extending his invitation to the young 
onve- Wy, in whoſe company he had found her at the play, 
ſhe being preſent when this ſubject of diſcourſe was in- 
ed up troduced. He had -flattered himſelf that this gentle- 
ready woman would decline the propofal, as ſhe was a perſon 
ulia's| eemingly of a demure diſpoſition, who had been born 
mong end bred in the city, where ſuch diverſions are looked 
But pon as ſcenes of lewdneſs and debauchery. For once, 
reflec- BY owever, he reckoned without his hoſt ; curiolity is as 
ion ol HPrevalent in the city as at the court end of the town : 
_—_ Emilia no ſooner ſignified her aſſent to his propoſal, 
165 2 


for than her friend; with an air of ſatisfaction, agreed to 
yo or Wnake one of the partie; and he was obliged to thank 
Pole, ier for that complaiſance which laid him under infinite 


ceably WW rortification. He ſet his genius at work, to invent 
tions, Wome tcheme for preventing her unſeaſonable intruſion. 

His lad an opportunity offered, he would have acted as 
Was Ahier phyſician, and adminiſtered a medicine that would 
ſaga-Miave laid her under the neceſſity of ſtay ing at home; 
es LOWS ut his acquaintance with her being too flight to fur- 
leport. Pim him with the means of executing this expedient, 
_ ie deviſed another, which was practiſed with all ima- 
4 be. 


ginable ſucceſs. Underſtanding that her grandmother 

ad left her a ſum of money independent of her parents, 

ie conveyed a letter to her mother, intimating, that her 
daughter, 


which 


for her 


on, ſhe 


joyed, 


Market, he being dreſſed in the habit of a Pantaloon, 
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daughter, on pretence of going to the maſquerade, in- 
tended to beſtow herſelf in marriage on a certain per- | 
ſon, and that in a few days ſhe would be informed of | 
the circumſtances of the whole intrigue, provided ſhe 
would keep this information ſecret, and contrive ſome 
excule for detaining the young lady at home, without 
giving her cauſe to believe ſhe was apprized of her in- 
tention. This billet, ſubſcribed; © Your well-wiſher, | 


and unknown humble ſervant,” had the defired effect 
upon the careful matron ; who, on the ball-day, feign- 
ed herſclf ſo extremely ill, that Miſs could not, with 


any decency, quit her mamma's apartment ; and there- | 


fore ſent her apology to Emilia in the afternoon, imme- 
diately after the arrival of Peregrine, who pretended to 
be very much afflicted with the diſappointment, while 
his heart throbbed with a tranſport of joy. : 
About ten o'clock the lovers ſet out for the Hay- 


and ſhe in that of Columbine; and they had ſcarce en- 
tered the houſe, when the muſick truck up, the curtain 
was withdrawn, and the whole ſcene diſplayed at once, 
to the admiration of Emilia, whoſe expectation was in- 
finitely ſurpaſſed by. this exhibition. Our gallant hav- 
ing conducted her through all the different apartments, 
and defcribed the oxconomy of the place, led her into 
the circle, and, in their turn, they danced ſeveral mi- 
nuets; then going to the {ide-board, he prevailed upon 
her to eat ſome ſweetmeats and drink a glaſs of Cham- 
pagne. After a ſecond review of the company, they 
engaged in country-danccs, at which exerciſe they con- 
tinued, until our adveniurer concluded, that his part- 
ner's blood was ſufficiently warmed tor the proſecution 
of his deſign. On this ſuppoſition, which was built 
upon her declaring, that ſhe was thirſty and fatigued, 


he perſuaded her to take a little retreſhment and repoſe; 

and for that purpoſe, handed her down ſtairs into the 

eating-room, where, having ſeated her on the floor, he 

preſented her with a glaſs of wine and water; and, as 

the complained of being faint, enriched the draught 
| with 
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in- WW with ſome drops of a certain elixir, which he recom- 
ber- mcnded as a moſt excellent reſtorative, though it was 
of no other than a ſtimulative tincture, which he had 
ſhe WY treachcroutly provided for the occaſion. Having ſwal- 


"me lowed this potion, by which her ſpirits were manifeſtly 
out il cxhilirated, ſhe ate a ſlice of ham, with the wing of a 
in- cold pullet, and concluded the meal with a glaſs of 
her, Burgundy, which ſhe drank at the earneſt intreaty of 


fect her admirer. Theſe extraordinary cordials co-operat- 
gn- ing with the ferment of her blood, which was heated 
vith by violent motion, could not fail to affect the conſtitu- 
ere - ¶ tien of a delicate young creature, who was naturally 
me- ſpriglitly and volatile. Her eyes began to ſparkle with - 
d to unuſual fire and vivacity, a thouſand brilliant ſallies of 
chile wit eſcaped her, and every maſk that accoſted her un- 


derwent ſorae ſmarting repartee. 


Iay- Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his adminiſtra- 
oon, tion, propoled that they ſhould reſume their places at 
en- the country-dances, with a view to promote and aſſiſt 
"tain the efficacy of his elixir; and when he thought her dit- 
once, poſition was properly adapted for the theme, began to 
s in- phy her with all the clocution of love. In order to 
hav-clevate his own ſpirits to that pitch of reſolution which 
ents, his ſcheme required, he drank two whole bottles of 
into WW Burgundy, which inflamed his paſſton to ſuch a degree, 
mi- that he found himſelf capable of undertaking and per- 
upon Wl petrating any ſcheme for the gratification of his deſire. 
1am- Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring incentives, 


they in favour of the man ſhe loved, abated conſiderably of 


con- her wonted reſerve, liſtened to his proteſtations with 
part- W undilkernvled pleaſure, and in the confidence of her ſa- 
ution tis faction, even o n̊ned him abſolute matter of her affec- 
built MW tions. Raviſhed with this confeſſion, he now deemed 
zued, WM bimielt on the brink of reaping the delicious fruits of 
poſe; his art and aſſiduity; and the morning being already 
o the pretty far advanced, afſented with rapture to the firſt 
Ir, he ¶ propolal ſhe made of retiring to her lodgings. The 
id, as blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he took advan- 
aught tage of the favourable ſituation of her thoughts, and on 
with Vor. III. C pretence 


LY 


r 
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;retence of being whimſical, in conſequence of the wine 
Ne had ſwallowed, claſped her 3 in his arms, and imprint- 

ed a thouſand kiſes on her pouting lips, a freedom 

which ſhe pardo! ed as the privilege of intoxication. 

While he thus indulged himſelf with impunity, the 

carriage halted, and Pipes opening the door, his maſter 

handed her into the paſſage, before ſhe perceived that 
it was not her uncle's houle, at which they had alighted. 

Alarmed at this diſcovery, ſhe with ſome confuſion 
deſired to knew his reaſon for conducting her to a 
ftrange place at theſe hours : but he made no reply, un- 
til he had led her into an apar een when he gave her 
to underftand, that as her uncle's family muſt be diſ- 
turbed by her going thither to Rte in the night, and the 
ſtreets near Temple- bar were infeſted by a multitude 
of robbers and cut-throats, he had or: dcred his coach- 
man to halt at this houſe, whit was kept by a relation 
of his, a mighty good fort of a gentlewoman, who would 
be proud of an opportunity to accommadate à perſon 
for whom he was known to entertain ſuch tenderneſs 
and eſteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be impoſed up- 
on by this plauſible pretext: in ſpite of her partiality 
for Peregrine, which had never been inflamed to ſuch a 
PR of complacency before, ſhe comprehended his 
whole plan in a twinkling. Though her blood boiled 


with indignation, ſhe thanked him with an affected air 


of ſerenity for his kind concern, and expreilſed her ob- 
ligation to his couſin 3 but, at the ſame time, inſiſted 
upon going home, Ic ſt her abſence ſhould tc: rrify her 
uncle and © aunt, who ſhe knew would not retire to ref 
till her return. He urged her, with a thouſand re- 
monſtrances, to conſult he: own eaſe and ſafety, pro- 
miſing to fend Pipes into the city, fur the ſatis faction 
of her relations: but find ing her obſtinately deat to his 
mtreatics, he aſſured her, that he would in a few mi- 
nutes comply with her requeſt; and, in the mean time, 
begged ſhe would fortity herſelf againtt the cold with a 
cordial, which he poured out in her preſence, and 


which 
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which (now that her ſuſpicion was ar ouzed) ſhe refuſed 
to take, notwithſtanding all his importunities. He then 
fell upon his knees before her, and the tears guſhing 


from his eyes, ſwore that his paſſion was wound up to 


ſuch a pitch of impaticnce, that he couldno longer live 
upon the unſubſtantial food of expectation; and that, 
it ſhe would not vouchſafe to crown his happineſs, he 
would forthwith ſacrifice himſelf to her diſdain. Such 
an abrupt addreſs, accompanicd with all the ſymptoms 
of ranks, agitation, could not fail to perplex and at- 
fright the ge ntle Emilia; ; who, after ſome recollection, 
replied with a reſolute tone, that ſhe could not ſee what 
reaſon he had to complain of her reſerve, which ſhe was 
not at liberty to lay entirely aſide, until he ſhould have 
avowed his intentions in form, and obtained the ſanc- 
tion of thoſe whom it was her duty to obey. Divine 
creature !* cried he, ſeizing her hand, and preſſing it to 
his lips, © it is from you alone I hope for that conde- 
ſcenſion, which would overwhelm me with tranſports 
of celeſtial blits, The ſentiments of parents are ſor- 
did, filly, and confined; ſeek not then to ſubje&t my 
Anon to ſuch low reſtr ictions as were calculated 
Fo t the purpoſes of common life, My love is too deli- 
cate and reſined to wear thoſe vulgar fetters, which 
ſerve only to deſtroy the merit of voluntary affection, 
and to upbraid a man inceff intly with the articles of 
compulſion, under which he lies. My dear angel! 
pare me the mortification of being compelled to love 
you, and reign fole empreſs of my heart and fortune. I 
will not affront you ſo much as to talk of ſettlements ; 
ny all is at your diſpoſal. In this pocket-book are 
notes to the amount of two thouſand pounds; do me 
the pleaſure to accept of them; to-morrow I will lay 
ten t1ouſand more in your lap. In a word, you ſhall 
be miſtre!s of my whole eſtate, and I ſhall think myſelf 
happy in living dependent on your bounty !* | 
Heavens! what were the emotions of the virtuons, 
he ſenſihle, the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, 
when ſhe heard this inſolent declaration from the mouth 
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of a man whom ſhe had honoured with her affection 
and efteem! It was not ſimply horror, grief, or indig- 
nation, that ſhe felt, in conſequence of this unworthy 
treatment, but the united pangs of all together, which 
produced a fort of hyſterick laugh, while the told him, 
that the could not help admiring his generoſity. 

Deceived by this convulſion, and the ironical compli- 
ment that attended it, the lover thought he had already 
made great progreſs in his operations, and that it was 
now his buſineſs to ſtorm the fort by a vigorous affaut, 
that he might ſpare her the confuſion of yielding with- 
out reſiſtance. Poſſeſſed by this vain ſuggeſtion, he 
ſtarted up, and folding her in his arms, began to obey 
the furious dictate of his unruly and ungenerous deiire. 
With an air of cool determination, ſh: demanded a par- 
ley ; and when, upon her repeated requeſt, he granted 
it, addreſſed herſelf to him in theſe words, while her 
eyes gleamed with all the dignity of the moſt awful re- 
ſentment. Sir, I ſcorn to upbraid you with a repe- 
tition of your former vows and proteſtations, nor will 


I recapitulate the little arts you have praiſed to en- , 


inare my heart ; becauſe, though by dint of the moſt 


perfidious diſſimulation, you have found means to de- 


ceive my opinion, your utmoſt efforts have never been 
able to lull the vigilance of my conduct, or to engage 
my affection beyond the power of diſcarding you wita- 
out a tear, whenever my honour ſhould demand ſuch a 
ſacrifice. Sir, you are unworthy of my concern or re- 
gret, and the ſigh that nov {truggles from my breaſt, 


is the reſult of forrow, for my own want of diicern- 


ment. As for your preſent attempt upon my chaſtity, 
I defpiſe your power as I deteſt your intention. 
Though, under the maſk of the moſt delicate reſpect, 
you have decoyed me from the immediate protection of 
my friends, and contrived other impious ſtratagems to 
ruin my peace and reputation, I confide too much in 
my own innocence, and the authority of the law, to ad- 
mit one thought of fear, much leſs to fink under the 
horror of this ſhocking ſituation, into Which I have 
bes 
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been ſeduced, Sir, your behaviour on this occaſion, 
is, in all reſpects, low and contemptible : for, ruffian 
as you are, you durſt not harbour one thought of exe- 
cuting your execrable ſcheme, while you knew my 
brother was near enougn to prevent or revenge the in- 
ſult; fo that you muſt not only be a treacherous vil- 
Jain, but a moſt deſpicable coward !“ Having expreſſed 
hericlt in this manner, with a moſt majeſtick ſcverity of 
alpect, ſhe opened the door, and walking down ſtairs 
with ſurprizing reſolution, committed herſelf to the 
care of a watchman, who accommodated her with a 
hackney chair, in wlüch ſhe was ſafely conveyed to her 
uncle's houſe, 

Mcanwhile, the lover was fo confounded and over- 
awed by theſe cutting reproaches, and her animated 
behaviour, that all his relolution forſook him, and he 
found himſelf not only incapable of obſtructing her re- 
treat, but even of uttering one ſyllable to deprecate her 
wrath, or extenuate the guilt of his own conduct. The 
nature of his diſappointment, and the keen remorſe that 
ſcized him, when he reflected upon the diſhonourable 
footing on which his character ſtood with Emilia, raiſ- 
ed ſuch perturbation in his mind, that his filence was 
ſucceeded by a violent fit of diſtraction, during which 
he raved like a Bedlamite, and acted a thouſand extra- 
vagances, Which convinced the people of the houle (a 
certain bagnio) that he had actually loſt: his wits, 
Pipes, with great concern, adopted the fame opinion 
and, being aſſiſted by the waiters, hindered him, by 
man torce, from running out and purſuing the fair fu- 
gitivez; whom, in his delirium, he alternately curſed 
and commended, with horrid imprecations an laviſh 
applauſe, His faithful valet, having waited two whole 
hows, in hope of fecing this gutt of paſſion overblown, 
and perce.ving that the paroxy{m ſeemed rather to in- 
creaſe, very prudently ſent for a phyſician of his mal. 
ter's acquaintance z who having conſidered the circum- 
ſtances and ſymptoms of the diſorder, directed that he 
ſhould be plentitully blooded, without loſs of time, and 
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1 preſcribed a draught to compoſe the tumult of his ſpi- l 
* rits. Theſe orders being punctually performed, he 
1 grew more calm and tractable; recovered his reflection a 
bl | ſo far, as to be aſhamed of the ext2fy he had undergone; 4 | 
1 | fuffered himſelf quietly to he undreſſed, and put to beds WM * 
5 where the fatigue occaſioned by his cxercile at the maſ- | 
i | querade, co-operated with the preſent diſſipation of his 
'F ſpirits to lull him into a profound ſleep, which greatly , 
| tended to the preſervation of is intelle&s : not that he l 
Wl | found himſelf in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity, when he a 
„ awaked about noon. The remembrance of what had , 
| paſſed overwhclmed him with mortification. Emilia's . 
1 invectives ſtill ſounded in his ears: and while he deeply 
| reſented her diſdain, he could not help admiring her i 
ſpirit, and in his heart did homage to her charms, t 
= CHAT Y. : 
He endeawours to reconcile himſelf to his Miſtreſs, and 
expoſiulotes avith the Uncle, who forbids hin the Houſe. i 
N this ſtate of diviſion, he went home to his own lodg- 0 
ings in a chair; and while he deliberated with him- | i 
ſelf whether he ſhould relinquiſh the purſuit, and endea- 8 
: vour to baniſh her idea from his breaſt, or go immedi. 7 
i ately and humble himſelf before his exaſperated mil- l 
4 treſs, and offer his hand as an atonement ror his crime, t 
I his ſervant put in his hand a packet, which had been t 
1 delivered by a ticket-porter at the door. He nc ſooner P 
N perceived that the luperſeription was in Emilia's hand- I 
5 writing, than he gueſſed the nature of the contents; and L. 
1 opening the ſeal with diſordered eagernets, found the f 
jewels he had given to her, incloſed in a billet couched h 
| in theſe words— 0 
Wl | THAT I may have no cauſe to reproach 0 
* © myſelf with having retained the leaſt memorial of a c 
| * wreich whom J equally deſpiſe and abhor, I take this tl 
* opportunity of reſtoring theſe in ffectual inſtruments n 
in © of his infamous deſign upon the honour of A 
8 | © EMILIA.? A 
| His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed at the 
bitternels of this contemptuous meſſage, that he gnawed . 
| his 
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his ſingers till the blood ran over his nails, and even 
wept with vexation. Sometimes he vowed reven 
againſt her haughty virtue, and reviled himſelf for his 
precipitate declaration, before his ſcheme was brought 
to maturity; then he would conſider her behaviour 
with reverence and regard, and bow before the irre- 
ſiſtible power of her attractions. In ſhort, his breaſt 
was torn by conflicting paſſions; love, ſhame, and re- 
morſe, contended with vanity, ambition, and revenge; 
and the ſuperiority was ſtill doubtful, when headſtrong 
deſire interpoſed, and decided in favour of an attempt 
towards a reconciliation with the offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the afternoon 
for the houſe of her uncle, not without hopes of that 
tender enjoyment which never fails to attend an accom- 
modation betwixt two lovers of taſte and ſenſibility. 
Though the conſciouſneſs of his treſpaſs encumhered 
him with air of ankward confuſion, he was too conk- 
dent of his own qualifications and addreſs to deſpair of 
forgiveneſs; and by that time he arrived at the citizen's 
gate, he had conned a very artful and pathetick ha- 
rangue, which he propoſed to utter in his own behalt, 
laying the blame of his conduct on the impetuoſity of 
his paſſion, incenſed by the Burgundy, which he had 
too liberally drank: but he did not meet with an op- 
portunity to avail himſelf of this preparation. Emilia, 
tuſpecting that he would take ſome ſtep of this kind to 
retrieve her favour, had gone abroad on pretence of vi- 
ſit ing, after having ſignified to her kiniman, her reſo- 
lution to avoid the company of Peregrine, on account 
of tome ambiguities which (ſhe faid) were laſt night 
remarkable in his demeanour at the maſquerade. She 
choſe to infinuate her ſuipicions in theſe hints, rather 


than give an explicit detail of the young man's diſho- 


nourable contrivance, which might have Kindled the 
reſentment of the family to ſome dangerous pitch of 
wimoſity and revenge. 3 

Our adventurcr, finding himſelf haffled in his expec- 
tation of ſeeing her, enquired tor the old pgs"; 
with, 
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22 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
with whom he thought he had, influence enough to 
make his apology good, in cafe he ſhould find him pre- 
poſſeſſed by the young lady's information. But here 
too he was diſappointed ; the uncle had gone to dine 
in the country, and his wife was indiſpoſed; ſo that he 
had no pretext for ſtaying in the houie till the return of 
his charmer. Being, however, fruitful of expedients, 
he diſmiſſed his chariot, and took pofi-ſiion of a room 
in a tavern, the windows of which fronted the mer- 
chant's gate; and there he propoſed to watch until he 


ſhould ſec her approach. This icheme he put in prac- 


tice with indefatigable patience, though it was not at- 
tended with the expected ſucceſs. 

Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant and com- 
mendable, foreſecing that ſhe might be exyoled to the 
fertility of his invention, came home by a private paſ- 
ſage, and entered by a poſtern, which was altogether 
unknown to her admirer; and her uncle did not arrive 
until it was fo late that he could not with any decency 
demand a conference. 

Next morning he did not fail to preſent himſelf at the 
door, and his miſtreſs being denied by her own expreſs 
direction, inſiſted upon ſeeing the maſter of the houſe; 
who received him with ſuch coldneſs of civility, as 
plainly gave him to underſtand, that he was acquainted 
with the diſpleaſure of his nicce. He therefore, with 
an air of candour, told the citizen, he could eaſily per- 
ceive, by his bchaviour, that he was the confiilent of 
Miſs Emily, of whom he was come to aſk pardon for 


the offence he had given: and did not doubt, if he 
could be admitted to her preſence, that he ſhould be 


able to convince her, that he had not erred intention- 
ally, or at leaſt propoſe ſuch reparation as would effec- 
tually atone for his fault. 

To this remonſtrance the merchant, without any 
ceremony or circumlocution, anſwered, that though he 
was ignorant of the nature of his offence, he was very 
certain, that it muſt have been ſomething very flagrant 
that could irritate his niece to ſuch a degree, againſt 

a perſon 
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a perſon for wom ſhe had formerly a moſt particular 


0 regard, He owned, ſhe had declared her intention to 
" renounce his acquaintance for ever, and, doubtlets, the 
5 had good reaton for io doing; neither would he under- 
4 take to promote an accommodation, unleſs he would 
1 give him full power to treat on the ſcore of matrimony, 
f which he ſuppoſed would be the only means of evinc- 
85 ing his own {incerity, and obtaining Emilia's forgive- 
nels. Percerine's pride was kindled by the blunt de- 
N claration, which he could not help conſidering as the 
he relult of a ſcheme concerted betwixt the young lady 
i and her uncle, in order to take the advantage of his 
[Le 


heat. He therefore replied, with manifeſt ſigns of dif- 
gult, that he did not apprehend there was any occaſion 
tor a mediator to reconcile the difference betwixt Emi- 
lin and him; and that all he defired was an opportu- 
pity of pleading in his own behalf. | 

ihe citizen frankly told him, that as his niece had 
exprofici an earneſt deſire of avoiding his company, he 
u not put the ieaft conſtraint upon her inclination z 
and in the mean time gave him to kr ew, that he was 
particularly engaged. * 

Our hero glowing with indignation at this ſuperci- 
lions treatment; I was in the wrong,” faid he, to 
look for good-manners fo far on this fide of Temple- 
bar: bu: you muſt give me leave to tell you, Sir, that 
unlels I am favoured with an interview with Miſs 
Gauntlet, J ſhall conclude, that you have actually laid 
a Contiraint upon her inclination for ſome ſiniſter pur- 
poſes of your own.*—* Sir,” replied the old gentleman, 
* you are welcome to make what conclufions ſhall ſeem 
good unto your own imagination; but, pray be ſo good 
as to allow me the privilege of being maſter in my own 
nouſc.“ So ſaying, he very complaiſantly ſhewed him 
to the door; and our lover being diffident of his own 
temper, as well as afraid of being uſed with greater in- 
dignity, in a place where his perſonal prowets would 
only ſerve to heighten his diſgrace, quitted the houſe in 
a tranſport of rage which he could not wholly fuppreſs, 
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34 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
telling the landlord, that if his age did not protect him, 
he would have chaſtiſed him for his intolent behaviour. 

OH 4A PX 
He projects a violent Scheme, in Conſequence of «which 
he is incvolved in a moſt fatiguiug Adventure, wwhich 
greatly tends towards the Augmentation of his Cha- 
rin. 


1H debarred of perſonal communication with his 1 


miſtreſs, he eſſaycd to retrieve her good graces by | 
the moſt ſubmiſſive and patheticic letters, which he con- 


veyed by divers artifices to her peruſal; but reaping 
no manner of benefit from theſe endeavours, his paſſion 


acquired a degree of impatience, little inferior to down- | 


right frenzy; and he determined to run every riſk of life, 
fortune, and reputation, rather than deſiſt from his un- 


juſtifiable purſuit, Indeed, his reſentment was now as | 
deeply concerned as his love, and each of thele paſſions | 


equally turbulent and loud in demanding gratification. 
He kept centinels continually in pay, to give him no- 
tice of her outgoings, in expectation of finding ſome 


opportunity to carry her off; but her circumſpection | 


thing of that ſort from a diſpoſition like his, and regu- 
lated her motions accordingly. 

Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he altered 
his plan. On pretence of being called to his country- 
houle by ſome affair of importance, he departed from 
London, and taking lodgings at a farmer*s houſe, that 
ſtood near the road through which ſhe muſt have necel- 
ſarily paſſed, in her return to her mother, concealed 
himſelf from all intercourſe, except with his valet de 
chambre and Pipes, who had orders to ſcour the coun- 
try, and reconmoitre every horſe, coach, or carriage, 
that ſhoul appear on that highway, with a view of in. 
tercepting his Amanda in her paſſage, 

He had waited in this ambulcade a whole week, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his fellow- 
{cout had diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, driving at full 
ipced towards them; upon which, they had 1 

thew 


*entirely fruſtrated his defign ; for ſhe ſuſpected every 


| PEREGRINE PICKLE, — 8 
their hats over their eyes, ſo as that they might not he 
known, in caſe they ſhould be ſeen, and concealed 


im, 
ur. 


themſelves behind a hedge, from whence they could 
hich 4 perceive in the carriage, as it paſſed, a young man 
"ha- x plainly dreſſed, with a lady in a maſk, of the exact ſize, 
ape, and air of Emilia; and that Pipes followed them 

\ his Nat a diſtance, while he rode back to communicate this 

s by piece of intelligence. | | 

con- Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time to conclude 
ping his information ; he ran down to the ſtable, where his 
{hon horſe was kept ready ſaddled for the purpoſe, and ne- 
own- ver doubting that the lady in queſtion was his miſtreſs, 

F life, attended by one of her uncle's clerks, mounted imme 
s un- diatcly, and rode full gallop after the chaiſe, which, 
ow as WH ven he had proceeded about two miles, he underſtood 
Mons from Pipes had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though 
1tion. his inclination prompted him to enter her apartment 
m no- without farther delay, he ſuffered himſelf to be diſſuad- 
ſome Ned irom taking fuch a precipitate ſtep, by his privy 
ection Wl couniclior, who obſerved, that it would be e 


every ble to execute his purpoſe of conveying her againſt her 

regu- will from a publick inn, that Rood in the midſt of 

a populous village, which would infallibly riſe in her 

altered defence. He adviſed him, therefore, to lie in wait for 
untry- the chaite, in ſome remote and private part of the road, 
| from MW where they might accompliſh their aim without diffi- 
e, that culty or danger. In contequence of this admonition, 
neceſ- Wour adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre tne inn, 


\cealed that ſhe might not eſcape another way, while he and 
alet de the valet, in order to avoid being ſeen, took a circuit 


Coun- 
rriage, 
5 of in. 


by an untrequented path, and placed themſelves in am- 
buſh, on a ſpot which they choſe for the ſcene of their 
achievement. Here they tarried a full hour, without 
eing the carriage, or hearing from their centinel : ſo 
week, Wat the youth, unable to exert his patience one moment 
fellow- longer, left the foreigner in his ſtation, and rode back 
at full Wo his faithful lacquey, who aſſured him, that the tra- 
flapped Nellers had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded 
their n their voyage. | Notwith- 
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36 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
Notwithſtandling this intimation, Pickle began ta 
entertain ſuch alarming ſuſpicions, that he could not 
refrain from advancing to the gate, and enquiring for 
the company which had lately arrived in a chaiſe and 
fix. The inn-keeper, who was not at all pleaſed with 
the behaviour of thoſe paſſengers, did not think proper 
to obzerve the inſtructions he had received; on the 
contrary, he plainly told him, that the chaiie did not 
halt, but only entered at one door, and went out at the 
other, with a view to deceive thoſe who purſued it, as 
he gueiied from the words of the gentleman, who had 
carneſtly deſired, that his rout might be concealed from 
any perſon who ſhould enquire about their motions. 
As for my own peart, meaſter,” continued this cha- 
ritable publican, © I believe as how they are no bet- 
ter than they ſhould be, elſe they wouldn't be in ſuch 
2 deadly tear of being overtaken. ** Methinks,“ ſaid 
I, when I ſaw them in ſuch a woundy pother to be 
gone, © addfacarticins! this mut be ſome London 
*prentice running away with his mcaſter's daughter, as 
ſure as I am a living foul.” But, be he who he will, 
ſartain it is, a has nothing of the gentleman about en; 
for, tliof a axed fuch a favour, 2 never once put hand 
in pocket, or ſaid, „“ Dog, will you drink ?** How- 


— 


ſomever, that don't argyty in reverence of his being in 
a hurry; and a man may be ſometimes a little too 
judgmatical in his conjectures. In all probability, 
this loquacicus landlord would have ſerved the travel- 
ler effectually, had Peregrine heard him to an end; but 
this impetuous youth, far irom liſtening to the 1equel 
of his obſervations, interrupted him in the beginning 
of his career, by aſking eagerly, which road they fol- 
lowed ; and having received the inn-keeper's dircc- 
tion, clapped ſpurs to his horſe, commanding Pipes to 
make the valet acquainted with his courſe, that they 
might attend him with all imaginary diſpatch. 

By the publican's account of their conduct, his for- 
mer opinion was fully confirmed; he plied the ſtecd to 
the height of his mettle, and ſo much was his imagina- 

tion 
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77 
tion ingroſſed by the proſpe&t of having Emilia in his 


power, that he did not perceive the road on which he 
travelled was quite different from that which led to the 
habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet de chambre 
was an utter ſtranger to that part of the country; and 
as for Mr. Pipes, ſuch conſiderations were altogether 


I foreigh to the ceconomy of his reflection. 


Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes 
were bleſſed with the fight of the chaiſe aſcending a 
hill, at the diſtance of a good league; upon which he 
doubled his diligence in fuch a manner, that he gained 
upon the carriage every minute, and at length ap- 
proached fo near to it, that he could ditcern the lady 
and her conductor, with their heads thruſt. out at the 
windows, looking back, and ipcaking to the driver ab- 
ternately, as if they earneſtly beſought him to augment 


ze ſpeed of his cattle. 


Being thus, as it were, in ſight of port, while he 


crofled the road, his horſe happened to plunge into a 


cart-rut with ſuch violence, that he was thrown leve- 
ral yards over his head; and the beaſt's ſhoulder being 
flipped by the fall, he found himſelf difabled from 
plucking the fruit, which was almoſt within his reach; 
tor he had left his ſervants at a conſiderable diftance 
behind him; and although they had been at his back, 
and ſupplied him with another horſe, they were ſo in- 
differently mounted, that he could not reaſonably ex- 
pect to overtake the flyers, who profited ſo much by 
this difaſter, that the chaiſe vaniſhed in a moment. 

It may be eaſily conceived, how a young man ct his 
diſpoſition paſſed his time in this tantalizing ſituation. 
He ejaculated with great fervency, but his prayers were 
not the effects of reſignation. He ran back on foot 
with incredible ſpeed, in order to meet his valct, whom 
he unhorſed in a twinkling; and, taking his ſcat, be- 
gan to exerciſe his whip and ſpurs, after having crder- 
ed the Swiſs to follow him on the other gelding, and 
committed the lame hunter to the care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuſted in this manner, our adven- 
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ther his fare had retired ; for that he himſelf was paid 


— 
— 


38 PEREGRINE PICKLE. _ 
turer proſecuted the race with all his might; and hay. 
ing made ſome progreſs, was informed by a country. Wl 
man, that the chaiſe had ſtruck off into another road, al 
and, according to his judgment, was by that time 
about three miles a-head ; though, in all probability, an 
the horſes would not be able to hold out much longer, 
becauſe they ſeemed to be quite ſpent when they paſſed 
his door. Encouraged by this intimation, Peregrine 
puſhed on with great alacrity ; though he could not 


3 
. 
8 


regain fight of the deſired object, till the clouds of 
night began to deepen, and even then he enjoyed no- 
thing more than a tranſient glimpſe; tor the carriage 
was no ſooner ſeen, than ſhrouded again from his view. 
Theſe vexatious circumſtances animated his endea- ? 
vours, while they irritated his chagrin': in ſhort, he 
continued his purſuit till the night was far advanced, 
and himſelf ſo uncertain about the object of his care, 
that he entered a ſolitary inn, with a view of obtaining 
ſome intelligence, when, to his infinite joy, he perceiv- 
ed the chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, and the horſes panting 
in the yard. In full confidence of his having arrived 
at laſt at the goal of all his wiſhes, he alighted inſtan-| th 
taneouſly, and running up to the coachman, with a pil-W" 
tol in his hand, commanded him, in an imperious tone, ¶ 
to conduct him to the lady's chamber, on pain of death. Wit: 
The driver, affrighted at this menacing addreſs, pro- 
teſted with great humility, that he did not know whi- 


and diſmiſſed from this ſervice, becauſe he would not 
undertake to drive them all night acroſs the country, 
without ſtopping to refreſh his horſes ; but he pro- 
miſed to go in queſt of the waiter, who would ſhell” 
him to their apartment. He was accordingly detached 
on that errand, while our hero ſtood centinel at the 
gate, till the arrival of his valet de chambre, who join- 
ing him by accident, before the coachman returned, 
relieved him in his watch; and then the young gentle. 
man, exa{perated at his meſſenger's delay, ruſhed with 
fury in his eyes from room to room, denouncing ven- 
geance 
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eeance upon the whole family; but he did not meet 


hav. 

ntry- ith one living ſoul, until he entered the garret, where 
road, Me found the landlord and his wife in bed. This 
tine Khicken-hearted couple, by the light of a ruſh-candle 
ility, at burncd on the hearth, ſeeing a ſtranger burſt into 


ee chamber, in ſuch a terrible attitude, were ſeized 
aſſed iich conſternation; and exalting their voices, in a moſt 
amentable ſtrain, begged tor the paſſion of Chriſt, that 


grine ö eg) 

d not! e would {pare their lives, and take all they had. 

ids of Peregrine guefling from this exclamation, and the 
1 no- ircumſtance of their being a- bed, that they miſtook 


rriage im tor a robber, and were ignorant of that which he 


view. Wanted to know, diſpelled their terror, by making 
ndea-. them acquainted with the cauſe of his viſit, and deſired 
rt, he the buſband to get up with all poſſible diſpatch, in or- 


er to aſſiſt and attend him in his ſearch. 


nced, 8 | 
Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of the 


care, 
zining| inn, and at laſt finding the hoſtler in the ſtable, was by 
rceiv.Whim informed, (to his unſpeakable mortification) that 
anting the gentleman and lady = arrived in the chaiſe, had 
rrivedWimmediately hired poſt-horſes for a certain village at 
nſtan- the diſtance of fifteen miles, and departed without halt- 
a piſ. Ming for the leaſt refreſhment. Our adventurer, mad 
s tone with his diſappointment, mounted his horſe in an in- 
death ſtant, and, with his attendant, took the ſame road, with 
„ pro- full determination to die, rather than deſiſt from the 
v whi-· proſecution of his deſign. He had, by this time, rode 
is paidiupwards of thirty miles ſince three o'clock in the af- 
1d not ternoon; ſo that the horſes were almoſt quite jaded, 
untry nd travelled this ſtage fo ſlowly, that it was morning 
e pro- before they reached the place of their deſtination, 
d ſheu here, far from finding the fugitives, he underſtood, 
tachedi that no ſuch perſons as he deſcribed had paſſed that. 
at the ay, and that in all likelihood they had taken a quite 
10 join-contrary direction, while, in order to miſlcad him in 
turned his puriuit, they had amuſed the hoftler with a falfe 


route. This conjecture was ſtrengthened by his per- 
ceiving, (now, tor the firſt time) that he had deviated 
e conliderable way from the road, through which they 
D 2, mult - 


gentle- 
d with 
1g veu⸗ 
zeance 
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deprived him of the ſmall remains of recollection, ! 
= 


7. 
7% 


means to quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recal 
his reflection, by repreſenting the condition of the poor 
animals, and adviſing him to hire freſh horſes, and ride 
poſt acroſs the country, to the village in the neignbour- 
bod of Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation, where they ſhould 
nalibly intercept the daughter, provided they could 
get the ſtart of her upon the road. n. 

Peregrine not only reliſhed, but forthwith acted in 
conformity with this good counſel. His own horſes d 
were committed to the charge of the landlord, with di- 
rections for Pipes, in cafe he ſhould come in queſt of 
his maſter; and a couple oi ſtout geldings being pre- WI 
pared, he and his valet took the road again, ſteering 
their courſe according to the motions of the poſt-boy, e 
who undertook to be their guide. They had almoſt WWF": 
finiſhed the firſt ſtage, when they they deſcried a poſt- b 
chaiſe juſt halting at the inn where they propoſed to Wt" 
change horſes ; upon which our adventurer, glowing Wl © 


[ with a moſt intereſting preſage, put his beaſt to the full ke 
14 ſpced, and approached near enough to diſtinguiſh, as WF" 
| vi the travellers quitted the carriage, that he had at laſt WW" 
. come up with the very individual perſons whom he had © 
1 puriued ſo long. | h 


Fluſhed with this diſcovery, he galloped into the b 

[1 yard ſo ſuddenly, that the lady and her conductor ſcarce © 

TEN had time to ſhut themſelves up in a chamber, to which WF © 

| fl they retreated with great precipitation; ſo that the WIS 
5 purſuer was now certain of having houſed his prey. 

| | | That he might, hovrever, leave nothing to fortune, he t 
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1 PEREGRINE PICKLF, 4&1 
pac himſelf upon the ſtair, by which they had aſcends 


8 


erly | ed to the apartment, and fent up his compliments to 
ion, he young lady, defiring the favour of being admitted 
out, o her preſence, otherwiie he ſhould be obliged to wave 

the ill ceremony, and take that liberty which the would 
nce, Wo: give. The ſervant having conveyed his meſſage 
d all rough the key-hole, returned with an anſwer, import- 
new Ing, that ſhe would adhere to the reiolution ſhe had 
eady aken, and perith rather than comply with his will. 


Dur adventurer, without ſtaying to make any rejoinder 


recal to this reply, ran up ſtairs, and thundering at the door 
poor for entrance, was given to underſtand by the nymph's 
ride attendant, that he would do well to {pare him the ne- 


ceſſity of ſhedding blood, in defence of a perſon who 
had put herſelf under his protection. All the laws 
of the land,” ſaid he, cannot now untte the knots by 
which we are bound together; and therefore I will 
d in guard her as my own property; ſo that you had better 
orſes dc ſiſt from your fruitleſs attempt, and thereby conſult 
h di- Wyour own ſafety: for, by the God that made me! I 
eſt of vill diſcharge my piece upon you, as ſoon as you ſet 


pre- our noſe within the door; and your blood be upon 
ering our own head.“ Theſe menaces from a citizen's 
boy, clerk would have been ſufficient motives for Pickle to 
Imoſt WW ſiorin the breach, although they had not been reinforced 
poſt- by that declaration, which informed him of Emilia's 
ed to having beſtowed herfelf in marriage upon ſuch a con- 
wing temptible rival. This ſole confideration added wings 
e full to his impetuoſity, and he applied his foot to the door 
h, as with ſuch irreſiſtible force, as burſted it open in an in- 
it laſt ſtant, entering at the ſame time with a piſtol ready 


e had WI cocked in his hand, His antagoniſt, inſtead of firing 
his blunderbuts, when he ſaw him approach, ſtarted 
o the back with evident figns of furprize and contternation, 
ſcarce W<xclaining, Lord Jejus! Sir, you are not the man! 
which and, without doubt, are under {ome miſtake with re- 
t the gard to us. | 
prey. Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this ſalutation, 
ne, he the lady hearing it, advanced to him, and pulling off à 


laced 8 D 3 maſk, 
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&2 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
maſk, diſcovered a face which he had never ſeen before, 
The Gorgon's head, according to the fables of anti- 
quity, never had a more inſtantaneous or petrifying ef- 


tect, than that which this countenance produced m the 2 


aſtoniſhed youth. His eyes were fixed upon this un- 
known object, as if they had been attracted by the 
power of enchantment ; his feet ſeemed rivetted to the 


ground; and after having ſtood motionleſs for the {pace 


of a tew minutes, he dropped down in an —_ of C 


ad fol- 


diſappointment and deſpair. The Swiſs, who 
fowed him, ſeeing his maſter in this condition, lifted 
him up, and laying him upon a bed in the next room, 
let him blood immediately, without heſitation, being 
always provided with a caſe of lancets, againſt all acci- 
dents on the road. To this foreſight our hero, in all 
probability, was indebted for his life. By virtue of a 
very copious evacuation, he recovered the uſe of his 
ſenſes; but the complication of fatigues, and violent 
tranſports which he had undergone, brewed up a dan- 
gcrous fever in his blood; and a phyſician being called 
trom the next markct-town, ſeveral days elapſed before 
he would anſwer for his life. 
CHAP. Vis. 
Peregrine ſends a Meſſage to Mrs. Gauntlet, who re- 
Jeds his Propoſal. He repairs to the Garriſon. 


AT length, however, his conſtitution overcame his | 


difeaſe, though not before it had in a greater mea- 
ſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſition, and brought him 
to a ſerious conſideration of his conduct. In this hu- 
miliation of his ſpirits, he reflected with ſhame and re- 
morſe upon his treachery to the fair, the innocent Emi- 
lia; he remembered his former ſentiments in her favour, 
as well as the injunctions of his dying uncle; he re- 
collected his intimacy with her brother, againſt which 
he had fo baſely finned ; and revolving all the circum- 
ſtances of her conduct, found it fo commendable, ſpi- 
rited, and noble, that he deemed her an object of ſuffi- 
cient dignity to merit his honourable addreſſes, even 
though his duty had not been concerned in the ge 
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fon : but, obligated as he was, to make reparation to 


a worthy family, which he had ſo ou injured, he 
hought he could not manifeſt his reformation too ſoon; 
and, whenever he found himſelf able to hold a pen, 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he acknow- 
l:dged, with many expreſſions of ſorrow and contrition, 
that he had acted a part altogether unbecoming a man 
of honour, and ſhould never enjoy the leaſt tranquillity 
of mind, until he ſhould have merited her forgiveneſs. 
He proteſted, that although his happineſs entirely de- 
pended upon the determination 0 Emilia, he would 
even renounce all hopes of being bleſſed with her fa- 
vour, if ſhe could point out any other method of mak- 


ing reparation to that amiable young lady, but by lay- 


ing his heart and fortune at her fect, and ſubmitting 
himſelf to her pleaſure during the remaining part of his 
lite. He conjured her, therefore, in the moſt pathetick 
manner, to pardon him, in conſideration of his fincere 
repentance, and to uſe her maternal influence with her 
daughter, ſo as that he miglit be permitted to wait upon 
her with a wedding-ring, as ſoon as his health would 
allow him to undertake the journey. 

This explanation being diſpatched by Pipes, who 
had by this time found his maſter, the young gentle- 
man enquired about the couple whom he had fo unfor- 
tunately purſued, and underſtood from his valet de 
chambre, who learned the ſtory from their own mouths, 
that the lady was the only daughter of a rich Jew, and 
her attendant no other than his apprentice, who had 
converted her to Chriſtianity, and married her at the 
lame time; that this ſecret having taken air, the old 
Iſraclite had contrived a ſcheme to ſeparate them for 
ever; and they being apprized of his intention, had 
icund means to elope from his houſe, with a view of 
ſheltering themſelves in France, until the affair could 
be made up; that ſeeing three men ride after them with 
ſuch eagerneſs and ſpeed, they never daubted that the 
purſuers were her father, and ſome friends or domet- 
'icks, and on that ſuppoſition had fled with the utmoſt 

diſpatch 
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rived at Paris. | .4Y 
In four and twenty hours after Pipes was charged 
with his commiſſion, he brought back an anſwer from 
the mother of Emilia, couched in theſe words. -Y 
© SIR, E | 

© I RECEIVED the favour of yours, and 
© am glad, for your own ſake, that you have attained a 
« due ſenſe and conviction of your unkind and unchriſ- i 
« tian Fenaviour to poor Emy. I thank God, none of 
© my children were ever fo inſulted before. Give me 
< leave to tell you, Sir, my daughter was no upſtart 
© without friends or education, but a young lady as 
© well bred, and better born, than moſt private gentle- 
© women in the kingdom: and therefore, though you 
© had no eſteem for her perſon, you ought to have paid 
< ſome regard to her family, which (no diſparagement 
© to you, Sir) is more honourable than your own. As 
© for your propoſal, Miſs Gauntlet will not hear of it, | 
being that ſhe thinks her honour will not allow her to 
© liſten to any terms of reconciliation ; and ſhe is not 
© yet ſo deſtitute, as to embrace an offer to which ſhe 


much indiſpoſed, that ſhe cannot poſſibly ſee company; 
© fo I beg you will not take the trouble of making 
© a fruitleſs journey to this place. Perhaps your fu- 
ture conduct may deſerve her forgiveneſs; and really, 
© as I am concerned for your happineſs, which you aſ- 
* ſure me depends upon her condeſcenſion, T with with 
© all my heart it may; and am, notwithſtanding all that 
© has happened, your ſincere well-wiſher, 
© CECILIA GAUNPLET,! 

; From 
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bh. a S 
them. From this epiſtle, and the information of his meſſen- 


* = 2 
Nr 


when , our hero learned, that his miſtreſs had actually pro- 
tune: Mea by his wild-gooſe chace, fo as to make a fate re- 
aving et to her mother's houſe. Though ſorry to hear of | 
, and t indiſpoſition, he was alfo piqued at her implacabi- 
ir de. My, as well as at ſome ſtately paragraphs: of the letter, 


which (he thought) the good lady had conſulted her 
n vanity rather than her good fenſe, Theſe motives 
"reſentment helped him to bear his diſappointment 
ke a philoſopher, efpecially as he had now quieted his 
nſcience, in proffering to redreſs the injury he had 
Nee; and, moreover, found himfelf, with regard to 
„ and is love, in a calm ſtate of hope and reſignation, 

ined a A ſeaſonable fit of illneſs is an excellent medicine for 
chriſ. Mie turbulence of paſſion. Such a reformation had the 
one of Mer produced in the oeconomy of his thoughts, that 
ve me De moralized like an apoſtle, and projected ſeveral pru- 
ipftart ential ichemes for kis future conduct. LES. 


ly ar. 


a 
arged 
from 


ady as In the mean time, as ſoon as his health was ſufſfi 

-entle. iently re-eſtabliſhed, he took a trip to the garriſon, in 
h you rder to viſit his friends; and learned from Hatchway's 
e paid wn mouth, that he had broke the ice of courtſhip to 
cement Nis aunt, and that his addreſſes were now fairly afloat ; 
as lough when he firft declared himſelf to the widow, 
- of it, tter ſue had been duly prepared for the occaſion by her 
hos iece and the reſt of her friends, ſhe had received his 
is not Propoſal with a becoming reſerve, and piouſly wept at 


he remembrance of her hutband, obſerving, that ſhe 
hould never meet with his fellow. 
Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's ſuit with all his 


ch ſhe 


e is ſo 


1pany; 

aking nfluence ; and all Mrs. Trunnion's objections to the 
DP 1tch being ſurmounted, it was determined that the 
really, NN of marriage ſhould be put off for three months, 
ou af. hat her reputation might not ſuffer by a precipitate 
1 with ngagement. His next care was to give orders for 
l that Werecting a plain marble monument to the memory of 


is uncle, on which the following inſcription, compoſed 


LET, the bridegroom, actually appeared in golden letters. 
From | 
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46 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 9 
Here lies, If 

Foundered in a fathom and half, 9 

The thell 1 

Of Y 


HawsER TRUNNION, Eſq. 
Formerly commander of a ſquadron 
In his majeſty's ſervice, 

Who broach'd to, at five P. M. Oct. X. 
In the y car of his age 
Threeſcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, 
And never ſhewed his poop to the enemy, 
Except when he took her in tow; 
Put, his ſhot being expended, 
His match burnt out, 

And his upper-works decayed, 
He was ſunk 
By Death's ſuPerior weight of metal. 
Nevertheleſs, 

He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 

His rigging refitted, 

And his timbers repaired; 
And, with one broad-ſide, 
Make his adverſary 
Strike in his turn, 


CHAP, Vath- 

He returns to London, and meets vit y Cadwallader, 
«who entertains him <with many curious Particulars, 
Crabtree ſounds the Ducheſs, and undecetves Pickle; 
who, by an exlraor dinary Accadent, becomes acpuain 
ed with another Lady of $uality, 

PHE young nay having performed theſe laſt 

offices, in honour of his deceaſed benefactor, and 
preſented Mr, Jolter to the long expected living, which 
at this time happened to be vacant, returned to Lon- 
don, and reſumed his former gaiety : not that he was 
able to ſhake Emilia from his thought, or even to re- 
member her without violent emotions; for, as he re- 


COVE red 
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ered his vigour, his former impatience recurred; and 
zrefore he reſolved to plunge himſelf headlong into 
dme intrigue, that might engage his paſſions, and 
uſe his imagination. 

A man of his accompliſhments could not fail to 
dect with a variety of ſubjects, on which his gallantry 
rould have been properly exerciſed ; and this abun- 
ance diſtracted his choice, which at any time was apt 
o be influenced by caprice and whim. I have already 
bſerved, that he had lifted his view, through a matri- 
onial perſpective, as high a lady of the firſt quality 
nd diſtinction; and, now that he was refuſed by Mits 
auntlet, and enjoyed a little reſpite from the agonies 
f that flame which her charms had kindled in his 
deart, he renewed his aſſiduities to her grace. Though 
ze durſt not yet riſk an explanation, he enjoyed the 
pleaſure of ſeeing himſelf fo well received in quality of 
x particular acquaintance, that he flattered himſelf with 
he belief of his having made ſome progreſs in her 
eart; and was confirmed in this conceited notion, by 
he aſſurances of her woman, whom by liberal largeſſes 
e retained in his intereſt, becauſe ſhe found means to 
perſuade him, that ſhe was in the confidence of her 
ady. But, notwithſtanding this encouragement, and 
he ſanguine ſuggeſtions of his own vanity, he dreaded 
he thoughts of expoſing himſelf to her ridicule and re- 
entment by a premature declaration, and determined 


lader, N poſtpone his addreſſes, until he ſhould be more cer 
culars ified of the probability of ſucceeding in his attempt. 

Pickle ; While he remained in this heſitation and fuſpenſe, 
zugint- Nie was one morning very agreeably ſurprized with the 


Appearance of his friend Crabtree ;z who, by the per- 
ſe last viſſion of Pipes, to whom he was well known, entered 
or, and his chamber before he was awake, and, by a violent 
which ake of the ſhoulder, diſengaged him from the arms of 
o Lon-lecp. The firſt compliments having mutually paſſed, 
he was Cadwallader gave him to underſtand, that he had ar- 
n to re. ed in town over night in the ſtage- coach from Bath, 


; he re- nd entertained him with ſuch a ludicrous account of 
Vvered his 
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4 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
his fcllow-travellers, that Peregrine, for the firſt time 
ſince their parting, indulged himſelf in mirth, even to 
the hazard of ſuffocation. | 

Crabtree having rehearſed theſe adventures, in ſuch 
a peculiarity of manner, as added infinite ridicule to 
every circumſtice, and repeated every ſcandalous re- 
port which had circulated at the Bath after Peregrine's 
departure, was informed by the youth, that he har- 
boured a deſign upon the perſon of ſuch a ducheſs, and 
all in appearance had no reafon to complain of his recep- 
tion; but, that he would not venture to declare him- 
ſelf, until he ſhould be more aſcertained of her ſenti- 
ments: and therefore, he begged leave to depend upon 
the intelligence of his friend Cadwallader, who, he 
knew, was admitted to her parties. 

The mitanthrope, before he would promiſe his aſ- 
ſiſtance, aſked if his proſpect verged towards matri- 
mony; and our adventurer (who gueſſed the meaning 
ot his queſtion) replying in the negative, he undertook | 
the office of reconnoitrmg her inclination ; proteſting 
at the fame time, that he would never concern himſelf 
in any ſcheme tiiat did not tend to the diſgrace and de- 
ception of all the ſex. On theſe conditions, he eſpouſed 
the intereſt of our hero; and a plan was immediately 
concerted, in conſequence of which they met by acci- 
dent at her grace's table. Pickle having ſtayed all the Nen 
fore-part of the evening, and fat out all the company, 
except the miſanthrope and a certain widow lady, who 
was 1aid to be in the ſecrets of my Iady ducheſs, went 
away on preicnce of an indiſpenſable engagement, that 
Crabtree might have a proper opportunity of making 
him the ſubjcct of convertation. 5 8 

Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted the apartment, 
when this cynic attended him to the door, with a look y 
ot moroſe diſdain, * Were I an abſolute prince,“ ſaid 
he, © and that fellow one of my ſubjects, I would order 
him to be cloathed in ſack-cloth, and he ſhould drive 
my aſſes to water, that his loity ſpirit might be lower- 
od to the level of his deſerts, The pride of a peacock 

| 1s 
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me is downright ſelf-denial, when compared with the va- 
to nity of that coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, 


but is now rendered altogether intolerable, by the repu- 
ich tation he acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, out- 


to witting a club of raw ſharpers, and divers other pranks, 
re- ¶ in the execution of which he was more lucky than wiſe. 
ie's ut nothing has contributed ſo much to the increaſe of 
ar- his inſolence and ſelf-conceit, as the favour he found 


and among the ladies. Aye, the ladies, Madam ! I care 
ep- not who knows it: the ladies, who (to their honour be 
im- Nit ſpoken) never fail to patronize foppery and folly, 
nt1- provided they ſolicit their encouragement. And yet 
pon this dog was not on the footing of thoſe hermaphrodi- 
he Mrical animals, who may be reckoned among the num- 
ber of waiting-women, who air your ſhifts, comb your 

af. Nlap-dogs, examine your noſes with magnitying glaſſes 
atri- Nin order to ſqueeze out the worms, clean your teeth- 


zing bruſhes, ſweeten your handkerchiefs, and ſoften waſte- 
took paper for your occaſions. This fellow, Pickle, was 
ting Nentertained for more important purpoſes; his turn of 
nſelt duty never came till thote lapwings were gone to rooſt; 
| de- hen he ſcaled windows, leaped over gerden-walls, 
uicd and was let in by Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nay, the 
ately magiſtrates of Bath complimented him with the free- 


jom' of the corporation, merely becauſe, through his 
means, the waters had gained extraordinary credit; for 
very female of a tolerable appearance, that went thi- 
ther on account of her ſterility, got the better of her 


ACCl- 
the 
any, 

who 


went omplaint, during his reſidence at the Bath: and now, 
that Wie tellow thinks no woman can withſtand his ad- 
king W&'icll-s. He had not been here three minutes, when I 


"Utd perceive with half an eye that he had marked out 


nent, our grace for a conqueſt; I mean, in an honourable 
look ay; though the ratcal has impudence enough to at- 
> (aid mpt any thing.“ So ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon 


order 
drive 
ower- 
ac ock 

16 


he ducheſs, who (while her face glowed with indigna- 
in) turning to her confidante, exprefied herſelf in 
heſe words. Upon my life! I believe there is ac- 
ually ſome truth in what this old rufan ſays; I have 

VoL. III. E myſelf 
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_ eaſe and ſeverity, and made no ſcruple of declaring 
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50 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
myſelf obſerved that young fellow eyeing me with 2 
very particular ſtare.— It is not to be at all wonder. 
ed at, ſaid her friend, © that a youth of his complexion 
ſhould be ſenſible to the charms of your grace! but! 
dare ſay, he would not preſume to entertain any but 
the moſt honourable and reſpectful ſentiments.— Re. 
ſpectful ſentiments !* cried my lady, with a look of in. 
effable diſdain ; if I thought the fellow had aſſurance 


forbid him my houſe. Upon my honour, ſuch in- 
ſtances of audacity ſhould induce perſons of quality to 
keep your ſmall gentry at a greater diſtance ; for they 
are very apt to grow impudent upon the leaſt counte- 
nance or encouragement.” | 

Cadwallader, ſatisſicd with this declaration, changed 
the ſubject of diſcourſe, and next day communicated 
his diſcovery to his friend Pickle ; who, upon this oc- 
caſion, felt the moſt ſtinging ſenſations of mortified 
pride, and reſolved to quit his proſpect with a good 
grace. Nor did the execution of this ſelf-denying 
{cheme coſt him one moment's uneaſineſs; for his heat 
had never been intereſted in the purſuit, and his vanity 
triumphed in the thoughts of maniteſting his indiffer an 
ence. Accordingly, the very next time he viſited he 
grace, his behaviour was remarkably frank, ſprightly 
and diſengaged ; and the ſubject of love being artfully 
introduced by the widow, who had been directed tive. 
ſound his inclinations, he rallied the paſſion with gre: 


himſelf heart-whole. 
Though the ducheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed affecWun* 
tion, ſhe was now offended at his infeniibility, and eve 
ſignified her diſguſt, by obſerving, that perhaps his at 
tention to his own qualifications {creened him from t 
impreſſion of all other objects. | | 
While he enjoyed this ſarcaſin, the meaning of whiclW:ic 
he could plainly diſcern, the company was joined by 
certain virtuoſo, who had gained tree 2ccels to all tl 
great families of the land, by his notable talent of go! 


{ſipping 
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ipping and buffoonery. He was now in the ſeventy- 
ith year of his age; his birth was fo obſcure, that he 
carce knew his father's name; his education ſuitable 
o the dignity of his deſcent ; his character publickly 
branded with homicide, profligacy, and breach of truſt; 
Pet this man, by the happy inheritance of impregna- 
ble effrontery, and a lucky proftitution of all principle 
n rendering himſelf ſubſervient to the appetites of the 


ha 
ler- 
ion 
at | 
but 
Re. 
f in- 
ance 


ould reat, had attained to an independency of fortune, as 
in. vell as to ſuch a particular ſhare of favour among the 
ty to rality, that although he was well known to have 
they imped for three generations of the nobility, there was 


wt a lady of faſhion in the kingdom who ſerupled to 
admit him to her toilette, or even to be ſquired by him 


unte- 


ingen any publick place of entertainment. Not but that 
cateli his ſage was occaſionally uſeful to his fellow-crea- 
is Oc. urcs, by theſe connections with people of fortune; 
tified or, he often undertook to ſolicit charity in behalf of 


liſtreſſed objects, with a view of embezzling one half 
df the benefactions. It was an errand of this kind that 
ow brought him to the houſe of her grace. 


| god 
nying 
heart 


vanity After having ſat a few minutes, he told the com- 
differ any, that he would favour them with a very proper 
ed hei pportunity to extend their benevolence, for the relief 
iohtly a poor gentlewoman, who was reduced to the moſt 
rtfuli ect miſery, by the death of her huſband, and juſt de- 
ted ti ivered of a couple of fine boys. They, moreover, un- 
h greafW-ritood from his information, that this object was 


laughter of a good family, who had renounced her, in 
oniequence of her marrying an enfign without a for- 
une; and even obſtructed his promotion wirh all their 
fluence and power; a circumſtance of barharity, 
nich had made ſuch an impreſſion upon his mind, as 
iſordered his brain, and drove him to deſpair, in a fit 
t which he had made away with himſelf, leaving his 


claring 


d affec 
nd eve 
; his at 
Tom th 


f which e, then big with child, to all the horrors of indi- 
ied by Nice and grief. h 
o all Various were the criticiſms on this pathetick pic- 


t of gore, which the old man drew with great expreſſion. 
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My lady ducheſs concluded, that ſhe muſt be a crea-, 
ture void of all feeling and reflection, who could ſur- 
vive ſuch aggravated miſery ; therefore, did not deſerve. 


to be relieved, except in the character of a common 
beggar; and was -generous enough to offer a recom- 
mendation, by which ſhe would be admitted into an 
infirmary, to which her grace was a ſubſcriber; at the 
fame time, adviſing the ſolicitor to ſend the twins to the 
Foundling Hoſpital, where they would be carefully 
nurſed and brought up, ſo as to become uſeful mem- 
bers to the commonwealth. Another lady, with all due 
deference to the opinion of the ducheſs, was free enough 
to blame the generoſity of her grace, which would only 
ſerve to encourage children in their diſobedience to 


their parents, and might he the means not only of pro- 


longing the diſtreſs of the wretched creature, but alſo 
of ruining the conſtitution of ſome young heir, perhaps 


the hope of a great family! for ſhe did ſuppoſe that 


Madam, when her month ſhould be up, and her brats 
diſpoſed of, would fpread her attractions to the pub- 
lick, (provided ſne could profit by her perſon) and, in 
the ufual way, make a regular progreſs from St. 
James's to Drury Lane. She apprehended, for theſe 
reaſons, that their compaſſion would be moſt effectually 
ſhewn, in leaving her to periſh in her preſent neceſſity : 
and that the old gentleman would be unpardonable, 
ſnould he perſiſt in his endeavours to relieve her. A 
third member of this tender-hcarted ſociety, after hav- 
ing aſked if the young woman was handſome, and been 
anſwered in the negative, allowed that there was a great 
deal of reaſon in what had been ſaid by the honourable 
perſon who ſpoke laſt; nevertheleſs, ſhe humbly con- 
ceived her ſentence would admit of ſome mitigation. 
© Let the bantlings,' ſaid ſhe, © be ſent to the hoſpital, 
according to the advice of her grace, and-a ſmall col- 
lection be made for the preſent inpport of the mother 
and when her health is recovered, I will take her into 
my family, in quality of an upper ſervant, or medium 
between me and my woman ; for, upon my life, I can't 
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endure to chide, or give directions to a creature, who 
is, in point of birth and education, but one degree 
above the vulgar.” 

This propo:al met with univerſal approbation. The 
ducheſs (to her immortal honour) began the contribu- 
tion with a crown; ſo that the reſt of the company 
were obliged to reſtrict their liberality to half the tum, 
that her grace might not be affronted ; and the pro- 

oſer demanding the poor woman's name and place of 
abode, the old mediator could not help giving her lady- 
ſhip a verbal direction, though he was extremely mor- 
tified (on more accounts than one) to find ſuch an iſſue 


to his ſolicitation. 


Peregrine, who, though humorous as winter, had a 
tear for pity, and an band open as day for melting cha- 
rity, was ſhocked at the nature and reſult of this unge- 
nerous conſultation. He contributed his half crown, 
however; and retiring from the company, betook him- 
ſelf to the lodgings of the forlorn ue in the ſtraw, ac- 
cording to the direction he had heard. Upon enquiry, 
he underitood, that ſhe was then viſited by - ſome cha- 
ritable gentlewoman, who had ſent for a nurſe, and 
waited the return of the mellenger ; and he ſent up his 
reſpects, deſiring he might be permitted to ſee her, on 
pretence of having been intimate with her late huſband. 

Though the poor woman had never heard of his 
name, ſhe did not think proper to deny his requeſt ; 
and he was conducted to a paltry chamber in the third 
ſtory, where he found this unhappy widow fitting upon 
a truckle-bed, and ſuckling one of her infants with the 
moſt piteous expreſſion of anguiſh in her features, 
which were naturally regular and fweet; while the 
other was fondled on the knee of a perſon, whoſe atten- 
tion was ſo much engroſſed by her little charge, that 
tor the preſent ſhe could mind nothing elſe ; and it was 
not till after the firſt compliments paſſed betwixt the 
hapleſs mother and our adventurer, that he perceived 
the ſtranger's countenance, which inſpired him with 
the higheſt eſteem and admiration, He beheld all the 
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graces of elegance and beauty, breathing ſentiment and 
beneficence, and ſoftened into the mott enchanting ten- 
derneſs of weeping ſympathy. When he declared the 
cauie of his viſit, which was no other than the deſire of 
befriending the diſtreſted lady, to whom he preſented a 
bank-note for twenty pounds, he was favoured with 
fach a look of complacency by this amiable phantom, 
who might have been juſtly taken for an angel miniſ- 
tering to the neceſſities of mortals, that his whole foul 
was tranſported with love and veneration. Nor was 
this prepoſſeſſion diminiſhed by the information of the 
widow ;z who, after having manifeſted her gratitude in 
a flood of tears, told him, that the unknown object of 
his eſtcem was a perſon of honour, who having heard 
by accident of her deplorable fituation, had immediately 
obeyed the dictates of her humanity, and come in per- 
ſon to relieve her diſtreſs; that ſhe had not only gene- 
rouſly ſupplied her with money for her preſent ſuſte- 
nance, but alſo undertaken to provide a nurſe for her 
babes, and even promiſed to favour her with protec- 
tion, ſnould ſhe furvive her preſent melancholy ſitua- 
ion. To theſe articles of intelligence ſhe added, that 
the name of her benefactreſs was the celebrated Lady 
„to whoſe character the youth was no ſtranger, 
though he had never ſeen her perſon before. The kill- 
ing edge of her charms was a little blunted by the ac- 
cidents of time and fortune; but no man of taſte and 
magination, whoſe nerves were not quite chilled with 
the froſt of age, could even at that time look upon her 
with impunity. And as Peregrine? faw her attractions 
heightened by the tender ofnce in which ſhe was en- 
ga gell, he was ſmitten with her beauty, and ſo raviſhed 
with her compaſſion, that he could not ſuppreſs his 
emotions, but applauded her bza-volence with all the 
warnta of enthuſiaſm. 
Her ladyſhip received his compliments with great 
politeneſs and affavility. And the occaſion on which 
they met being equally intereſting to both, an acquain- 
tance commenced between them, and they concerted 
2335 meaſures 
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meaſures fcr the benefit of the widow and her twa 

children, one of whom our hero beſpoke for his own 
godſon; for Pickle was not ſo obſcure in the beau 
monde, but that his fame had reached the ears of this 
lady, who, therefore, did not diſcourage his advances 
towards her friendſhip and eſteem. 

All the particulars relat ing to their charge being ad- 
juſted, he attended her ladyſhip to her own houſe; and, 
by her converſation, had the pleaſure of finding her 
underſtanding ſuitable to her other accompliſhments. 
Nor had ſhe any reaſon to think, that our hero's quali- 
fications had been exaggerated by common report. 

One of their adopted children died before it was bap- 
tized ; ſo that their care concentered in the other, tor 
whom they ſtood ſponſors. Underſtanding that the 
old agent was become troubleſome in his viſits to the 
mother, to whom he now began to adminiſter ſuch 
counſel as ſhocked the delicacy of her virtue, they re- 
moved her into another lodging, where ſhe would not 
be expoſed to his machinations. In leſs than a month, 
our hero learned from a nobleman of his acquaintance, 
that the hoary pandar had actually engaged to procure 
for him this poor afflicted gentlewoman; and being 
fruſtrated in his intention, ſubſtituted in her room a 
nymph from the purlieus of Covent Garden, that made 
his lordſhip ſmart ſeverely for the favours ſhe beſtowed, 

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his new acquaint- 
ance with all his art and aſſiduity, preſuming, from the 
circumſtances of her reputation and fate, as well as on 
. the ſtrength of his own merit, that, in time, he ſhould 
be able to indulge that paſſion which had begun to 
glow within his brealt, | 

As her ladyſhip had undergone a vaſt variety of for- 
tune and adventure, which he had heard indiſtinétly 
related, with numberleſs errors and miſrepreſentations, 
he was no ſooner entitled, by the familiarity of com- 
munication, to aſk ſuch a favour, than he earneſtly en- 
treated her to entertain him with the part:c;lars of her 
ſtory ; and, by dint of importunity, ſac was at length 
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prevailed upon (in a ſelect partie) to gratify his curio- 


icy in theſe words. 


CHAP. K. 

The Memoirs of a Lady of Quality. 

0 B* the circumſtances of the ſtory which I am going 
to relate, you will be convinced of my candour, 
while you are informed of my indiſcretion: you will 
be enabled, I hope, to perceive, that howſocver my head 
may have erred, my heart hath always been uncorrupt- 
cd, and that I have been unhappy, becauſe I lowed, and 
WAS A Woman. | 85 

I believe I need not obſerve, that I was the only 
child of a man of good fortune, who indulged me in 
my infancy, with all the tenderneſs of paterna] affec- 
tion; and when I was fix years old, ſent me to a pri- 
vate ſchool, where I ſtayed till my age was doubied, 
and became ſuch a favourite, that I was (even in thoſe 
early days) carried to all the places of publick diver- 
ſion, the court itſelf not excepted ; an indulgence that 
flattered my love of pleaſure, to which I was naturally 
addicted, and encouraged thoſe ideas of vanity and am- 
bition which ſpring up ſo early in the human mind, 

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination apt 
to run riot, my heart liberal and diſintereſted ; though 
J was ſo obſtinately attached to my own opinions that 
J could not well brook contradiction ; and in the whole 
of my diſpoſition, reſembled that of Henry the Fifth, as 
deicribed by Shak ſpear, | 

* In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I was 
firſt introduced into the world as a woman, having 
been intitled to that privilege by my perſon, which was 
remarkably tall for my years; and there my fancy was 
quite captivated by the variety of diverſions in which I 
was continually engaged: not that the parties were al- 
together new to me, but becauſe I now found myſelf 
conſidered as a perſon of conſequence, and ſurrounded 
hy a crowd of admirers, who courted my acquaintance, 
and fed my vanity with praife and adulation. Inſhort, 
wither or not I deſerved their encomiums, I leave * 
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world to judge; but my perſon was commended, and 

my talent in dancing met with univerſal applauſe. No 

wonder, then, that every thing appeared joyons to a 
young creature, who was fo void of experience and dit- 
 1fimulation, that ſhe believed every hody's heart as fin- 

cere as her own, and every object ſuch as it appeared 

to he. 

Among the ſwains who ſighed, or pretended to ſigh 
for me, were two that bore a pretty equal ſhare of my 
favour ; (it was too ſuperficial to deſerve the name of 
love.) One of theſe was a forward youth of ſixteen, 
extremely handſome, livcly, and impudent : he attend- 

ed in quality of page upon the Princeſs Amelia, who 
ſpent that ſeaſon at Bath. The other was a Scotch no- 
bleman, turned of thirty, who was graced with a red 
ribband, and danced particularly well ; two qualifica- 
3 tions of great weight with a girl of my age, whoſe 
4 heart was not deeply intereſted in the cauſe. Never- 
theleſs, the page prevailed over this formidable rival ; 
though our amour went no farther than a little flirting, 
and ceaſed entirely when I left the place. 
© Next year, however, I reviſited this agreeable ſcene, 
and paſſed my time in the ſame circle 6 
in which, indeed, each ſeaſon at Bath is exactly re- 
ſembled by that which ſucceeds, allowing for the dif- 
terence of company, which is continually yarying. 
There I met with the ſame incenſe, and again had my 
favqurite, who was a North Briton, and captain of foot, 
near forty years of age, and a little lame; an impedi- 
| ment which I did not diſcover, until it was pointed out 
| by ſome of my companions, who rallied me upon my 
choice. He was always chearful, and very amorous z 
had a good countenance, and an excellent underſtand- 
ing; poſſeſſed a great deal of art, and would have per- 
ſuaded me to marry him, had I not been reftrained by 
the authority of my father, whoſe conſent was to be ob- 

tained in favour of a man of his fortune. 
* At the ſame time, many propoſals of marriage were 
made to my parents; but as they came from people 
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whom TI did not like, I rejected them all; being deter- 
mined to refuſe every man who did not make his ad- 
dreſſes to myſelf in perſon, becauſe I had no notion of 
marrying for any thing but love. 

© Among theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh earl, 
whole pretenſions were broke off by ſome difference 
about ſettlements ; and the ſon of an Engliſh baron, 
with whom my father was in treaty, when he carried 
me to town, on a viſit to 2 young lady, with whom I 


had been intimate from my infancy. She was juſt de- 


livered of her firſt ſon, for whom we ſtood ſpontors : ſo 
that this occaſion detained us a whole month; during 
which, I went to a ball at court on the queen's birth- 
day, and there, for the firſt time, felt what love and 
beauty were. 

The ſecond ſon of Duke H , who had juſt re- 
turned from his travels, was dancing with the princeſs- 
royal, when a young lady came and deſired me to go 
and ſee a ſtranger, whom all the world admired: upon 
which I followed her into the circle, and obſerved this 
object of admiration. He was dreſſed in a coat of 
white cloth, faced with blue ſattin embroidered with 
filver, of the ſame piece with his waiſtcoat ; his fine 
hair hung down his back in ringlets below his waiſt, 


his hat was laced with filver, and garniſhed with a 


white feather; but his perſon beggared all deſcription. 
He was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor meagre; 
his limbs finely proportioned, his countenance open and 
majeſtick, his eyes Fall of ſweetneſs and vivacity, his 
teeth regular, and his pouting lips of the complexion of 
the damaſk roſe. In ſhort, he was formed for love, and 
inſpired it wherever he appearcd ; nor was he a niggard 
of his talents, but liberally returned it; at leaſt, what 
paſſed for ſuch; for he had a flow of gallantry, for 
which many ladies of this land can vouch from their 
own experience: but he exclaimed againſt marriage, 
becauſe he had as yet met with no woman to whole 
charms he would ſurrender his liberty, though a prin- 
cels 
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ceſs of France, and a lady of the ſame rank in 5 
were ſaid to be at that time enamoured with his perſon, 

« I went home, totally ingroſſed by his idea, flatter- 
ing myſelf, that he had obſerved me with ſome atten- 
tion; for I was young and new, and had the good for- 
tune to attract tlie notice and approbation of the queen 
herſelf. | 

Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably ſur- 
prized with the appearance of this amiable ftranger, 
who no ſooner ſaw me enter, than he appreached fo 


near to the place where I fat, that I overheard what he 


ſaid to his companions z and was ſo happy as to find 
myſelf the object of his diſcourſe, which abounded with 
rapturous expreſſions of love and admiration. 

I could not liſten to theſe tramſports without emo- 


tion ; my colour changed, my heart throbbed with un- 


uſual violence, and my-eyes betrayed my inclination 
in ſundry favourable glances, which he ſeemed to inter- 
pret aright, though he could not then avail himſelf of 
his ſucceſs, ſo far as to communicate his ſentiments by 
ſpeech, becauſe we were ſtrangers to each other. 

] paſſed that night in the moſt anxious ſuſpenſe, 
and ſeveral days elapſed before I ſaw him again. At 
length, however, being at court on a ball-night, and 
determined againſt dancing, I perceived him among the 
crowd; and, to my n joy, faw him advance 
with my Lord P , who introduced him to my ac- 
quaintance. He ſoon found means to alter my reſolu- 


tion; and I condeſcended to be his partner all the even- 


ing; during which he declared his paſſion in the moſt 
tender and perſuaſive terms that real love could dictate, 
or fruitful imagination invent. 

© I believed his proteſtations, becauſe I wiſhed them 
true, and was an unexperienced girl of fifteen, I 
complied with his requeſt of being permitted to viſit 
me, and even invited him to breakfaſt next morning; 
ſo that you may imagine (I ſpeak to thoſe that feel) 
I did not that night enjoy much repoſe. Such was the 
kurry and flutter of my ſpirits, that I roſe at fix to re- 
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ceive him at ten. I dreſſed myſelf in a new pink ſattin 


gown, and my beſt laced night-cloaths, and was ſo ani- 
mated by the occaſion, that if ever I deſerved a com- 
pliment upon my looks, it was my due at this meeting. 

The wiſhed-for moment came that brought my 
lover to my view; I was overwhelnied with joy, mo- 
deſty, and fear of J knew not what. We ſat down to 
breakfaſt, but did not eat. He renewed his addreſſes 
with irreſiſtible eloquence, and preſſed me to accept of 
his hand without turther heſitation ; but to ſuch a pre- 
cipitate ſtep I objected, as a meaſure repugnant to de- 
cency, as well as to that duty which I owed my father, 
whom I tenderly loved. | 

© Though I withitood this premature propoſal, I did 
not attempt to diiguiſe the ſituation of my thoughts; 
and thus commenced a tender. correſpondence, which 
was maintained hy letters while J remained in the 
country, and carried on, when I was in town, by pri- 
vate interviews, twice or thrice a week, at the houle of 
my milliner, where ſuch endearments paſſed as refined 
and happy lovers know, and others can only gueſs, 
Truth and innocence prevailed on my fide, while his 
heart was fraught with ſincerity and love. Such fre- 
quent intercourſe created an intimacy which I began 
to think dangerous, and therefore yielded to his re- 
peated deſire that we might be united for ever; nay, I 
reſolved to avoid him until the day ſhould be fixed, and 
very innocently (though not very wiſely) told him my 
realon for this determination, which was no other than 
a conſciouſneſs of my incapacity to refuſe him any 
thing he ſhould demand as a teſtimony of my love. 

The time was accordingly appointed, at the diſ- 


. tance of a few days, during which I intended to have 


implored my father's content, though I had but faint 

hopes of obtaining it; but he was by ſome means or 

other apprized of our deſign, before F could prevail up- 

on mylelf to make him _acquair.ted with our purpoſe. 

J had danced with my lover at the Ridotto on the pre- 

ceding evening, and there, perhaps, our eyes betrayed 
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us. Certain it is, ſeveral of Lord W m's relations, 
who diſapproved of the match, came uy and rallied 
him on his paſſions ; Lord S——k in particular uſed 
this remarkable expreſſion ; © Nephew, as much love 
as you pleaſe, but no matrimony.” 

Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the bride- 
groom waiting for me at the appointed place, in all the 
tranſports of impatient expectation, I was, without 
any previous warning, carried into the country by m 
father, who took no notice of the intelligence he had 
received, but decoyed me into the coach on pretenc? of 
taking the air: and when we had proceeded as far as 
Turnham Green, gave me to underitand that he would 
dine in that place. 

There was no remedy : I was obliged to bear my 
diſappointment, though with an aching heart, and fol- 
lowed him up ſtairs into an apartment, where he told 
me he was minutely informed of my matrimonial 
ſcheme. I did not attempt to diſguiſe the truth, but 
aſſured him, while tears guſhed from my eyes, that my 
want of courage alone had hindered me from making 
him privy to my. pation: though I owned, I ſhould 
have married Lord V/ m, even though he had dif- 
approved of my choice. I reminded him of the uncaly 
life I led at home, and frankly acknowledged, that I 
loved my admirer too well to live without him; though 
it he would favour me with his conſent, I would deter 
my intention, and punctually obſerve any day he would 
fix for our nuptials. Meanwhile, I begged he would 
permit me to ſend a meſſage to Lord W m, who 
was waiting in expeCtation,of my coming, and might 
without ſuch notice imagine I was playing the jilt. 
He granted this laſt requeſt; in conſequence of which 
I ent a letter to my lover, who, when he received it, 
had almoſt fainted away, believing I ſhould be locked 
5 in the country, and ſnatched for ever from his arms. 

ort ured with theſe apprehenſions, he changed cloaths 
immediately, and taking horſe, refolved to follow me 
whitherſoever we ſhouid go. Aſter 
Vor. III. 
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After dinner we proceeded as far as Brentford, 
where we lay, intending to be at my father's country 
houſe next night; and my admirer putting up at the 
{ame inn, practiſed every expedient his invention could 
tuggelt to procure an interview; but all his endeavours 
were unſucceſsful, becaule I, who little dreamed of his 
being ſo near, had gone to bed upon our firſt arrival, 
overwhelmed with affliftion and tears. 

© In the morning I threw myſelf at my fathers feet, 
and conjured him by all the tics of paternal affection, 
to indulge me with an opportunity of ſceing my ad- 
mirer once more, before I thould be conveyed from his 
wiſhes. The melancholy condition in which I pre- 
ferred this ſapplication, melted the tender heart of my 
parent, who yielded to my ſolicitations, and carried me 
back to town for that purpoſe. 

Lord W m, who had watched our motions, 
and arrived at his own lodgings before we arrived at 
my father's houſe, obeyed my ſummons on the inſtant, 
and appeared before me like an angel. Our faculties 
were, tor ſome minutes, ſuſpended by a conflict ot grief 
and joy. At length, I recovered the uſe of {pecch, and 
gave him to underſtand, that I was come to town in 
order to take my leave of him, by the permiſſion of my 
father, whom I had promited to attend into the country 
next day, before he would conſent to my return; the 
chief cauſe and pretence of which, was my earneſt de- 
fire to convince him, that J was not to blame tor the 
diſappointment he had ſuffered, and that I ſhould ſee 
him again in a month, when the nuptial knot ſhould be 
tied in ſpite of all oppotition. | 

My lover, who was better acquainted with tle 
world, had well nigh run diſtracted with this inform. - 
tion. He ſwore he would not leave me, until I ſhould 


promiſe to meet and marry him next day; or, if I r= 


juled to grant that requeſt, he would immediately 
leave the kingdom, to which he would never more re- 
turn; and before his departure, ſacrifice Lord H—-B—, 
ſou to the Duke of 8. A —, who was the only per- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 63 
fn upon earth who could have betrayed us to my fa- 
ther, becauſe he alone was truſted with the ſecret of 
our intended marriage, and had actually undertaken to 
give me away; an office which he afterwards declined. 
Lord W——m alfo athrmed, that my father decoyed 
me into the country, with a view of cooping me up, 
and ſequeſtering me entirely from his view and correſ- 
pondance. ] 

© In vain I pleaded my father's well-known tender. 
neſs, and uſed all the arguments I could recolle& to 
divert him from his revenge upon Lord H He 
was deaf to all my repreſentations, and nothing, I 
found, would prevail upon him to ſuppreſs his reſent- 
ment, but a poſitive promiſe to comply with his former 
deſire. I told him I would hazard every thing to make 
him happy; but could not, with any regard to my 
duty, take ſuch a ſtep without the knowledge of my 
parent; or, if I were fo inclined, it would be im- 
practicable to elude his vigilance and ſuſpicion. How- 
ever; he employed ſuch pathetick remonſtrances and 
retained ſuch a powerful advocate within my own 
breaſt, that before we parted I aſſured him, my whole 
power ſhould be exerted for his ſatis faction; and he 
nignifiod his reſolution of ſitting up all night, in expec- 
tation of ſeeing me at his lodgings. 

He had no ſooner retired, than I went into the next 


room, and deſired my father to fix a day for the marri- 


age; in which caſe, I would chearfully wait upon him 
to the country; whereas, ſhould he deny my requeſt, 
on pretence of ſtaying for the conſent of my mother's 


relations, which was very uncertain, I would ſeize the 


frit opportunity of marrying Lord W——m, coſt what 
it would, He conſented to the match, but would not 
appoint a day for the ceremony, which he propoſed to 
deter until all parties ſhould be agreed; and ſuch a fa- 
vourable criſis, I feared, would never happen, 

© I therefore reſolved within myſelf to gratify my 
bver's expectation, by eloping, if poſſible, that very 
night; though the exccution of this plan was ex- 
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tremely difficult, becauſe my father was upon the alarm, 
and my own maid, who was my bedfellow, altogether 
in his intereſt. Notwithſtanding theſe conſiderations, 
I found means to engage one of the houſe-maids in my 
behalf, who beſpoke an hackney-coach, to be kept in 
waiting all night: and to bed I went with my Abigail, 
whom, as I had not cloſed an eye, I waked about five 
in the morning, and ſent to pack up tome things for our 
intended journey. 

While ſhe was thus employed, I got up, and hud- 
dled on my cloaths, ſtanding upon my pillow, leſt my 
father, who lay in the chamber below, ſhould hear me 
a- foot, and ſuſpect my deſign. | 

Having dreſſed myſelf with great diſpatch and diſ- 
order, I flounced down ſtairs, ſtalking as heavily as I 
could tread, that he might miſtake me for one of the 
ſervants: and my confederate opening the door, I fal- 
lied out into the ſtreet, though I knew not which way 
to turn: and, to my unſpeakable mortification, neither 
coach nor chair appeared. | 

© Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope of 
finding a convenience, and being not only diſappointed 
in that particular, but alſo bewildered in my peregri- 
nation, I began to be exceedingly alarmed with the 
apprehenſion of being met by ſome perſon who might 
know me; becauſe, in that caſe, my deſign would un- 
doubtedly have been diſcovered, from every eircum- 


| ſtance of my appearance at that time of day, for I had 


put on the yery cloaths which I had pulled off over 
night, ſo that my dreſs was altogether oi! and pecu- 
liar z my ſhoes were very fine, and over 2 lunge hoop I 
wore a pink ſattin quilted petticoat trimmed with ſil- 
ver, which was partly covered by a white dimity night- 
gown, a full quarter of a yard too ſhort z my hand- 
kerchiet and apron were hurried on without pinning; 
my night-cap could not contain my hair, which hung 
about my ears in great diſorder; and my countenance 
denoted a mixture of hope and fear, joy and ſhame. 
In this dilemma, I made my addreſſes to that ho- 
nourable 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5 
nourable member of ſociety, a ſhoe black, whom I 
earneſtly intreated to provide me with a coach or chair, 
promiſing to reward bim liberally for his trouble; but 
he having the misfortune to be lame, was unable to keep 


up with my pace; ſo that, by his advice and direction, 


x went into the firſt publick-houſe I found open, where 
I itayed ſome time, in the utmoſt conſternation, among 
a crew of wretches whom I thought proper to bribe 
tor their civility, not without the terror of being ſtrip- 
ped, At length, however, my meſſenger returned with 
4 chair, of which I took immediate poſſeſñon; and 
tearing that, by this time, my family would be alarmed, 
and fend directly to Lord W m's lodgings, I or- 
dered myſelf to be carried thither backwards, that fo I 


might paſs undiſcovered. 


* This ſtratagem ſucceeded according to my wiſh; I 
ran up ſtairs, in a ſtate of trepidation, to my faititul 
Iver, who waited for me with the moſt impatient and 
tearful ſuſpenſe. At fight of me his eyes lightened 
with tranſport; he caught me in his arms, as the 
richeſt preſent Heaven could beſtow ; gave me to un- 
derſtand that my father had already ſent to his lodg- 
mgs in queſt of me; then applauding my love and re- 
ſolution in the moſt rapturous terms, he ordered a 
hackney- coach to be called, and that we might run na 
ilk of ſeparation, attended me to church, where we 
wore fawtully joined in the ſight of Heaven. 

* His fears were then all over, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation. I dreaded the fight of my 
ticher, and ſhared all the ſorrow he ſuff-red on account 
of my undutiful behaviour; for J loved him with ſuch 
piety of affection, that I would have endured every 
other ſpecies of diſtreſs, rather than have given him the 
leaſt uncaſinels ; but love (where he reigns in full em- 
pire) is altogether irreſiſtible, ſurmounts every diffi- 
cuity, and ſwallows up all other conſiderations. This 
was the caſe with me; and now the irrevocable ſtep 
was taken, my firſt care was to avoid his fight, With 
Eus view, I begged that Lord V/——m would think 
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66 PEREGRINE PICKLE, | 
of ſome remote place in the country, to which we might 
retire for the preſent ; and he forthwith condufted me 
to a houſe on Blackheath, where we were very civilly 
received by a laughter-loving dame, who ſeemed to 
miſtake me for one of her own ſiſterhood. 

I no ſooner perceived her opinion, than J deſired 
Lord W m to undeceive her; upon which ſhe was 
acquainted with the nature of my fituation, and ſhewed 
us into a private room, where I called for pen and pa- 
per, and wrote an apology to my father, for having 
acted contrary to his will in ſo important a concern. 

This taſk being performed, the bridegroom gave 
me to underſtand, that there was a neceſſity for our be- 
ing bedded immediately, in order to render the mar- 
riage binding, left my father ſhould diſcover and part us 
before conſummation. I pleaded hard for a reſpite till 
the evening, objecting to the indeceney of going to bed 
before noon ; but he found menns to invalidate all my 
arguments; and to convince me that 1t was now my 
duty to obey. Rather than hezard the imputation of 
being obſtinate and refractory on the firſt day of my 
probation, I ſuffered myſelf to be led into a camyer, 
which was darkened by my expreſs ſtipulation, tha my 
ſhame and confuſion might be the better concealed, 
and yielded to the privilege of a dear huſband, who 
loved me to adoration. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon we were cola 
to dinner, which we had ordered to be ready at four; 
but ſuch a paltry care had been forgot, amidft the tranſ- 
ports of our mutual bliſs. We got vp, however; and 
when we came down ſtairs, I was ahaned to fee the 
light of day, or meet the eyes of my beloved lord. I 
ate little, faid leſs, was happy, though overwhelmed 
with confuſion ; underwent a thouſn agitations, ſome 
of which were painful, but by far the greater part be- 
longed to rapture and delight; we were emparadiied in 
the gratification of our mutual wiſhes, and felt all that 
love can beſtow, and ſenſibility can enjoy. | 
In the twilight we returned to Lord W m's 
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lodgings in town, where I received a letter from my 
father, importing, that 'he would never ſee me again. 
But there was one circumſtance in his manner of writ- 
ing, from which I conceived a happy preſage of his fu- 
ture indulgence. He had begun with his uſual appel- 
lation of Dear Fanny, which though it was expunged to 
make way for the word Madam, encouraged me to hope 
that his paternal fondneſs was not yet extinguiſhed. 

At {upper we were viſited by Lord W——m's 
younger ſitter, who laughed at us for our inconſiderate 
match, though ſhe owned, ſhe envied our happineſs, 
and offered me the vie of her cloaths, until I could re- 
trieve my own, She was a woman of a great deal of 
humour, plain but genteel, civil, friendly, and per- 
fectly well bred, She favoured us with her company 
till the night was pretty far advanced, and did not take 
her leave till we retired ro our apartment. 

As our lodgings were not ſpacious or magnificent, 
we refolved to. ie little company ;z but this reſolution 
was fruſtrated by the numerous acquaintance of Lord 
. m, who let in half the town ; ſo that I run the 


gauntlet for a whole week among a ſet of wits, who al- 


ways delight in teazing a young creature of any note, 
wien ſhe happens to make ſuch a ſtolen match. Among 
thoſe that viſited us upon this occaſion, was my lord's 
younger brother, who was at that time in keeping with 
a rich heireſs of maſculine memory, and took that op- 
portunity of making a parade with his equipage, which 
was indeed very magnificent, but altogether diſregarded 
by us, whoſe happineſs conſiſted in the opulence of 
mutual love. 

© This ceremony of receiving viſits being performed, 
we went to wait on his mother the Ducheſs of H——, 
vho hearing I was an heireſs, readily forgave her 
fon for maiiying without her knowledge and conſent, 
and favoured us with a very cordial reception; in- 
ſomuch, that, for ſeveral months, we dined almoft 
conſtantly at her table; and I muſt own, I always 
found hei unaltered in her civility and affection, con- 

trary 
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trary to her general character, which was haughty and 
capricious. She was undoubtedly a woman of great 
ſpirit and underſtanding, but ſubject to an infirmity 
which very much impairs and diſguiſes every other 
qualification. 

In about three weeks after our marriage, I was ſo 
happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my father, to 
whoſe houſe we repaired, in crder to pay our reipects 
and ſubmiſſion. At fight of me he wept; nor did I 
behold his tears unmoved : my heart was overcharged 
with tenderneſs and f{orrow, for having offended ſuch 
an indulgent parent; ſo that I mingled my tears with 
his; while my dear huſpand, whoſe foul was of the 
ſofteſt and gentleſt mould, melted with ſympathy at 
the affecting ſcene. | 

Being thus reconciled to my father, we attended 
him into the country, where we were received by my 
mother, who was a ſenſible good woman, though not 
ſuſceptible to love, and therefore le!s apt to excule a 
weakneſs to which ſhe was an utter ſtranger. This 
was likewiſe the caſe with an uncle, from whom I had 
great expectations. He was a plain gooc-natured | 
man, and treated us with great courteſy z though his 
motions, in point of love, were not exactly conformable 
to ours. Nevertheleſs, I was, and ſeemed to be 1a 
happy in my choice, that ««y family net only became 
ſatisfied with the match, but exceedingly iond of Lord 
VV m. 8 | 

© After a ſhort ſtay with them in the country, we re- 
turned to London, in order to be introduced at court, 
and then ſet out for the North, on a viſit to my bro- 
ther-in-law the Duke of H , who had, by a letter 
to Lord W——m, invited us to his habituaticn, My 
father accordingly equipped vs with horſes and money 
for our own finances were extremely flender, coniifting 
only of a ſmall penſton allowed by his grace, upon 
whom the brothers were entircly dependent, the father 
having died ſuddenly, before juitable provifien cguld 
be made for his younger chillen. © When 
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© When I took my leave of my relations, bidding 
adieu to my paternal home, and found myſelf launching 
into a world of care and trouble, though the voyage on 
which I had embarked was altogether voluntary, and 
my companion the perſon on whom I doated to diſtrac- 
tion, I could not help feeling ſome melancholy ſenſa- 
tions: which, however, in a little time, gave way to a 
train of more agreeable ideas. I was viſited in town 
by almoſt all the women of faſhion, many of whom, I 
perceived, envied me the poſſeſſion of a man who had 
made ſtrange havock among their hearts, and fome of 
them knew the value of his favour. One in particu- 
lar endeavoured to cultivate my friendſhip with ſingu- 
lar marks of regard; but I thought proper to diſcou- 
rage her advances, by keeping within the bounds of 
bare civility z and indeed, to none of them was J laviſh 
of my complaiſance, tor I dedicated my whole time to 
the object of my affection, who engroſſed my wiſhes to 
ſuch a degree, that although I was never jealous, (be- 
cate I had no reaſon to be ſo) I envied the happineſs of 
very woman whom he chanced at any time to hand in- 

to a coach. | | 

„The Ducheſs of ——, who was newly married to 
the Earl of P , a particularfriend of Lord W—m's, 
carried me to court, and preſented me to the queen, who 
expreſſed her approbat ion of my perſon in very particu- 
lar terms, and obſerved the ſatisfaction that appeared 
m my countenance, with marks of admiration ; defired 
her ladies to take netice, how little happineſs depended 
upon wealth, fince there was more joy in my face than 
in all her court beſides, 

© Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm me 
with bluſhes, which her majeſty ſeemed to behold with 
pleaſure; for ſhe frequently repeated the remark, and 
ſhewed me to all the foreigners of diſtinction, with 
miny gracious expreſſions ot favour. She wiſhed Lord 
W——n happineis inftcad of joy: and was pleaſed to 
promiſe that ſhe would provide for her pretty. beggars; 
and poor enough we certainly were in every * but 
ove. 
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love. Nevertheleſs we felt no neceſſities, but paſſed 
the ſummer in a variety of pleaſures and parties; the 
greateſt part of which were planned by Lord W— s 


ſiſter and another lady, who was at that time miſtreſs to 


the prime miniſter, The firſt was a wit, but homely 
in her perſon, the other, a woman of great beauty and 
maſculine underſtanding; and a particular friendſhip 
ſubſiſted between them, though they were both lovers of 
power and admiration, e 

© This lady, who fat at the helm, was extremely ele- 
gant as well as expenſive in her diverſions, in many of 
which we bore a ſhare; particularly her parties upon the 
water, which were contrived in all the magnificence of 
taſte. In the courſe of theſe amuſements, a trifling 
circumſtance occurred, which I ſhall relate as an in- 
ſtance of that jealous ſenſibility which characterized 
Lord W m's diſpoſition. A large company of 
ladies and gentlemen having agreed to dine at Vaux- 
hall, and ſup at Marble Hall, where we propoſed to 
conclude the evening with a dance, one barge being in- 
Iuficient to contain the whole company, we were di- 
vided by lots; in conſequence of which, my huſband 
and I were parted. The ſeparation was equally mo! « 
tilying to us both, who, though married, were ſtill 
lovers; and my chagrin was increaſed, when J per- 
ccived that I was doomed to fit by Sir W Y—_—— 
a man of profefied gallantry; for, although Lord 
W m had, before his marriage, made his addreſſes 
to every woman he ſaw, I knew very well he did not 
deſire that any perſon ſhould make love to his wife. 

© That I. might not therefore give umbrage, by talk- 
ing to this gallant, I converſed with a Scots nobleman, 
who, according to common report, had formerly ſighed 
among my admirers , by theſe means, in ſeeking to 
avoid one error, I unwittingly plunged myſelf into 2 
greater; and diſobliged Lord W m ſo much, that 
he could not conceal his diſpleaſure z nay, fo deeply 
was he offended at my conduct, that in the evening, 
when the ball began, he would ſcarce deign to take me 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, + 7, 
by the hand in the courſe of dancing, and darted ſuch 
unkind looks as picrced me to the very foul. What 
augmented my concern, was my ignorance of the t eſ- 

als I had committed. I was tortured with a thouſand 
eaſy reflections; I began to fear that J had miſtaken 
his temper, and given my heart to a man who was tired 
of poſſeſſion; though I refolved to bear without com- 
plaming the misfortune I had entailed upon myſelf. 

I ſcized the firſt opportunity of ſpeaking to him, 
and thereby diſcovered the cauſe of his chagrin ; but, 
as there was no time for expoſtulation, the miſunder- 
ſtanding continued on his ſide, with ſuch evident marks 
of uneaſineſs, that every individual of the company 
made up to me, and enquired about the cauſe of his 
diforder ; fo that I was tain to amuſe their concern by 
faying that he had been ill the day before, and dancing 
did not agree with his conſtitution. So much was he 
incenſed by this unhappy circumſtance of my conduct, 
which was void of all mtention to offend him, that he 
determined to be revenged of me for my indiſcretion; 
and, at ſupper, chancing to fit between two very hand- 
ſome ladies (one of whom is lately dead, and the other, 
at prelent, my neighbour in the country) he affected an 
air of gaicty, and openly coquetted with them both. 

This was not the only puniſhment he inflifted on 
his innocent wife. In the courſe of our entertainment, 
we engaged in ſome ſimple diverſion, in conſequence of 
which the gentlemen were ordered to falute the ladies 
when Lord W , In performing this command, un- 
kindly neglected me in my turn; and I had occaſion 
tor all my diſcretion and pride, to conceal from the 
company the agonies I felt at this mark of indifference 
2nd difiefpett. However, I obtained the victory over 
my* .*. and pretended to laugh at his huſband-like be- 


| haviour, while the tears ſtood in my eyes, and my heart 


tweiled even to burſting. 

* We broke up about five, after having ſpent the 
moſt tedious evening I had ever known; and this of- 
tended lover went to bed in a ſtate of ſullen filence and 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

dileut. Whatever deſire I had to come to an expla⸗ 
nation, I thought myielf ſo much aggrieved by his un- 
reaſonable pre ejudice, that I could not prevail upon my- 
ſelf to demand a conference, till after his firſt nap, 

when my pride giving way to my tendernets, I claſped 
him in my arms, though he pretended to diſcourage 
theſe advances of my love: I aſked how he could be ſo 
unjuſt as to take umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom he knew I had refuſed for his fake.” I chid him 
for his barbarous endeavours to awake my jealouſy, 
and uſed juch irreſiſtible arguments in my own vindica- 
tion, that he was convineed of my innocence, ſealed my 
acquital with a kind embrace, and we mutually enjoyed 
the ſoft tranſports of a fond reconciliation. 

© Never was pation more eager, delicate or unre- 
ſerved, than that which glowed ithin our breaſts, 
Far from being cloyed with the poſſeſſion of each other, 
our raptures tcemed to increaſe with the term of our 
union. When we were. parted, though but for a few 
hours, by the necciiary avccations ot lite, we were un- 
happy during that brief ſepar: tion, and met again, 
like lovers who know no joy but in one another's pre- 
ſence. How many delicious evenings did we ſpend to- 
gether, in our little apartment, atter we had ordered 
the candles to be taxen away, that we might enjoy the 
agreeable reflection of the moon in a fine ſummer's 
evening. Such a mild and ſolemn ſcene naturally diſ- 
poſes the mind to peace and benevolence; but when 
unproved with the converiation of the man one loves, 
it fills the imagination with ideas of incifable delight! 
For my own part, I can ſafely ſay, my heart was ſo 
wholly engroſſed by my hutband, that I never took 
pleature in any diverſion where he was not pertonaliy 
concerned; nor was I ever guiity ot one thought eg 
nant to my duty and my love. 

In the autumn we ſet out for the North, and 
were met on the rode by the duke and twenty gentle- 
men, who conducted us to H——n, where we lived in 
all imaginable ſplendour. is grace, at that time, 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 73 
maintained above an hundred ſervants, with a band 
of muſick, which always performed at dinner; kept 
open table, and was viſited by a great deal of company. 
The economy of his houſe was ſuperintended by his 
eldeſt ſiſter, a beautiful young lady of an amiable tem- 

er, with whom I ſoon contracted an intimate friend- 
ſhip. She and the duke uſed to rally me upon my 
fondneſs for Lord W m, who was a ſort of an hu- 
mouriſt, and apt to be in a pet, in which cafe he would 
leave the company, and go to bed by ſeven o'clock in 
the evening. On theſe occaſions, I always diſappeared, 

iving up every conſideration to that of plcating my 
at, notwithſtanding the ridicule of his relations, 
who taxed me with having ſpoiled him with too much 
indulgence. Bur how could I expreſs too much 
tenderneſs and condeſcenſion, for a man who doated 
upon me to ſuch exceſs, that when buſineſs obliged him 
to leave me, he always ſnatched the firſt opportunity to 
return, and often rode through darknels, ſtorms, and 
tempeſts, to my arms ! 

Having ftayed about ſeven months in this place, I 
found myſelf in a fair way of being a mother; and that 
I might be near my own relations, in ſuch an intereſt- 
ing ſituation, I and my dear companion departed from 
H n, not without great reluctance; for I was fond 
of the Scots in general, who treated me with great hoſ- 
pitality and reſpect ; and to this day, they pay me the 
compliment of ſaying, I was one of the beit wives in 
that country, which is ſo juſtly celebrated for good 
women. | | 

© Lord W——m having attended me to my father's 
houſe, was obliged to return to Scotland to ſupport his 
intereſt in being elected member of parliament ; ſo that 
he took his leave of me, with a full reſolution of ſecin 
me again, before the time of my lying- in; and all the 
comfort I enjoyed in his abſence, was the peruſal of his 
letters, which I punctually received, together with thoſe 
of his ſiſter, who from time to time favoured me with 
allurances of his conſtancy and devotion. Indeed thele 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 

teſtimonials were neceſſary to one of my diſpoſition ; for 
I was none of thoſe who could be contented with half 
an heart. I could not even ſpare one complacent look 
to any other woman, but expected the undivided ho- 
mage of his love. Had I been diſappointed in this 
expeQation, I ſhould, (though a wife) have rebelled 
or died. | 95 

* Meanwhile my parents treated me with great ten- 
derneſs, intending that Lord W——m ſhould be ſet- 
tled in a houte of his own, and accommodated with my 
fortune, and his expectations from the queen were very 
ſanguine, when I was taken ill, and delivered of a dead 
child; an event which affected me extremely. When 
J underſtood the extent of my misfortune, my heart 
throbbed with ſuch violence, that my breaſt could ſcarce 
contain it; and my anxiety being aggravated by the 


abſence of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, of 


nich he was no ſooner apprized by letter, than he 
came poſt from Scotland; but before his arrival, I was 
ſuppoſed to be ma fair way. : | 

During this journey, he was tortured with all that 
terrible ſulpenſe, which prevails in the minds of thoie 
who are in danger of loſing that which is moſt dear to 
them; and when he entered the houſe, was ſo much 
overwnelmed with apprehenſion, that he durſt not en- 
quire about the ſtate of my health, 

As for my part, I never cloſed an eye from the 
time on which I expected his return; and when J heard 
his voice, I threw open my curtains, and fat up in the 
bed to receive him, though at the hazard of my life, 
He run towards me with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, 
and claſped me in his arms; he kneeled by the bed 
he, kifſed my hand a thouſand times, and wept with 
tranſports of tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, this meet- 
ing was fo pathetick, as to overcome my enfeebled con- 
ſtitution; and we were parted by thoſe who were wiler 
than ourſelves, and ſaw nothing was ſo proper for us 
as a little repoſe. 

But how ſhall J relate the deplorable tranſition 
* | 4 from 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
from envied happineſs to exceſs of miſery, which I now 
ſuſtained! My month was hardly up, when my dear 


- huſband was taken ill; perhaps the tatigue of body as 


well as of mind, which he had undergone on my ac- 


count, occaſioned a fatal ferment in his blood, and his 


health fell a ſacrifice to his love. Phyſicians were called 
from London ; but, alas! they brought no hopes of his 
recovery. By their advice, he was removed to town, 
for the convenience of being punctually attended, 
Every moment was too precious to be thrown away 
he was therefore immediately put into the coach, though 
the day was far ſpent; and I, though exceedingly 
weak, accompanied him in the journey, which was 
performed by the light of flambeaus, and rendered un- 
ſpeakably ſhocking, by the diſmal apprehenſion of 
loſing him every moment. TY} 

At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings in 
Pall Mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and attend- 
ed the iſſue of his diſtemper, in all the agonies of hor- 
ror and deſpair. In a little time his malady ſettled 
upon his brain, and in his delirium, he uttered ſuch 
dreadful exclamations, as were ſufficient to pierce the 
moſt ſavage heart. What effect then muſt they have 
had on mine, which was fraught with every ſentiment 
of the moſt melting affection! It was not a common 
grief that took poſſeſſion of my foul; I felt all the ag- 
gravation of the moſt acute diſtreſs. I ſometimes ran 
down to the ſtreet in a fit of diftraction ; I ſent for the 
doctors every minute; I wearied Heaven with my 
prayers :; even now my heart aches at the remembrance 
of what I ſuffered, and I cannot without trembling 
proceed with the waetul ſtory. 

After having Jain inſenſible ſome days, he recover. 
ed the uſe of ſpeech, and called upon my name, which 
he had a thouſand times repeated while he was bereft: 
of reaſon. All hope of his life was now relinquiſhed, 
and I was led to his bed- ſide to receive his laſt adieu, 
being directed to ſummon all my fortitude, and ſup- 
preſs my ſorrow, that he might not be diſturbed by my 
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76 PEREGRINE PICKLE. h 
agitation. I collected all my reſolution to ſupport me 
in this affecting ſcene. I ſaw my dear lord in extremity. 
The heauties of his youth were all decayed ; yet his eyes, 
though languid, retained unſpeakable ſweetneſs and ex- 
preſſion. He felt his end approaching, put forth his hand, 
and with a look full of complacency and benevolence, 
uttered ſuch a tender tale Good Heaven! how had I 
deſerved ſuch accumulated affliftion ! the bare remem- 
brance of which now melts me into tears! Human na- 
ture could not undergo my ſituation, without ſuffering 
an extaſy of grief! I claſped him in my arms, and 
kiſſed him a thouſand times, with the moſt violent emo- 
tions of woe; but I was torn from his embrace, and in a 
little time he was raviſhed for ever from my view. 

© On that fatal morning, which put a period to his 
life, I ſaw the Ducheſs of L—— approach my bed, 
and, from her appearance, concluded that he was no 
more ; yet I begged ſhe would not confirm the nnhappy 
preſage, by announcing his death ; and ſhe accordingly 
preſerved the moſt emphatick ſilence. I got up, and 
trod ſoftly over his head, as if I had been afraid of in- 
terrupting his repoſe. Alas! he was no longer ſen- 
ſible of ſuch diſturbance. I was ſeized with a ſtupe- 
faction of ſorrow : I threw up tif window, and look- 
ing around, thought the ſun ſhone with the moſt diſmal 
aſpect; every thing was ſolitary, chearleſs, and replete 
with horror. 

© In this condition J was, by the direction of my 
friend, conveyed to her houſe, where my faculties were 
ſo overpowered by the load of anguiſh which oppreſſed 
me, that I know not what paſſed during the firſt days 
of my unhappy widowhood ; this only I know, the 
kind ducheſs treated me with all imaginable care and 
compaſſion, and carried me to her country-houſe, where 
I ſtayed ſome months; during which, ſhe endeavoured 


to comfort me with all the amuſements ſhe could in- 
vent, and laid me under ſuch obligations, as ſhall never 


be eraled from my remembrance : yet, notwithſtandin 
all her care and concern, I was, by my exceſs of grief, 
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plunged into a languiſhing diſtemper, for which my 
phyſicians adviſed me to drink the Bath waters. 

© In compliance with this preſcription, I went thi- 
ther towards the end of ſummer, and found ſome bene- 
fit by adhering to their directions; though I ſeldom 
went abroad, except when I viſited my ſiſter-in-law, 
who was there with the princeſs ; and upon theſe occa- 
ſions, I never failed to attract the notice of the com- 
pany, who were ſtruck with the appearance of ſuch a 
young creature in weeds, Nor was I free from the 
perſecution of profeſſed admirers ; but being dead to 
all joy, I was deaf to the voice of adulation. | 

About Chriſtmas, I repaired to my father's houſe, 
where my forrows were revived by every object that re- 
called the idea of my dear lamented lord. But theſe. 
melancholy reflections I was obliged to bear, becauſe 
J had no other home or. habitation, being left an un- 
provided widow, altogether dependent on the affection 
of my own family. | 

During this winter, divers overtures were made to 
my father, by people who demanded me in marriage; 
but my heart was not yet ſufficiently weaned from my 
former paſſion, to admit the thoughts of another mai- 
ter. Among thoſe that preſented their propoſals, was 
a certain young nobleman, who, upon the firſt news of 
Lord W m's death, came poſt from Paris, in order 
to declare his paſſion. He made his firſt appearance in 
a hired chariot and fix, accompanied by a big fat fel. 
low, whom (as I afterwards learned) he had engaged 
to ſound his praiſes, with the promiſe of a thouſand 
pounds, in lica of which he paid him with forty, Whe- 
ther it was with a view of ſcreening himſelf from the 
cold, or of making a comtortable medium in caſe of 
being overturned, and falling under his weighty com- 
panion, I know not; but certain it is, the carriage was 
ſtuffed with hay, in ſuch a manner, that when he ar- 
rived, the ſervants were at fome pains in rummaging 
and removing it, before they could come at their mai- 
ter, or help him to alight. When he was lifted out of 
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the chariot, he exhibited a very ludicrous figure to the 
view; he was a thin, meagre, ſhivering creature, of a 
low ſtature, with little black eyes, a long noſe, fallow 
complexion, and pitted with the ſmall-pox ; dreſſed in 
a coat of light brown frieze lined with pink-coloured 
ſhag, a monſtrous ſolitaire and bag, and (if I remem- 
ber aright) a pair of huge jack-boots. Ina word, his 
whole appearance was ſo little calculated for inſpiring 
love, that I had (on the ſtrength of ſeeing him once before 
at Oxford) ſet him down as the laſt man on earth whom 
T would chuſe to wed; and I will venture to affirm, 
that he was in every particular the very reverſe of my 
late huſband. 

As my father was not at home, he ſtayed but one 
evening, and left his errand with my mother, to whom 
he was as diſagreeable as to myſelf; ſo that his propo- 
ſal was abſolutely rejected; and I heard no more of 
him during the {pace of three whole months; at the 
expiration of which I went to town, where this morti- 
tying figure preſented itſelf again, and renewed his 
ſuit, offering ſuch advantageous terms of ſettlement, 
that my father began to reliſh the match, and warmly 


recommended it to my conſideration. 


Lord W m's relations adviſed me to embrace 
the opportunity of making myſelf independent; all my 
acquaintance plied me with arguments to the ſame pur- 
pole: I was uneaſy at home, and indifferent to all 
meankind. I weighed the motives with the objections, 
and witlr reluctance yielded to the importunity of my 
friends. ö 

In conſequence of this determination, the little gen- 
tleman was permitted to viſit me; and the manner of 
his addreſs did not at all alter the opinion I had con- 
ceived of his character and underſtanding. I was even 
ſhocked at the proſpe& of marrying a man whom I 
could not love; and, in order to diſburben my own 
conicience, took an opportunity of telling him one 
evening, as we {at oppoſite to each other, that it was 
not in my power to command my affection, and there- 

tore 
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fore he could not expect the poſſeſſion of my heart, 
Lord W——m's indulgence having ſpoiled me for a 
wife; nevertheleſs, I would endeavour to contract a 
friendſhip for him, which would entirely depend upon 
his own behaviour. 

To this declaration he replied (to my great ſur- 
prize) that he did not deſire me to love him, my friend- 
ſhip was ſufficient ; and next day repeated this ſtrange 
inſtance of moderation in a letter, which I communi- 
cated to my ſiſter, who laughed heartily at the contents, 
and perſuaded me, that ſince I could love no man, he 
was the propereſt perſon to be my huſband. 

« Accordingly, the wedding-cloaths and equipage 
being prepared, the day the fatal day aas fixed! on 
the morning of which I went to the houſe of my bro- 
ther-in-law, Duke H——, who loved me tenderly, and 
took my leave of the family; a family which I ſhall 
always remember with love, honour, and eſteem. His 
grace received me in the moſt affectionate manner, ſay- 
ing, at parting, * Lady WW „if he does not uſe 
you well, I will take you back again.“ | 

The bridegroom and I met at Ox Chapel, 
where the ceremony was performed by the Biſhop of 
W „in preſence of his lordſhip's mother, my father, 
and another lady. The nuptial-knot being tied, we ſet 
out for my father's houſe in the country, and proceeded 
full twenty miles on our journey, before my lord opened 
his mouth; my thoughts having been all that time em- 
ployed on ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſitua- 
tion; for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At 
length my father broke ſilence, and clapping his lord- 
ſhip on the ſhoulder, told him he was but a dull bride- 
groom z upon which, my lord gave him to underſtand, 
that he was out of ſpirits. This dejection continued 
all the day, notwithſtanding the refreſhment of a plen- 


titul dinner, which he ate upon the road; and in the 


evening we arrived at the place of our deſtination, 
where we were kindly received by my mother, though 
FORTY ſac 


80 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 

ſhe had no liking to the match; and after ſupper, we 
retired to our apartment. | 

© Tt was here that I had occaſſon to perceive the moſt 
diſagreeable contraſt between my preſent help-mate and 
my former lord. Inſtead of flying to my arms with all 
the eagerneſs of love and rapture, this manly repreſen- 
tative ſat moping in a corner, like a criminal on exe- 
cution-day, and owned he was. aſhamed to bed a wo- 
man, whole hand he had ſcarce ever touched. 

© I could not help being affected with this puſilla- 


nimous behaviour; I remembered Lord W——m, while 


T ſurveyed the objet before me, and made ſuch a com- 
pariſon as filled me with horror and diſguſt: nay, to 
ſuch a degree did my averſion to this phantom prevail, 
that I began to ſweat with anguiſh at the thought of 


being ſubjected to his pleaſure : and when, after a long 


heſitation, he ventured to approach me, I trembled as 
if I had been expoſed to the embraces of a rattle-inake, 
Nor did the efforts of his love diminiſh this antipathy, 
His attempts were like the pawings of an imp, ſent 
from hell to ſeize and torment ſome guilty wretch, 
ſuch as are exhibited in ſome dramatick performance, 
which I never ſee acted without remembering my wed- 
ding-night, By ſuch ſhadowy, unſubſtantial vexati- 
ous behaviour, was I tantalized and robbed of my 
repoſe ; and early next morning I got up, with a 
moſt ſovereign contempt for my bed-tellow, who in- 
dulged himſelf in bed till eleven. 

Having paſſed a few days in this place, I went 
home with him to his houſe at Twickenham; and ſoon 
after we were preſented at court, when the queen-was 

leaſed to ſay to my lord's mother, ſhe did not doubt 
but we ſhould be an happy couple, tor 1 had becn a good 
wife to my former huſband, | 

© Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in my 
new ſpouſe, he was not wanting in point of liberality: 
I was preſented with a very fine chariot ſtudded with 
ſilver nails, and ſuch a profuſion of jewels as furniſhed 
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I was formerly Queen of Hearts, but now metamor- 
phoſed into the Queen of Diamonds. I now alſo had 
an opportunity (which I did not let flip) of paying 
Lord W——m's debts from my privy purſe: and on 
that ſcore received the thanks of his elder brother, who 
(though he had undertaken to diſcharge them) delayed 
the execution of his purpoſe longer than I thought they 
ſhould remain unpaid. This uncommon ſplendor at- 
tracted the eyes and envy of my competitors, who were 
the more implacable in their reſentments, becauſe, not- 
withſtanding my marriage, I was as much as ever fol- 
lowed by the men of gallantry and pleaſure, among 
whom it is a conſtant maxim, that a woman never 
witholds her affections from her huſband without an 
intention to beſtow them ſomewhere elſe. I never ap- 
peared without a train of admirers, and my houſe in 
the country was always crouded with gay young men 
of quality. 

* Among thoſe who cultivated my good graces with 
the greateſt {kill and aſſiduity, were the Earl C , 
and Mr. S, brother to Lord F The former 
of whom, in the courſe of his addreſſes, treated me with 
an entertainment of ſurprizing magnificence, diſpoſed 
into a dinner, ſupper, and ball; to which I, at his de- 
ſire, invited eleven ladies, whom he paired with the like 
number of his own ſex; ſo that the whole company 
amounted to twenty-four. We were regaled with a 
moſt elegant dinner, in an apartment which was alto- 
gether ſuperb, and ſerved by gentlemen only, no livery 
ſervant being permitted to come within the door. In 
the afternoon we embarked in two ſplendid barges, be- 
ing attended by a band of muſick in a third; and en- 
joyed a delightful evening upon the river, till the twi- 
light, when we returned and began the hall, which was 
conducted with ſuch order and taſte, that mirth and 
good-humour prevailed. No diſſatisfaction appeared, 
except in the countenance of one old maid, ſince mar- 
ried to a ſon of the Duke of „who though ſhe 
would not refuſe to partake of ſuch an agreeable enter- 

tainment, 
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tainment, was diſpleaſed that I ſhould have the honour 
of inviting her. O baletul Envy! thou ſelf-torment- 
ing fiend! How doſt thou predominate in all aſſem- 
blies, from the grand gala of a court to the meeting of 
ſimple peaſants at their harveſt-home! Nor is the pre- 
valence of this ſordid paſſion to be wondered at, if we 
conſider the weakneſs, pride, and vanity of our ſex. 
The preſence of one favourite man ſhall poiſon the en- 
joyment of a whole company, and produce the moſt 
rancorous enmity betwixt the cloſeſt friends. | 

I danced with the maſter of the ball, who employed 
all the artillery of his eloquence in making love; yet I 
did not liſten to his addreſſes, for he was not to my 
taſte, though he poſſeſſed an agreeable perſon, and a 


good acquired underſtanding ; but he was utterly igno- 
rant of that gentle prevailing art which I afterwards 


experienced in Mr. S——, and which was the only 
method he could have ſucceſsfully practiſed, in ſeduc- 


ing a young woman like me, born with ſentiments of þ 


honour, and trained up in the paths of religion and vir- 
tue. This young gentleman was, indeed, abſolutely 
maſter of thoſe infinuating qualifications which few 
women of paſſion and ſenſibility can reſiſt; and had a 
perſon every way adapted for profiting by theſe inſidu- 
ous talents, He was well acquainted with the human 
heart, conſcious of his own power and capacity, and cx- 
erciſed theſe endowments with unwearied perſeverance. 
He was tall and thin, of a ſhape and ſize perfectly agree- 
able to my taſte, with large blue eloquent eyes, good 
teeth, and a long head turned to gallantry. His beha- 
viour was the ſtandard of politeneſs, and all his ad- 
vances were conducted with the moſt profound reſpect; 
which is the moſt effectual expedient a man can ule 
againſt us, if he can find means to periuade us that it 
proceeds from the exceſs and delicacy of his paſſion. It 
is no other than a ſilent compliment, by which our ac- 
compliſhments are continually flattered, and pleaſes in 
proportion to the ſuppoſed underſtanding of him who 
pays it. | By 
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© By theſe arts and advantages this conſummate poli- 
tician in love began by degrees to ſap the foundations 
of my conjugal taith ; he ftole imperceptibly into m 
affection, and by dint of opportunity, which he well 
knew how to improve, triumphed, at laſt, over all his 
rivals. 

Nor was he the only perſon that diſputed my heart 
with Earl C--—, That nobleman was allo rivalled 
by Lord C— H—, a Scotchman, who had been an in- 
tunate and relation of my former huſband. Him LI 
would have preferred to moſt of his competitors, and 
actually coquetted with him for ſome time: but the 
amour was interrupted by his going to Ireland ; upon 
which occaſion, underſtanding that he was but indif- 
ferently provided with money, I made him a preſent of 
a gold ſnuff-box, in which was incloſed a bank- note; 
a trifling mark of my eſteem, which he afterwards juſ- 
tified by the moſt-grateful, friendly, and genteel beha- 
viour; and as we correſponded by Jetters, I frankly 
told him, that Mr. S— had ſtepped in, and won the 
palm from all the reſt of my admirers, 

This new favourite's mother and fiſters, who lived 
in the neighbourhood, were my conitant companions z 
and, in conſequence of this intimacy, he never let a day 
paſs without paying his reſpects to me in perſon ; nay, 
o ingenious was he in contriving the means of promot- 
ing his ſuit, that whethcr I rode or walked, went 
abroad or ſtayed at home, he was always of courſe one 
of the party: ſo that his deſign ſeemed to engroſs his 
whole vigilance and attention. Thus he ſtudied my 
diſpoſition, and eſtabliſned himſelf in my good opinion 
at the ſame time. He found my heart was ſuiceptible 
of every tender impreſſion, and ſaw that I was not tree 
from the vanity of youth; he had already acquired my 
triendſhip and eſteem, from which he knew there was a 
ihort and eaſy tranſition to love. By his penetration 
chuſing proper ſeaſons for the theme, he urged it with 
inci pathetick vows and arttul adulation, as well 
might captivate a young woman of my complexion and 
| inexperlence, 
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inexperience, and circumſtanced as I was, with a huſ- 
band whom I had ſuch reaſon to deſpiſe. BEN» 

© Though he thus made an inſenſible progreſs in my 
heart, he did not find my virtue an eaſy conqueſt z and 
I myſelf was ignorant of the advantage he had gained, 
with regard to my inclinations, until I was convinced 
of his ſucceſs by an alarm of jealouſy which I one day 
felt, at ſeeing him engaged in converſation with an- 
other lady. I forthwith recognized this ſymptom of 
love, with which I had becn formerly acquainted, and 
trembled at the diſcovery of my own weakneſs, I un- 
derwent a ſtrange agitation and mixture of contrary 
ſenſations : I was pleaſed with the paſſion, yet aſhamed 
of avowing it even to my own mind. The rights of a 
huſband (thouglè mine was but a nominal cnc) occur- 
red to my reflection, and virtue, modeſty, and honour, 
forbade me to cheriſh the guilty flame. 

When I encouraged thele laudable ſcruples, and re- 
ſolved to ſacrifice my love to duty and reputation, my 
lord was almoſt every day employed in riding poſt to 
my father, with complaints of my conduct, which was 
hitlierto irreproachable; though the greateſt grievance 
which he pretended to have lutfered, was my refuſing 
to comply with his deſire, vwaen he entreated me to lie 
a whole hour every morning with my neck uncovered, 
that by gazing he might quiet the perturbation of his 
ſpirits. From this requeſt you may judge of the man, 


* py * . . 
as well as of the regard I muſt entertain tor his charac- 


ter and diſpoſition. 

© During the whole ſummer I was beſieged by my 
artful undo-r, and in the autumn ſet out with my lord 
for Bath; where, by reaſon of the intimacy that ſub- 
ſiſted between our families, we lived in tlie ſame houſe 
with my lover and his ſiſter, who, with another agree- 
able young lady, accompanied us in this expedition. 
By this time Mr. $— had extorted from me a confeſ- 
fion of a mutual flame; though I aſſured him that it 
ſizonld never induce me to give up the valuable poſle:- 
ſion of an unſpotted character, aud a conſcience „ 
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of offence. I offered him all the enjoyment he could 
reap from an unreſerved intercourſe of ſouls, abſtracted 
from any ſenſual conſideration. He eagerly embraced 
the Platonick propoſal, becauſe he had ſagacity enougli 


to foreſee the iſſue of ſuch chimerical contracts, and 


knew me too well to think he could accompliſh his 
purpoſe without ſeeming to acquieſce in my own terms, 
and cultivating my tenderneſs under the ſpecious pre- 
text. | 

© In conſequence of this agreement, we took all op- 
portunities * ſeeing each other in private; and theſe 
interviews were ſpent in mutual proteſtations of diſin- 
tereſted love. This correſpondence, though danger- 
ous, was (on my fide) equally innocent and endearing ; 
and many happy hours we paſſed, before my ſentiments 
were diſcovered. At length my lover was taken ill, 
and then my paſſion burſt out beyond the peer of con- 


ccalment; my grief and anxiety became 1 2 


ous in my countenance, and my behaviour was fo in- 
diſcreet, that every body in the houſe perceived the 
ſituation of my thoughts, and blamed my conduct ac- 


cordingly. 


Certain it is, I was extremely imprudent, though 
intentionally innocent. I have lain whole nights by 
my lord, who teazed and tormented me for that which 
nither I could give nor he could take, and ruminated 
on the fatal conſequence of this unhappy flame, until I 
was worked into a fever of diſquiet. I faw there was 
latety but in flight, and often determined to baniſh my- 
ſelf for ever from the ſight of this dangerous intruder, 
But my reſolution always failed at the approach of day, 
and my deſire of ſeeing him as conſtantly recurred. So 
far was I from perſiſting in ſuch commendable deter- 
minations, that, on the eve of our departure from Bath, 
I telt the keeneſt pangs of ſorrow at our approaching 
leparation ; and as we could not enjoy our private in- 
terviews at my houſe in town, I promiſed to viſit him 
at his own apartments, after he had {worn by all that's 
lacred, that he would take no ſiniſter advantage of my 
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condeſcenſion, by pretuming upon the opportunities T 


ſhould give. | 
He kept his word; for he ſaw I truſted to it wit 


fear and trembling, and perceived that my apprehen- 


ſion was not affected, but the natural concern of a 
young creature, diſtrected between love and duty, 
whom had he alarmed, he never would have ſeen within 
his doors again. Inſtead of preſſing me with ſolicita- 
tions in favour of his paſſion, he was more than ever 
reſpectful and complaifant ; ſo that J found myſelf diſ- 
engaged of all reſtraint, conducted the converſation, 
ſhortened and repeated my viſits at my own pleaſure, 
till at laſt I became ſo accuſtomed to this communica- 
tion, that his houſe was as familiar to me as my own. 

Having in this manner ſecured himſelf in my con- 
fidence, he reſumed the favourite topick of love, and 

if advances on the 
ſubject, my heart began to pant; when he ſaw me thus 
moved, he ſnatched the favourable occaſion to practiſe 
all his eloquence and art. I could not reſiſt his energy, 
nor even fly from the temptation that aſſailed me, untib 
he had obtained a promite that he ſhould, at our next 
meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious expectation. 

Upon this condition I was permitted to retire; and 
bleſſed Heaven for my eſcape, fully determined to con- 
tinue in the path of virtue I had hitherto trod, and ſtifle 
the criminal flame, by which my peace and reputation 
were endangered. But his idea which reigned in my 
heart without controul, ſoon baffled all theſe prudent 
ſuggeſtions. 

I ſaw him again; and he reminded me of my pro- 
miſe, which I endeavoured to evade with affected plea- 
ſantry; upon which he manifeſted the utmoſt diſplea- 
ſure and chagrin, ſhedding ſome crocodile tears, and 


upbraiding me with levity and indifference. He ob- 


ſerved, that he had ſolicited my favour for ten long 
months, without intermiſſion, and imagined I had held 
out ſo long on virtuous motives only! but now he 
could plainly perceive that his want of ſucceſs had been 
owing 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, - F 
owing to my want of affection, and that all my pro- 
feſſions were inſincere; in a word, he perſuaded me, 
that his remonſtrances were juſt and reaſonable. I 
could not ſee the affliction of a man I loved, when I 
knew it was in my power to remove it; and rather 
than forfeit his opinion of my ſincerity and love, I con- 
ſented to his wiſh. My heart now flutters at the re- 
membrance of the dear, though fatal indifcretion ; yet 


I refic&t without remorle, and even remember it with 


pleaſure. 

© Tf I could not avoid the cenſure of the world, I 
was reſolved to bear it without repining; and ſure the 
guilt (if there was any in my conduct) was but venial; 
tor I conſidered myſelf as a perſon abſolved of all ma- 
trimonial ties, by the inſignificance of Lord , who, 
though a nominal huſband, was in fact a mere non-en- 
tity, I therefore contracted a new engagement with my 
lover, to which I reſolved to adhere with the moſt 
{ſcrupulous fidelity, without the leaſt intention of in- 
juring my lord or his relations; for had our mutual 
paſſion produced any viſible effects, I would immedi- 
ately have renounced and abandoned my huſband for 
ever, that the fruit of my love for Mr. S8 might not 
have inherited to the detriment of the right heir. This 
was my determination, which I thought juſt, if not 
prudent; and for which I have incurred the imputa- 
tion of folly, in the opinion of this wiſe and honett ge- 
neration, by whoſe example and advice I have, ſince 
that time, been a little reformed in point of pruden- 
tials, though I till retain a ſtrong tendency to return 
to my primitive way of thinking. 

When I quitted Mr. S——, after the ſacrifice J 
had made, and returned to my own bed, it may per- 
haps be ſuppoſed that I ſlept but little. True: I was 
kept awake by the joyful impatience of reviſiting my 
lover. Indeed, I neglected no opportunity of flying to 
his. arms: when Lord —— was in the country, we en- 
Joye each other's company without interruption ; but 
when he reſided in town our correſpondence was limited 
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+ Yo PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
to ſtolen interviews, which were unſpeakably delicious, 
as genuine love preſided at the entertainment. 

Such was my happineſs, in the courſe of this ten- 
der communication, that to this day I remember it 
with pleaſure, though it has coſt me dear in the ſequel, 
and was at that time enjoyed at a conſiderable expence; 
for I devoted myſelf fo entirely to my lover, who was 
deſirous of engroſſing my time and thoughts, that my 
acquaintance which was very numerous, juſtly accuſed 
me of neglect, and of conſequence cooled in their friend 
ſhips; but I was all for love, or the world awell bot. 
And were the ſame opportunity to offer, I would act 
the fame conduct over again. 

Some there are who poſſibly may wonder how I 
could love twice with ſuch violence of affection; but 
all ſuch obſervers muſt be unacquainted with the hu- 
man heart. Mine was naturally adapted for the tender 
paſſions, and had been ſo fortunate, ſo cheriſhed in it's 
firſt impreſſions, that it felt with joy the ſame ſenſa- 
tions revive, when influenced by the ſame engaging 
qualifications. Certain it is, I loved the ſecond time 
as well as the firſt, and better was impoſſible. I gave 
up my all for both: fortune and my father's favour for 
the one; reputation, friends, and fortune, for the other. 


Yet, notwithſtanding this intimate connection. I did 


not re}inquiſh the world all at once; on the contrary, 
I ſtill appeared at court, and attracted the notice and 
approbation of my royal patroneſs; I danced with the 
2 — 0 „a circumſtance which ſo nearly af- 
feted Mr. S „ho was preſent, that, in order to 
manifeſt his reſentment, he choſe the uglieſt woman in 
the ball for his partner; and I no ſooner perceived his 
uneaſineſs than I gave over, with a view of appeaſing 
his diſpleaſure. 

Without repeating particular circumſtances, let it 


ſuffice to ſay, our mutual paſſion was a perfect copy of 


that which had ſubſiſted between me and my dear Lord 

w It was jealous, melting, and delicate, and 

chequered with little accidents, which ſerve to animate 
and 
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and maintain the flame in it's firſt ardency of rapture. 
When my lover was ſick, I attended and nurſed him 
with indefatigable tenderneſs and care; and during an 
indiſpoſition which I caught in the performance of this 
agreeable office, he diſcharged the obligation with all 
the warmth of ſympathy and love. 2 

It was, however, judged neceſſary by the phyſici- 
ans, that I ſhould uſe the Bath waters for the recovery 
of my health; and I ſet out for that place, glad of a 
pretence to be abſent from Lord , with whom I 
lived on very unhappy terms. He had, about nine 
months after our marriage, defired that we might ſleep 
in ſeparate beds, and gave a very whimſical reaſon for 
this propoſal. He laid, the immenſity of his love de- 
prived hun of the power of gratification, and that fome 
commerce with an object, to which his heart was not 
attached, might, by diminiſhing the tranſports of his 
ſpirits, recompoſe his nerves, and enable him to enjoy 
the fruits of his good fortune, 

© You may be ture I made no objeCtions to this plan, 
which was immediately put in execution. He made 
his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury Lane, whoſe name 
(as he told me) was Mrs. Rock. She made ſhift to 
extract ſome money from her patient; but his infir- 
mity was beyond the power of her art, though ſhe 
made ſome miſchief between us; and I communicated 
my ſuſpicion to Duke H „who intended to have 
expoſtulated with her upon the ſubject; but ſhe got in- 
timation of his deſign, and ſaved him the trouble by a 
precipitate retreat. | 

After my return from the Bath, where Mr. S=—— 
and I had liyed happily, until we were interrupted by 
the arrival of my huſband, his lordſhip cxprefled an in- 
clination to be my bedfellow again. In this particu- 
lar I deſired to be excuted. I would not be the firft 
to propoſe the ſeparation, which, though uſual in other 
countries, is contrary to the cuſtom of England, being 
unwilling to furniſh the leaſt handle for centure, as my 
character was {till unblemiſhed; yet, when the ne 
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90 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
ſal came from him, I though myſelf entitled to refuſe 
a re- union, to which I accordingly objected. 

This oppoſition produced a quarrel, which roſe to 
a ſtate of perpetual animoſity ; ſo that we began to talk 
of parting. ly lord reliſhed the expedient, agreeing 


to add three hundred pounds a year to my pin- money, 


which by the bye was never paid; and I renounced all 
ſtate and grandeur, to live in a ſmall houſe that I hired 
at Caſe Horton, where I paſſed my time for two months, 
in the moſt agrecable retirement, with my dear lover. 
At length I was diſturbed by the intruſion of my lord, 


who moleſted me with viſits and ſolicitations to return, 


_ pretending that he had changed his mind, and inſiſting 


upon my compliance with his deſire. 
© I exhauſted my invention in endeavours to evade 
his requeſt ; but he perſecuted me without ceaſing: fo 
that I was fain to capitulate, on condition that he 
ſhould immediately ſet out for France; and that he 
ſhould nat preſume to approach my bed till our arrival 
at Calais. We accordingly departed for that king- 
dom; and, far from infringing the leaſt article of our 
treaty, his lordſhip did not inſiſt on his privilege, be- 
tore we reached the capital of France. 
© Meanwhile, I began to feel the effect of my paſ- 
fion in a very intereſting manner, and communicated 
my diſcovery to the dear author of it, who would not 
leave me in ſuch an affecting fitnation, but took the 
firſt opportunity of following us to France. 
In our road to Paris, we ſtopped to viſit Chantilly, 
a magnificent chateau belonging to the Prince of 
Conde, and there met by accident with ſome Engliſh 
noblemen, to whom I was known. The prince and his 
ſiſters invited me very politely into the gallery where 
they fat. . They complimented me on my perſon, and 
ſeemed to admire my treſs, which was ker new 
to them, being a blue Engliſh riding-habit trimmed 
with gold, and an hat with a feather. They were par- 
ticularly well pleaſed with my hair, which hung down 
to my waiſt, and preſſed me to ſtay a fortnight at their 
houſe; 
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houſe; an invitation which I was very much morti- 
fied at being obliged to refuſe, hecaule my lord did 
not underſtand the French language. I was inchanted 
with the place and the company, the women being 
amiable and the men polite; nor were they ſtrangers }. 
to my name and ftory ; for Mr. S—— calling at the 
ſame place a few days after, they rallied him on my ac- 
count, 

When we arrived at Paris, the firſt thing I did 
was to metamorphoſe myſelf into a Frenchwoman. 
I cut off my hair; hid a very good complexion of my 
own with rouge: reconciled myſelf to powder, which 
I had never uſed before; put on a robe with a large 
hoop; and went to the Thuilleries full of ſpirits and 


joy ; for at that time every thing conſpired to make me 


happy. TI had health, youth, and beauty, love, vanity, 
and affluence, and found myſelf ſurrounded with diver- 
ſions, which were gay, new, and agreeable. My ap- 
; tarance drew upon me the eyes of the whole company, 
who conſidered me as a ſtranger, but not a foreigner, 
ſo compleatly was I equipped in the faſhion of the 
French; and when they underſtood who I was, they 
applauded my perſon with the moſt laviſh encomiums, 
according to their known politenets. 

After having made a circuit round all the publick 
places of entertainment in Paris, I was introduced into 
company by an Engliſh family reſiding in that city; 
and, among others, became acquamted with a French 
lady, whoſe charms were remarkably attractive. The 
Duke of K was her admirer ; but ſhe lived in re- 
putation with her mother and an agreeable ſiſter, whoſe 
lover was the Prince of C (tor almoſt every lady 
in France has her atmant.) | 

© With this charming woman, whoſe name was Ma- 
dame De la T „often made parties of plcaſure. 
The duke, Mr. S——, ſhe and I, uſed to meet in the 
Bois de Boulogne, which is a pleaſure wood at a imall 
diſtance from Paris, whither the company repairs, in 
the ſummer-ſecaſon, for the benefit of the air: and after 
11 5 | having 
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having amuſed ourſelves among the groves, embarked 


in his grace's equipage, which was extremely elegant, 


being a calaſh drawn by ſix fine long-tailed greys, 
adorned with ribbands in the French taſte; and thus 
we were conducted to a little enchanted, or at leaft en- 
chanting palace poſſefſed by the duke, at one end of the 
town: the lower apartment, appropriated to me, was 
furniſhed with yellow and filver ; the bed ſurrounded 
with looking-glaſſes, and the door opened into the gar. 
den, laid out in a cradle-walk, and intervening parterres 
of roſes and other flowers. Above ſtairs my female 
companion lodged, in a chamber furniſhed with chintz. 
We tupped all together in the ſaloon, which, though 
ſmall, was perfectly elegant. The company was al- 
ways good-humoured, the converlation ſprightly and 
joyous, and the ſcene, though often repeated, ſtill de- 
lightful and entertaining, 

At other times, Mr. S—— and I uſed to paſs our 
evenings at the palace of the Prince of C—-—, which 
his highneſs lent us for our accommodation. The apart- 
ments opened into the gardens of the Luxembourg, and 
were, in point of magnificence, ſuitable to the owner, 
Thither I uſed to repair in a flaming equipage, on pre- 
tence of viſiting, and ſpent the beſt part of the night 
with him, who was deadrer to me than all the princes in 
the world. | Be rh 

While I was happily engaged in theſe raviſhing 


parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to reco- 


ver his health by reſtoratives, and I know not what, 
for he ſtill lamented the enfeebling effects of his paſſion, 
and complained, that he loved me more like an angel 
than a woman, though he ſtrove to govern his affection 
according to the doctrines of the Chriſtian religion, as 


he regulated his life by the maxims of Charles the 


Twelfth of Sweden, The meaning of this declaration 
I could never learn; and, indeed, I have been often 
tempted to believe he had no meaning at all, 
e that as it will, I found my ſize viſibly increaſing, 
and my ſituation extremely uneaſy, on accqunt of the 
- | | perpetual 
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perpetual wrangling which prevailed betwixt us, in 


_ conſequence of his deſiring to fleep with me again, af- 


ter we had parted beds for the ſecond time: and, that 
I might be no longer expoſed to ſuch diſagreeable per- 
ſecutions, I reſolved toleave him, though at the hazard 
of my life. | 

© 'Thus determined, I went to the Britiſh ambaſſado 
in a hackney-coach; and, in order to diſguiſe my 
youth, which might have prepoſſeſſed him againſt my 
judgment, muffled myſelf up in a black hood, which 
(as he ſaid) inſtead of lending an air of gravity to my 
countenance, added a wildneſs to my looks, which was 
far from being diſagreeable. He had been a gallant 
man in his youth; and even then, though well ſtricken 
in years, was not inſenſible to the power of beauty. 
This diſpoſition, perhaps, rendered him more favour- 
able to my cauſe, though he at firſt adviſed me to re- 
turn to my huſband ; but finding me obſtinate, he un- 
dertook to ſerve me in my own way, and procure a 
protection from the French king, by virtue of which I 
could live at Paris unmoleſted by my lord. Neverthe- 
leſs, he adviſed me (if I was determined to leave him) 
to make the beſt of my way to England, and ſue for a 
divorce. | 

© 1 reliſhed his opinion, and concealed myſelf about 
three days in Paris, during which I borrowed ſome li- 
nen: for, as it was impoſſible to convey any thing out 
of my own houſe without ſuſpicion, I had neither 
cloaths for my accomodation, nor a ſervant to wait on 
me, 

In this ſolitary condition I took the road to Flan- 
ders, after I had put my lord on a wrong ſcent, by 
writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, and travelled 
through an unknown country, without any other at- 
tendant than the poſtillion, being ſubjected to this in- 
convenience by the laws of France, which are ſo ſevere 
in ſome particnlars, that if any perſon had been appre- 
hended with me, he would have ſuffered death, for go- 
ng off with a man's wife, though any-man might £0 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


any legal puniſnmenr. | 
I proceeded night and day without intermiſſion, 
that I might the ſooner reach Flanders, where J knew 
I ſhould be ſafe; and as the nights were exceſſively 
cold, I was fain to wrap myſelf up in flannel, which TI 
bought tor the purpoſe, as I had no cloaths to keep me 
warm, and travelled in an open chaiſe. While we 
aſſed through dreary woods, quite remote from the 
babitations of men, I was not without apprehenſion of 
being ſtripped and murdered by the poſtillion; and in 
all probability, owed my ſafety to the indigence of my 
appearance, which might alſo protect me in two miſe- 
rable places where I was obliged to lie, before I gat 
out of the tercitories of France: for, as I could not 
reach the great towns where I intended to lodge, I was 
under the neceſſity of putting up at little wretched 
hovels, where no proviſion was to be had, but ſour 
brown bread, and ſourer cheeſe : and every thing ſeemed 
to denot» the dens of deſpair and aſſaſſination. 

I made ſhift, however, to ſubſiit on this fare, un- 
comfortable as it was; confided in the meanneſs of my 
equipage for the ſecurity of my perſon; and at length 
arriving at Bruſſels, fixed my quarters in the Hotel de 
Flandre, (fo well known to the Engliſh fince) where I 
thought myſelf extremely happy in the accompliſhment 
of my flight. 

© I had not been full two days in this place, when I 
was bleſſed with the fight of my lover, who followed 
me on the wings of love, in purſuance of the plan we 
had projected before my departure from Paris. Here 
we concerted meaſures for proceeding to England. I 


hired a tall, fine Liegeoiſe, tor a maid, and ſetting out 


for Oſtend, we embarked in a veſſel, in which Mr. S- 
had beſpoke our paſſage. Our voyage was ſhort and 
proſperous, and the time molt agreeably ſpent in the 
company of my dear partner, who was a molt engaging 
man in all reſpects, as I dare tay my Lady O—— has 
fince found him. J aſſumed 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 

I aſſumed a fictitious name, took private lodgings 
in Poland Street, retained Jawyers, and commenced a 
{uit for ſeparation againſt my lord. IT communicated 
the reaſon of my elopement to my father, who was 
ſhocked and ſurprized at my conduct, which he con- 
demned with expreſſions of ſorrow and reſentment. But 
the ſtep was taken; nor did I repent of what I hed 
done, except on his account. 

In the morning after my arrival at London, I 
waited upon the lord chief juſtice, to whom I com- 
plained of the uſage I had received from my lord, 
whoſe temper was teazing, tireſome, and intolerably 
capricious. Indeed his behaviour was a ſtrange com- 
pound of madneſs and folly, ſeaſoncd with a ſmall pro- 
portion of ſenſe : no wonder, then, tat I who am hot 
and haſty, ſhould be wretched, under theperiecution of 
ſuch a perverſe humouriſt, who uſed to terri:y me, and 
{cold at me the whole night withoat intermiſſion, and 
ſhake my pillow from time to time, that I might not 
fleep, while he tormented me with his diſagreeable ex- 
poſtulations. I have been often frightened almoſt out 
of my ſenſes, at ſeeing him convulſed with the moſt 
unreaſonable paſſion; and chagrined to the higheſt de- 
gree of diſguſt, to find, (by repeated obſervatien) his 
diſpoſition {o prepoſterous, that his ſatisfaction and dit- 
pleaſure never depended upon the cauſe he had to be ſa- 
tisfied or diſobliged; but, on the contrary, when he 
had moſt reaſon to be pleaſed, he was always moſt di!- 
contented, and very often in good-humour, when he 
had reaſon eneugh for vexation. | 

© While I lived in Poland Street, F was engaged 
with lawyers, and ſo often viſited by my father, that I 
could not dedicate my whole time, as uſual, to my 
lover; nor was it convenient that he ſhould be ſeen in 
my company; he therefore took a ſmall houſe at Cam- 
berwell, whither I went as often as Thad an opportu- 
nity; and maintained the correſpondence with tuch ea- 
gerneſs and induſtry, that although I was ſix months 
gone-with child, I have often, by myiclt, ſet _—y 
\is 
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his habitation in a hackney-coach at eleven o'clock at 


night, and returned. by fix in the morning, that I might 
be in my own bed, when my father came to ſee me; for 
I concealed my. amour, as well as the effects of it, from 
his knowledge, and frequently took water from the 
Bridge, that ray motions might not be diſcovered. No- 
thing but the molt paſſionate love could have ſupported 
my ſpirits under ſuch vicifſitudes of fatigue, or enabled 
my admirer to ſpend whole days by himſelf in ſuch a 
{olitary retirement. 

By this time my lord was arrived in England, and 
employed in diſcovering the place of my retreat; fo 
that I lived in continual alarm, and provided myſelf 
with a ſpeaking trumpet, which ſtood by my bed-ſide, 
to be uſed in calling for aſſiſtance, in caſe my purſuer 
ſhould make an attack upon my lodgings. 

© This ſituation being extremely uncomfortable, I 
had no ſooner began my proceſs againſt him, than I 
put myſelf entirely under the protection of Mr, 8 , 
who conducted me to the houſe of a friend of his who 
lived in the country, where I was ſecure from the at- 
tempts of my huſband. 

© The world had now given me up, and I renounced 
the world with the molt perfect reſignation. I weighed 
in my own breaft what I ſhould loſs in point of charac- 
ter, with what I ſuffered in my peace at home, and 
found, that my reputation was not to be preſerved, ex- 
cept at the expence of my quiet, (for his lordſhip was 
not diſpoſed to make me eaſy, had I been ever to diſ- 
creet.) I therefore determined to give up a few cere- 
monial viſits, and empty profeſſions, for the more ſub- 
ſtantial enjoyments of lite. 8 

We paſſed our time very agreeably, in various 
amuſements, with this friend of Mr. S——, until the 
term of my reckoning was almoſt expired, then returned 
to London, and took lodgings in Southampton Street, 
where I began to make preparations for the approach- 
ing occaſion. Here I propoſed to live with the utmoſt 
circumſpection. I dilguited my name, ſaw nobody but 
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5 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 97 
+ my lawyer and lover, and never approached the win- 
it dow, left I ſhould be diſcovered by accident. 
1 Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, my French 
1 maid, whom I had ſent for ſome of my cloaths, was 
bh dogged in her return, and next morning my lord took 
08 my lodgings by ſtorm. Had he given the aſſault in 
d his own perſon only, I make no doubt but he would 
d have ſuffered a repulſe, from the oppoſition of the 
a Liegeoiſe, who made all the reſiſtance in her power, but 
was obliged to give way to ſuperior number. 
id J was at that time a-bed, and hearing an unuſual 
Go noiſe below, rung my bell, in order to know the cauſe 
If of ſuch diſturbance. I drew my curtain at the ſame 
e, time, and who thould I ſee entering my chamber but his 
_ lordſhip, attended by a conſtable, and the footman who 
had diſcovered my retreat. 

1 © Such an unexpected viſit could not fail to affect me 
1 - with ſurprize and conſternation: however, I ſummoned 
8 all my fortitude to my aid, and perceiving the fellows 
* were about to open my window-ſhutters, deſired their 
1. principal to order them down ſtairs. He readily com- 

plied with my requeſt, and fitting down by my bed- ſide, 
ed told me with an air of triumph, that he had found me 
ed at laſt ; and I frankly owned that I was heartily ſorry 
880 for his ſucceſs. Inſtead of upbraiding me with my 
nd eſcupe, he proceeded to entertain me with all the news 
* in town, and gave me a minute detail of every thing 
AN which had happened to him ſince our parting ; among 
if other articles of intelligence, giving me to underſtand, 
8 that he had challenged Mr. S——, who refuſed to fight 
. bin, and was in diſgrace with the Prince of W on 

that account. | 
us gut here his lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere to the 
the naked truth: he had, indeed, before our departure 
5 trom the country, gone to my lover, and inſiſted upon 
et, ving ſatisfaction in Hyde Park, two days from the 
ch- date of his demand, and at three o'clock in the after- 
\oft noon. 8 „believing him in earneſt, accepted the 
bat invitation, though he obſerved, that theſe affairs could 
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98 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
not be diſcuſſed too ſoon, and withed the time of meet- 
ing might be at an earlier hour. But his lordſhip did 
not chuſe to alter the circumſtances of his firſt propo- 
ſal: and when he went away, ſaid he ſhould expect him 
at the appointed time and place, if it dia not rain. 
© His antagoniſt gave me an account of the conver- 
ſition, when I affured him the buſineſs would end in 
 tmoke. Accordingly, my lord ſent him a letter on 
Monday, deſiring that the aſſignation might be defer- 
red till Thurſday, that he might have time to ſettle his 
affairs, and pay S—— an hundred pounds, which he 
had formerly borrowed of him. When Thurſday came, 
he was favoured with another epiſtle, importing, that 
the chailenger had changed his mind, and would feek 
ſfatisfation at law. Thus ended that heroick exploit, 
which his lordſhip now boaſted of with ſuch arrogant 
miſrepreſentation. a c 

While he regaled me with theſe intereſting particu- 
lars, I was contriving a ſcheme to fruſtrate the diſco- 
very he had made: fo that I did not contradict his aſ- 
ſertions : but told him, that if he would go down ſtairs, 
I would riſe and come to breakfuſt. He contented to 
this propoſal with great chearfulneſs; and I own, I 
was not a little ſurprized to find him, at this firſt inter- 
view, in as good a humour, as if nothing had happened 
to interrupt the felicity of our matrimonial union. 

It colt me ſome invention to conceal my condition 
from his notice, being now within a week of the expe&t- 
ed criſis ; but I knew I hal todo with a man of no great 
penetration, and ſucceeded in my attempt accordingly, 
W- breakfaited with great harmony, and I invited him 
to dinner, after having prevailed upon him to fend away 
his myrmidons, whom, nevertheleis, he ordered to re- 
turn at eleven o'clock at night. Weconverſed together 
with great gaiety and mirth. When railied hum tor 
viſiting me in {uch a diſhabille, he ſtood a tiptoc to view 
himſelf in the glaſs; and owning I was m the right, 
ſaid he would go and dreſs himteli before dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid to 
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PEREGRINE PICELE, 
give him entrance at his return; and he was no ſooner 
gone than I wrote to Mr. S——, giving him an ac- 
count of what had happened. Then, without having 
determined upon any certain plan, I huddled on my 
cloaths, muffled myſelf up, and calling a chair, went to 
the next tavern, where I ſtayed no longer than was 
ſuflicient to change my vehicle; and, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the drawers, who could not conceive the mean- 
ing of my perturbation, proceeded to a ſhop in the 
neighbourhood, where I diimiſſed my ſecond chair, and 
procured a hackney coach, in which I repaired to the 
lodgings of my lawyer, whom I could truſt. Having 
made him acquainted wita the circumſtances of my 
diſtreſs, and conſulted him about a proper place of re- 
treat, after {ome recollection he directed me to a little 
houſe in a court, to which, by the aſſiſtance of, my 
lover, my woman and cloaths were ſafely cenveyed that 
{ame evening. . 5 | 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according to 
invitation, and did not ſcem at all alarmed when my 
maid told him I was gone; but ſtepped to my lawyer, 
to know if he thought I ſhould return. Upon his an- 
iwcring in the affirmative, and adviſing his lordſhip to 
go back in the mean time, and eat the dinner I had pro- 


vided, he very deliberately took his advice, made a very 


hearty meal, drank his bottle of wine, and as I did not 
return according to his expectation, withdrew, in order 
to conſult his aſſociates. | 
This motion of his furniſhed my woman with an 
opportunity of making her retreat; and when he re- 
turned at night, the coaſt was clear, and he found no- 
body in the houle but a porter, who had been left to 
take care of the furniture. He was ſo enraged at 
this dilappointment, that he made a furious noiſe, 
which raifed the whole neighbourhood, reinforced his 
crew with the authority of a juſtice of the peace, tarried 
in the ſtreet till three o'clock in the morning, diſcharged 
a lodging he had hired at a barber's ſhop oppoſite to 
the houie from which I had eſcaped, wire retired with 
12 the 
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the comfortable reflection of having done every thing 
which man could do to retrieve me. 

© The hurry of ſpirits and furprize I had undergone 
in effecting this retreat, produced ſuch a diforder in 
my conſtitution, that I began to fear I ſhould be deli- 
livered before I could be provided with neceſſaries for 
the occaſion, I ſignified my apprehenſion to Mr. S—, 
who, with infinite care and concern, endeavoured to 
find a more convenient place; and, after all his enqui- 
ries, was obliged to fix upon a paltry apartment in the 
city, though his tenderneſs was extremely ſhocked at 
the neceſſity of wen e it. However, there was no re- 
medy, nor time to be loſt : to this miſerable habitation 
T was conveyed in a hackney coach; and though ex. 
tremely ill, bore my fate with ſpirit and reſignation, 
in teſtimony of my ſincere and indelible attachment to 
my lover, for whoſe eaſe and pleaſure I could have ſuf- 

fered every inconvenience, and even facrificed my life. 
© Immediately after I had taken poſſeſſion of my 
wretched apartment, I was conſtrained by my indiſpo- 
tion to go to bed, and ſend for the neceſſary help; and 
in a few hours a living pledge of my love and indiſcre- 
tion ſaw the light; though the terrors and fatigue TI 
had undergone had affected this little innocent to ſe- 
Ys that it ſcarce diſcovered any viſible ſigns of 
ite. | | 
My grief at this misfortune was inexpreſſible; I 
forthwith diſpatched a meſſage to the dear, the anxions 
father, who 7 to my arms, and ſhared my ſorrow, 
with all the gentleneſs of love and parental fondneſs ; 
yet our fears. were (for that time) happily diſappointed 
by the recovery of our infant daughter, who was com- 
mitted to the care of a nurſe in the neighbourhood ; ſo 
that I could every day be fatisfied in my enquiries 
about her health, Thus I continued a whole fortnight 
in a ſtate of happineſs and tranquillity, being bleſſed 
with the converſation and tender offices of my admirer, 
whoſe love and attention I wholly engroſſed. In a 
word, he gave up all buſineſs and amuſement, and con- 

| centered 
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entered all his care and aſſiduity in miniſtering to 
my eaſe and ſatis faction. And ſure I had no cauſe to 
regret what I had ſuſfered on his account! | 

But this my agreeable ſituation was one day dif. 
turbed by a moſt alarming accident, by which my life 
was drawn into imminent. danger. The room under 
my bed-chamber took fire; I immediately ſmelled it, 
and ſaw the people about me in the utmolt perplexity 
and conſternation, though they would not own the true 
cauſe of their confuſion, leſt my health ſhould ſuffer in 
the fright. Nevertheleſs, I was fo calm in my enqui- 
ries, that they ventured to tell me my ſuſpicion was but 
too juſt; upon which I gave ſuch directions as would 
ſecure me from catching cold, in caſe there ſhould be a 
neceſſity for removing me; but the fire being happily 
extinguiſhed, I eſcaped that ceremony, which might 
have coſt me my life, Indeed it was ſurprizing, = 
the agitation of my ſpirits did. not produce ſome fatal 
effect upon my conſtitution z and I looked upon my 
deliverance as the protection of a particular Provi- 
dence. 

Though I eſcaped the hazard of a ſudden removal, 

J found it was high time to change my lodgings, be- 
cauſe the neighbours ruſhing into the houſe upon 
the alarm of fire, had diſcovered my ſituat ion, though 
they were ignorant of my name; and I did not think 
myſelf ſafe in being the ſubject of their conjectures. 
Mr. 8 therefore procured another apartment, with 
better accommodation, to which I was carried as ſoon 
as my health would admit of my removal; and ſoon af- 
ter my lord wrote to me by the hands of my lawyer; 
carneſtly entreating me to drop my proſecution, and 
come home. But I would not comply with his re- 
_ queſt; and nothing was farther from my intention than 
the deſire of receiving any fayours at his hands. 

Thus repulſed, he ſet on foot a moſt accurate 
reſearch for my perſon; in the courſe of which he is 
ſaid to have detected ſeveral ladies and young girls, 
. who had reaſons for keeping themſelves concealed; and 
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had like to have been very feverely handled for his im- 


pertinent curioſity. Being unſucceſsful in all his at- 
tempts, he entered into a treaty with Sir R—=E—, a 


perſon of a very indifferent character, who undertook 


to furniſh him with an infallible expedient to diſcover 
the place of my abode, if he would gratify him with a 
— for a thouſand pounds; which being executed ac- 
cordingly, this worthy knight advertiſed me and my 
maid in the publick papers, offering one hundred 
pounds as a reward to any perſon who ſhould diſcloſe 
the place of our retirement. 

As ſoon as the paper fell into my hands, I was 
again involved in perplexity ; and being afraid of ſtay- 
ing in town, reſolved, with the concurrence of my lover, 
to accept of an invitation I had received from the Duke 
, who had by this time arrived in England, 
with that lady whom I have already mentioned, as one 
of our parties at Paris. Having viſited my little in- 
fant, T next day ſet out for the duke's country-ſeat, 
which is a moſt elegant chateau, and ſtands ina charm- 
ing ſituation. Mr. $ followed in a few days; we 
met with a very cordial reception; his grace was civil 
and good-natured, lived nobly, and loved pleature. 
Madame La T was formed to pleaſe; there was 
always a great deal of good company in the houtc : ſo 
that we paſſed our time agreeably in playing at billiards, 
and cards, hunting, walking, reading, and converſa- 
tion. f 

But my terms of happineſs were generally of ſhort 
duration. In the midf of this felicity I was overtaken 
by a molt ſevere affliction, in the death of my dear hap- 
leſs infant, who had engroſſed a greater ſhare of my ten- 
dernets, than perhaps I even ſhould have paid to the 
offspring of a legitimate contract, becauſe the circum- 
ſtance of her birth would have been an infurmountable 
misfortune to her through the whole courſe of her life, 
and rendered her abſolutely dependent on my love and 
protection. 3 
Whilſt I till lamented the untimely fate of this 
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fair bloſſom, Lord —— came down, and demanded me 
as his wife; but the ſuit which I then maintained 
againſt him deprived him, for the preſent, of a huſband's 
right; and therefore the duke would not deliver me in- 
to his hands. 

© In ſix months he repeated his viſit and demand; 
and an agreement was patched up, in conſequence of 
winch I conſented to live in the ſame houſe with kim, 
on condition that he ſhould never defire to fleep with 
me, or take any other meaſure to diſturb my peace; 
otherwiſe I ſhould be at liberty to leave him again, and 
entitled to the proviſion of a ſeparate maintenance. 
To theſe articles I affented, by the advice of my law- 
yers, with a view of obtaining my pin-money, which I 
had never received ſince our parting, but ſubſiſted on 
the ſale of my jewels, which were very conſiderable, 
and had been preſented to me with full power of aliena- 
t'5n. As tomy lover, he had no fortune to ſupport me, 
and for that reaſon I was {crupuloutly cautious of aug- 
menting his expence. | 

© We had now enjoyed each other's company for 
three years, during which our mutual paſſion had ſuf- 
tered no abatement, nor had my happineſs been mixed 
with any conſilerable allay, except that late ſtroke of 
Providence which J have already mentioned, and the 
reflection of the forrow that my conduct had entailed 
upon my dear father, whom J loved beyond expreſſion, 
am whom nothing could have compelled me to dit- 
oblige, but a more powertul flame, that prevailed over 
every other conſideration. As I was now forced to 
break off this enchanting correſpondence, it is not to be 
doubted that our parting coſt us the moſt acute ſenſa- 
tions of grief and diſappointment. However, there 
was no remedy : I tore myſelf from his arms, took my 
leave of the family, after having acknowledged my ob- 
igations to the duke, and ſet out for the place of ren- 
dezvous; where I was met by my lord, attended by a 
iteward whom he had lately engaged, and who was one 
chief cauſe of our future ſeparations, My lord having 

| quitted 


r _— \ — 
. 


104 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
quitted his houſe in town, conducted me to his ladgings 
in Pall Mall, and inſiſted upon fl-eping with me the 
firſt night; but I refuſed to gratiry his defir?, on tie 
authority of our agreement. | 

© This diſpute produced a quarrel, in conſequence of 
which I attempted to leave the houſe. He endeavour- 
ing to prevent my retreat, I fairly locked him in, ran 
down ſtairs, and calling a hackney- coach, made the 
beſt of my way into the city, to my father's lodgings, 
where I lay, the family being in town, though he hira- 
ſelf was in the country. I wrote to him immediately, 
and when he came to London, declared my intention of 
ſeparating from my lord; in which, ſeeing me obſti- 
nate and determined, he at length acquietced, and a 
formal ſeparation actually enſued, which at that time 
I thought binding and immutable, 

I was now ſheltered under the wings of an indul- 
gent father, who had taken me into favour again, on 
the ſuppoſition that my commerce with Mr, S—— was 
ablolutely at an end. Nevertheleſs though we had ſe- 
parated, in all appearance for ever, we had previouſly 
agreed to maintain our correſpondence in private inter- 
views, which ſhould eſcape the notice of the world, 
with which I was again obliged to keep ſome mea- 
ſures. | 

Our parting at the Duke of K s houſe in the 
country was attended with all the genuine marks of 
ſincere and reciprocal affection, and 1 lived in the ſweet 
hope of ſeeing him again, in all the tranſports, of his 
former paſſion ; when my lawyer, who received my 
letters, brought me a billet one night, juſt as I ha 
gone to bed. Seeing the ſuperſeription of S-—'s 
hand-writing, I opened it with all the impatience of an 
abſent lover: but how ſhall I deſcribe the aitoniſhment 
and conſternation with winch.I was icized, when I pe- 
ruled the contents! Inſtead of the molt tender vows and 
proteſtat ions, this fatal epiſtle began with Madam, the 
beſt thing you can do is to return to your father: or ſome 
cold and killing expreſſion, to.that eflixct. 
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© Heaven and earth! what did I feel at this dire con- 
juncture! The light forſook my eyes; a cold ſweat be- 
dewed my limbs; and I was overwhelmed with ſuch a 
torrent of ſorrow and ſurprize, that every body preſent 
believed I would have died under the violent agitation. 
They endeavoured to ſupport my ſpirits with repeated 
draughts of ſtrong liquor, which had no ſenſible effect 
upon my conſtitution, though tor eight whole years I 
had drank nothing ſtronger than water; and I muſt 
have infallibly periſhed in the firſt extaly of my griet, 
had it not made its way in a fit of tears and exclama- 
tion, in which I continucd all night, to the amazement 
of the family, whom my condition had alarmed, and 
raiſed from their repoſe. My father was the only per- 
fon who gueſſed the cauſe of my affliction: he ſaid he 
was ſure I had received ſome ill uſage in a letter or 
meſſage from that raſcal S——, (to he termed him, in 
the bitterneſs of paſſion.) | 

* At mention of that name my agony redoubled to 
fach a degree, that all who were preſent wept at ſight 
of my deplorable condition. My poor father ſhed a 
flood of tears, and conjured me to tell him the cauſe of 
my diſquiet ; upon which, rather than confeſs the truth, 
] amuſed his concern by pretending that my lover was 
ill. The whole family having ſtayed by me till I was 
a little more compoſed, left me to the care of my maid, 
who put me into bed about ſix in the morning; but I 
enjoyed no reſt; I revolved every circumſtance of my 
conduct, endeavouring to find out the cauſe of this fatal 
change in Ss diſpoſition z and as I could recollect 
nothing which could juſtly give offence, concluded 
tat ſome malicious perſons had abuſed his ears with 
kories to my prejudice, 

With this conjecture I got up, and ſent my lawyer 
tohim with a letter, wherein I inſiſted upon ſeeing 
Mm, that T might have an opportunity of juſtifying 
myſelf in perſon; a taſk which would be eafily per- 
iormed, as I had never offended, but in loving too well. 
| waited with the moſt anxious impatience for the re- 

N turn 
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turn of my meſſenger, who brought me an anſwer 
couched in the coldeſt terms of civility which indiffer- 
ence could dictate; acknowledging, however, that he 
had nothing to lay to my charge, but that it was for 
the good of us both we ſhould part. He ought to 
have reflected on that before, not after J had ſacrificed 
my all for his love, I was well nigh diſtracted by this 
confirmation of his inconſtaney; and I wonder to this 
day how I retained the uſe of reaſon, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances of horror and deſpair. My grief laid aſide 
all decorum and reftraint ; I told my father that $S—— 
was dying, and that I would viſit him with all expedi- 
tion. 

« Startled at the propoſal, this careful parent demon- 
ſtrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an ungrateful ſtep, 
reminded me of the diinculty with which he had pre- h 
yailed upon my mother and uncle to forgive my former 


Fd Pr. a . 


imprudence, obſerved that his intention was to carry b 
me into the country next day, in order to effect a per- | © 
fe& reconciliation z but now I was on the brink of for- P 
feiting all pretenſions to their regard, by committing 

another fatal error, which could not poſſibly be retriev- ak 


ed; and that for his part, whatever pangs it might coſt 
him, he was reſolved to baniſh me from his ſight tor WW © 

W 
Ever. i | 


While he uttered this declaration, the tears trickled 7 
down his cheeks, and he ſeemed overwhelmed with the he. 
i 


keeneſt ſorrow and mortification ; ſo it may be eaſih 

, conceived what were the impreſſions of my grief, rein- 
- . . . by L v0 — an 

forced with the affliction of a father whom I dearly 


loved, and the conſciouſneſs of being the cauſe of all ; 
his diſquiet! I was ftruck dumb with remorſe and len 
woe; and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 1 toll 80 
him how ſenſible I was of his great goodneſs and hum 
nity, and owned how little IJ deſerved his favour an | 
aſfection; that the ſenſe of my own unworthineſs w. fol. 
one cauſe of my preſent diftraction ; for fach was thi out 


condition of my fate, that I mutt either fee S—— 0 = 
die. I ſaid, though I could not expect his forgivenels 
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PEREGRINE - PICKLE. 107 
J was ſurely worthy of his compaſſion ; that nothing 
but the mot irreſiſtible paſſion could have miſled me at 
firſt from my duty, or tempted me to incur the leaſt 
degree of his diſpleaſure; that the ſame fatal influence 
ſtill prevailed, and would, in all probability, continue 
to the grave, which was the only abode in which I 
hoped for peace. | 

While I expreſſed myſelf in this manner, my dear 
good father wept with the moſt tender rympathy; and 
ſaying I might do as I pleaſed, for he had done with 
me, quitted the room, leaving me to the cruel ſenſa- 
tions of my own heart, which almoſt burſted with an- 
guiſh, upbraiding me with a fault which I could not 
help committing. 

I immediately hired a chariot and fix, and would 
have ſet out by mylelt, had not my father's affection, 
which all my errors could not cfface, provided an at- 
tendant, He ſaw me quite delirious and deſperate 
and therefore engaged a relation of my own to accom- 
pany and take care of me in this raſh expedition. 

During this journey, which laſted two days, I felt 
no remiſlion of grief and anxiety, but underwent the 
moſt intolerable torrow and ſuſpenſe : at laft we arrived 
at a little houſe, called the Hut, on Saliſbury Plain, 
where, in the moſt frantick agitation, I wrote a letter 
to S——, deicribing the miſerable condition to which 
I was reduced by his unkindneſs, and deſiring to tee 
him, with the moſt earneſt ſolicitations. 

© This billet I committed to the care of my attend- 


ant, and laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to tell Mr, 


&, my injuries were fo great, and my deſpair ſo vio- 


Jent, that if he did not favour me with a viſit, I would 
go to kim, though at his ſiſter's houſe, where he then 


was, 


He received my meſſage with great coldneſs, and 


told my friend, that if I would return to Londen with- 
out infifting upon the interview I demanded, he would 
in a little time follow me to town, and every thing 
ſaguld be amicably adjuſted 5 but when the meſſenger 
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103 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
aſſured him, that I was too much tranſported with grief 
to hear of ſuch a propoſal, he conſented to meet me in 
the middle of Saliſbury Plain, that we might avoid all 
obſervation: and though I was little able to walk, I 
ſet out on foot for the place of aſſignation, my com- 

anion following at a ſmall diſtance. Bos 

When I ſaw him leading his horſe down the hill, I 
collected all my fortitude, and advanced to him with 
all the ſpeed I could exert; but when J made an effort 
to ſpeak, my tongue denied its office; and ſo lively 
was the expreſſion of unutterable ſorrow in my counte- 
nance, that his heart (hard as it was) melted at ſight 
of my ſufferings, which he well knew proceeded from 
the ſincerity of my love. At length I recovered the 
uſe of ſpeech, enough to tell him, that T was come to 
take my leave; and when I would have proceeded, my 
voice failed me again: but, after a conſiderable pauſe, 
I tound means, with great difficulty, to let him know 
how ſenſible I was of my. own incapacity to retrieve 
his Iſt affections: but that J was willing (if poſſibl.) 
to ret1in his eſteem, of which, could I be aflured, I 
would endeavour to compole myſelf; that I was deter- 
mine to leave the kingdom, becauſe I could not bear 
the ſight of thoſe places where we had been ſo happy 

in our mutu2l love; and that, till my departure, I 

hoped he would viſit me ſometimes, chat I might, by 

degrees, wean mylelt from his company; fer I thould 
not he able to ſurvive the flicck of being deprived of 
him all at once. 

© This addrets may ſeem very humble to an uncon- 
cerned obſerver; but love will tame the proudeſt diipe- 
ſition, as plainly appeared in my caſe; for I had nv. 
turally as much ſpirit, or more, than the generality of. 
people have. XMir. 8 was ſo much contoundged at 
the manner of my behaviour, that he ſcarce knew whit 
anſwer o make; for (as he aftcrwards owned) he ex- 
pected to hear himſelf uphraided; but he was not proc! 
againſt my t.ndernefs, After ſome hefitation, he (ai. 
he never meant to forfake me entirely, that his atFelt;or 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. roy 
was ſtill unimpaired, and that he would follow me di- 
rectly to London. I impoſed upon myſelf, and beliey- 
ed what lre ſaid, becauſe I could not bear to think of 
parting with him for ever, and returned to town in a 
more tranquil ſtate of mind than that in which I had 
left my father, though my heart was far from being at 
eaſe; my fears being ingenious enough to foreſee, that 
T ſhould never be able to overeome his indifference. 

I took lodgings in Mount Street; and my maid 
having diſpoſed of herſelf in marriage, hired another, 
who ſupplied her mn very much to my ſatis faction: 
ſhe was a good girl, had a particular attachment to me, 
and for many years, during which ſhe lived in my ſer- 
vice, was indefatigably aſſiduous in contributing to ws 


_ eaſe; or rather, in alleviating my affliction : for, though 


$—— came up to town according to promiſe, and re- 
newed a ſort of correſpondence with me for the ſpace of 
five months, his complaiſance would extend no farther; 


and he gave me to underſtand, that he had determined 


to go abroad with Mr. V „whom he accordingly 
accompanied in his envoying-to D-——n, 

I underſtood the real cauſe of this expedition, which, 
notwithſtanding his oaths and proteſtations of unabated 
love and regard, I conftrued into a palpable mark of 
diſlike and diſreſpect ; nor could the repeated aſſurances 
I received from him in letters, mitigate the anguiſh and 
mortification that preyed upon my heart. I therefore 
gave up all hopes of recovering the happineſs I had lott: 


I told him on the eve of his departure, that he might 


exerciſe his gallantry a great while, before he would 
meet with my fellow in point of ſincerity and love; for 
I would rather have been a ſervant in his houſe, with. 
the privilege of ſeeing him, than the Queen of England 
debarred of that pleaſure. 

When he took his leave, and went down ſtairs, I 
ſhrunk at every ſtep he made, as if a new wound had 
been inflicted upon me; and when J heard the door ſhut 
behind him, my heart died within me. (I had the ſa- 
tistaction to hear aftcrwards, he lamented the loſs of 
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110 PEREGRINE PICKHLEs 
me prodigiouſly, and that he had never been ſo happy 


ſince.) I fat down to write a letter, in which I forgave 


his indifference, becauſe I knew the affections are alto- 
cether involuntary, and wiſhed him all the happineſs 
ie deſerved, I then walked up and down the room in 


the mot reſtleſs anxiety, was put to bed by my maid, 


roſe at ſix, mounted my horte, and rode forty miles, in 
order to fatigue myſelt, that I might next night enjoy 
ſome repole. This exerciſe T daily underwent for 
months rcgether ; and when it did not anſwer my pur- 
pole, I uſed to walk round Hyde Park in the evening, 
wicn the place was quite folitary, and unviſited by auy 
other human creature. 
© In the courle of this melancholy perambulation, I 
was one day accoſted by a very great man, who, after 
the firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or not my intercourſe 
with S—— was at an end; and it I had any allowance 
from my huſband. To the firſt of theſe queſtions, I 
replied in the affirmative; and to the laſt anſwered, 
that my lord did not allow me a great deal; indeed I 
might have truly ſaid nothing at all, but I was too 
proud to own my indigence. He then expreſſed his 
wonder, hoy one like me, who had bee n uled to ſplen- 
dour and aflluence from my cradle, could make ſhift to 
live in my preſent narrow circumſtances ; and when I 
told him that I could make a very good ſhitt, fo IJ had 
Yace, he ſeemed to lament my fituation, and very 
Kindl invited mc to ſup with his wife at his houſe. I 
accepted the invitation, without any apprehenſion of 
the conſequence; and when I went to the place, was 
introduced into an apartment, magnificently lighted up, 
I ſuppoſe, for my reception. | 
After I had ſtayed alone for ſome time in this myſ- 
terious ſituation, without ſeeing a living ſoul, my in- 
viter appeared, and ſaid, he hoped I would not take it 
amiſs, that he and I were to ſup by ourſelves, as he 
had ſomething to ſay, which could not be fo properly 
communicated before company or ſervants; I then, 
tor the firſt time, perceived his drift, to my no-ſmall 
9 | ſurprize 
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ſurprize and indignation; and with evident marks of 
diſpleaſure told him, I was ſure he had nothing to pro- 
poſe that would be agreeable to my inclination, and that 
I would immediately leave the houſe, Upon which he 
gave me to underſtand, that I could not poſhbly retire, 
becauſe he had ſent away my chair, and all his fervants 
were diſpoſed to obey his orders. 

© Incenſed at this declaration, which I conſidered as 
an inſult, J anſwered with an air of re:ojution, it was 
very well; I deſpiſed his r and was afraid 
of nobody. Seeing me thus alarmed, he aſſured me I 
had no reaſon to be afraid; that he hg loved me long, 
and could find no other opportunity of declaring his 
paſſion. He ſaid, the queen had told him, that Tod 
— had renewed his addreſſes to me; and as he un- 
derſtood from my own mouth, my correſpondenee with 
S—— was abſolutely broke off, he thought himſelf as 
well intitled as another to my regard, In concluſion, 
he told me, that I might command his purie, and that 


| he had power enough to bring me into the world again 
With &clat. To theſe advances 1 replied, that he was 


very much miſtaken in his opinion of my char acter, 

if he imagined I was to be won by any temptations 
* fortune; and very frankly declared, that T would 
rather give myſelf to a footman, than ſell myſelf to a 
prince. 

Supper being ſerved, we fat down together; but I 
would neither eat nor dr ink any thing, except a little 
bread and water; for I was an odd whimiical girl; and 
it came into my head, that he mignt, perhaps, have 
mixed ſomething in the victuals or wine, Which would 
alter my way of thinking, In ſhort, finding hmfelt 
baffled in Fl his endeavours, he permitted me about 
twelve o'clock to depart in peace, and gave up his ſuit, 
as a deſperate cauſe, 

© 'This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without fecling the leaſt abatement of my 
melancholy. Finding myletf worn to a ſkeleton, I re- 
FRG my former reſolution of trying to profit by 
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change of place, and actually went abroad with no 
other attendant but my woman, and the utmoſt indif- 
ference for life. My intention was to have gone to the 
ſouth of France, where I thought I could have ſubſiſted 
on the little T had left, which amounted to five hundred 
pounds, until the iſſue of my law- ſuit, by which T hoped 
to obtain ſome proviſion from my lord; and, without 
all doubt, my expectation would have been anſwered, 
had I put this my plan in execution: but being at 
Paris, from whence I propoſed to ſet forward in a few 
days, I ſent to M. K, who had been formerly in- 
timate with my father, and ſhewn me many civilities 
during my firſt reſidence in France. 

© This gentleman favoured me with a viſit, and when 
I made him acquainted with my ſcheme, diſſuaded me 
from it, as an uncomfortable determination. He ad- 
viſed me to ftay at Paris, where with good oxconomy, 
J could live as cheap as in any other place, and enjoy 
the converſation and countenance of my friends, amon 
which number he declared himſclf one of the mo 
faithful. He aſſured me, that I ſhould be always wel- 
come to his table, and want for nothing. He promiſed 
to recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 
whom I would live in a frugal and decent manner; and 
obſerved that, as the woman was well known and 
eſteemed by all the Engliſh company in Paris, it would 
be the moſt reputable ſtep I _—_ take, conſidering m 
youth and ſituation, to lodge with a creditable perſon, 
who could anſwer for my conduct. Thus perſuaded, 
I very ſimply followed his advice; I ſay, ſimply, be- 
cauſe, notwithſtanding his repreſentations, I ſoon found 
my money melt away, without any proſpect of a freſh 
ſupply. In lieu of this, however, I paſſed my time 
very agreeably in ſeveral Engliſh, and ſome French fa- 
milies; where, in a little time, I became quite inti- 
mate, ſaw a great deal of company, and was treated 
with the utmoſt politeneſs and regard: yet, in the 
midſt of theſe pleaſures, many a melancholy ſigh would 
ile at the remembrance of my beloved 8 —, whom, 
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for ſeveral years, I could not recolle& without emo. 
tion; but time, company, amuſements, and change of 
place, in a great meaſure diſſipated theſe ideas, and 
enabled me to bear my fate with patience and reſigna- 
tion. BS 

On my laſt arrival at Paris, T was ſurrounded by a 
crowd of profeſſed admirers, who ſighed and flattered 
in the uſual forms; but, beſides that my heart was not 

et in a condition to contract new engagenients, I was 


prepoſſeſſed againſt them all, by fuppoſmg that they 


preſumed upon the knowledge of my indiſcretion with 
8 ; and therefore rejected their addreſſes with de- 
teſtation and diſdain: for, as I have already obſerved, 
I was not to be won, but by the appearance of eſteem 
and the moſt reſpectful carriage; and though, by a falſe 
ſtep, I had, in my own opinion, forfeited my title to 
the one, I was reſolved to diſcourage the advances of 
any man who ſeemed deficient in the other. 
© In this manner my lovers were, one by one, re- 
ulſed, almoſt as ſoon as they preſented themielves, and 
preſerved the independence of my heart, until I be- 
came acquainted with a certain peer, whom I often aw 
at the houſe of Mrs. P „an Engliſh lady then reſi- 
dent at Paris. This young nobleman profeſſed himſelf 
deeply enamoured of me, in a ſtyle ſo different from 
that of my other admirers, that I heard his proteſta- 
tions without diſguſt; and though my inci:nations 
were ſtill free, could not find in my heart to diſegunte- 
nance his addreſſes, which were preferred with the moſt. 
engaging modeſty, diſintereſtedneſs, and re[pect. | 
© By theſe never-failing arts, he gradually conquered 
my indifference, and gained the preference in my efteem 
from Lord C——y and the Prince of C , who were 
at that time his rivals. But what contributed (mere 
than any conſideration) to his ſucceſs, was his declar. 


ing openly, that he would marry me without heſitation, 


as ſoon as I could obtain a divorce from my preſent hut. 
band, which, in all probability, might have been eaſily. _ 
procure ; tor before J left England, Lord —— had 
| K 3 offered 
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offered me five thouſand pounds, if I would conſent to 
{ach a mutual releaſe, that he might be at liberty to 
eſpouſe one Miſs W=—— of Kent, to whom he then 
made love upon honourahle terms: but I was fool 
enough to refuſe his pony by the advice of S—— 
and whether or not his lordſhip, finding it impractica- 
ble to wed his new miſtreſs, began to make love upon 
another footing, I know not; but certain it is, the mo- 
ther forbade him the houſe, a circumſtance which he 
took ſo heinouſly ill, that he appealed to the world in 
a publick advertiſement, beginning with, Whereas, 
for ſome time, I have paſſionately loved Miſs W , 
and upon my not complying with the mother's propo- 
fals, they have turned me out of doors; this is to juſ- 
tify, &c. | 

© This declaration, ſigned with his name, was actu- 
ally printed in a number of derached advertiſements, 
which he ordered to be diſtributed to the publick; and 
afterwards, being convinced by {ome of his friends, that 
he had done a very lilly thing, he recalled them at half 
a guinea a- piece. A copy of one of them was ſent to 
me at Paris; and I believe my father has now one of 
the originals in his poſſeſſion. After this wiſe vindi- 
cation of his conduct, he made an attempt to carry off 
the lady from church by force of arms; but ſhe was 
reſcued by the neighbours, headed by her brother, who 
being an attorney, had like to have made his lordſhip 
ſmart ſeverely for this exploit. 

£ Meanwhile my new admirer had made ſome pro- 
greſs in my heart; and my finances being exhauſted, I 
was reduced to the alternative of returning to Lord — 
again, or accepting Earl B 's love. When my at- 
fairs were brought to that iſſue, I made no heſitation 
in my choice, putting myſelf under the protection of a 
man of honour, whom I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer 
every ſort of mortification from a perſon who was the 
object of my abhorrence and contempt. From a miſ- 
taken pride, I choſe to live in Lord B “s houſe, ra- 
ther than be maintained at his expence in any other 

| place. 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 115 
place. We ſpent ſeveral months agreeably in balls and 
other diverſions, viſited Lord B-—k, who lived at the 
diſtance of a few leagues from Paris, and ſtayed ſome 
days at his houſe, where the entertainment was, in all 
re{pe&s, delightful, elegant, and refined. Their habi- 
tation was the rendezvous of the beſt company in 
France; and Lady B K maintained the ſame Fd - 
riority in her own ſex, for which her lord is ſo juſtly 
diſtinguiſhed among the men. 

* About Chriſtmas we ſet out for England, accom- 
panied by a little North Briton, who lived with Lord 
B—— as his companion, and did not at all approve of 
our correſpondence z whether out of real friendſ{kip for 
his patron, or apprehenſion that in time I might ſuper- 
ſede his own influence with my lord, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine. Be that as it will, the froſt was ſo (eyere, 
that we were detained ten days at Calais, before we 
could get out of the harbour; and during that time, I 
reflected ſeriouſly on what my new lover had propoſed : 
as he was very young, and unacquainted with the 
world, I thought my ſtory might have eſcaped him; 
and therefore determined to give him a faithful detail 
of the whole, that he might not have any thing to re- 
proach me with in the ſequel: beſides, I did not think 
it honeſt to engage him to do more for me than he 
might afterwards, perhaps, think I was worth. Ac- 
cordingly, I communicatcd to him every particular of 
my life; and the narration, far from altering his ſenti- 
ments, rather confirmed his good opinion, by exhibit- 


ing an undoubted proof of my frankneſs and ſincerity. 


In ſhort, he behaved with ſuch generoſity, as made an 
abſolute conqueſt of my heart: but my love was of a 
different kind from that which had formerly reigned 
within my breaſt, being founded upon the warmeſt gra- 
titude and eſteem, excluſive of any other conſideration, 
though his perſon was very agrecable, and his addreſs 
engaging. : | 
When we arrived in England, I went directly to 
his country-ſeat, about twelve miles from * on, 
where 
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116 PEREGRINE PICKLE. | 
where he ſoon joined'me, and we lived ſome time in per 
fe& retirement, his relations being greatly alarmed with 
the apprehenſion that Lord —— would bring an action 
againſt him; though he himſelf defired nothing more, 
and lived fo eaſy under that expectation, that they ſoon 
laid 2fide their fears on his account. 

We were viſited by Mr. H—=— B——, a relation 
of my lord, and one Mr. R of the guards; who, 
with the little Scotchman and my lover, made an agree- 
able ſet, among whora J enjoyed hunting, and all man- 
ner of country diverſions. As to Mr. H=— B——, 
if ever there was a perfection in one man, it centered in 


him; or at leaſt, he, of all the men JI ever knew, ap- 


proached neareſt to that idea which IT had conceived of 
a perfect character. He was both good and great, poſ- 
ſeſſed an uncommon genius, and the beſt of hearts. Mr, 
R was a very ſociable man, had a good perſon and 
cultivated underſtanding ; and my lord was exceſſively 
good-humovred ; ſo that, with ſuch companions, no 
place could be inſipid or dull: for my own part, I con- 
duced the family; and as I endeavoured to pleaſe and 
make every body happy, I had the good fortune to ſuc- 
ceed, Mr. B—— told me, that before he ſaw me, he 
heard I was a fool; but finding (as he was plealed to 
ſay) that T had been egregiouſly miſrepreſented, he 
courted my friendſhip, and a correſpondence commenced 
between us: indeed, it was impoſſible for any perſon 
to know him, without entertaining the utmoſt eſteem 
and veneration for his virtue, 

After I had lived ſome time in this agreeable re- 
treat, my huſband began to make a buſtle ; he ſent a 
meſſage, demanding me from Lord B ; then came 
in perſon, with his night-cap in his pocket, intending 
to have ſtayed all night, had he been aſked, and attend- 
ed by a relation, whom he aſſured that I was very fond 
of him, and detained by force from his arms. 

. omg himſelf diſappointed in his expectations, he 


commeneed a law- ſuit againſt Lord P——, though not 


for a divorce, as we deſired, but with a view to reclaim 


me 
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me as his lawful wife. His lawyers, however, at- 
tempted to prove criminal converſation, in hopes of ex- 
torting money from my lover; but their endeavours 
were altogether fruitleſs; for no ſervant of Lord B— 8s 
or mine could with juſtice ſay, we were ever ſeen to 
treſpaſs againſt modeſty and decorum; ſo that the 
plaintiff was nonſuited. . 

While this cauſe was depending, all my lover's 
friends expreſſed fear and concern for the iſſue, while he 
himſelf behaved with the utmoſt reſolution, and gava 
me ſuch convincing proofs of a ſtrong and ſteady affec- 
tion, as augmented my gratitude, and rivetted the ties 
of my love, which was unblemiſhed, faithful, and ſin- 
cere. | 

© Soon after this event, I was ſeized with a violent fit 
of illneſs, in which J was viſited by my father, and at- 
tended by two phyſicians, one of whom deſpaired of my 
life, and took his leave accordingly ;: but Dr, , 
who was the other, perſiſted in his attendance, and in 
all human appearance ſaved my life ; a circumſtance by 
which he acquired a great ſhare of reputation: yet, 
notwithſtanding all his aſſiſtance, I was confined to m 
bed for ten weeks; during which, Lord B——"s grief 
was immoderate, his care and generoſity unlimited, 
While I lay in this extremity, Mr. S, penetrated 
by my melancholy condition, which revived his tender- 
nels, begged leave to be admitted to my preſence; and 
Lord B=— would have complied with his requeſt, had 
I not been judged too weak to bear the ſhock of ſuch 
an interview. My conſtitution, however, agreeahly 
diſappointed their fears; and the fever had no ſooner 
left me, than I was removed to a hunting-ſeat belong- 
ing to my lover, from whence, after I had recovered 
my ſtrength, we went to B-— Caſtle, where we kept 
open houle: and while we remained at this place, Lord 
B—=— received a letter from Lord , dated Novem- 
ber, challenging him to ſingle combat in May, upon 
the frontiers of France and Flanders. This defiance 
was ſent in conſequence of what had paſſed betwixt 
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them long before my indiſpoſition, at a meeting in 2 
certain tavern, where they quarrelled, and in the fray 
my lover threw his antagoniſt under the table. I coun- 
ſelled him to take no notice of this rhodomontade, 
which I knew was void of all intention of perform- 
ance; and he was wile enough to follow my advice; 
reſolved, however, ſhould the meſſage be repeated, to 
take the challenger at his word, 

Having reſided ſome time in this place, we return- 
ed to the other country houſe which he had left, where 
Lord B addicted himſcif fo much to hunting, and 
other male diverſions, that I began to think he neglect- 
ed me, and apprized him of my ſuſpicion ; aſſuring 
him, at the {:me time, that I would leave him as ſoon 
as my opinion ſhould he confirmed. 

This declaration had no effect upon his behaviour, 
which became ſo remarkably cold, that even Mr. R—, 
who lived with us, imagined that his affection was 
palpably diminiſhed, When I went to town, I was 
uſually attended by his couſin, or this gentleman, or 
both, but ſeldom favoured with his company; nay, 
when I repaired to Bath, for the re-eſtabliſhment of my 
health, he permitted me to go alone, ſo that J was quite 
perſuaded of his indifference; and yet I was miſtaken 
in my . pores? but I had been ſpoiled by the beha- 
viour of my firſt huſband, and Mr. S——, who never 
quitted me for the ſake of any amuſement, and often 
reſiſted the calls of the moſt urgent buſineſs rather than 
part from me, though but for a few hours. I thought 
every man who loved me truly, would act in the {ame 
manner ; and whether I am right or wrong in my con- 
jectures, I leave wiſer caſuiſts to judge. Certain it is, 


ſuch ſacrifice and devotion is the moſt pleaſing proof of 


an admirer's paſſion ; and w9yex mot plus ſouvent, & nt 
ane donneg rien, is one of my favourite maxims. A 
man may give money, becauſe he is profuſe ; he may 
be violently fond, becauſe he is of a {anguine conttitu- 
tion; but it he gives me his time, he gives an unquel- 
tionable proof of my being in full poſſeſſion of his heart, 

: MV 


in 2 
fray 
oun- 
tade, 
form- 
vice; 
d, to 


turn- 
where 
r, and 
glect- 
luring 
$ ſoon 


viour, 
R—, 
n was 
] was 
an, or 
3 Nay, 
of my 
s quite 
{taken 
beha- 
never 
| often 
er than 
z0ught 
e lame 
1y con- 
11 1t 15, 
roof of 
„ & ne 
8. 
he may 
mn{titu- 
inqueſ- 
; heart, 


. M y 
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My appearance at Bath, without the company of 


Lord B , occaſioned a general ſurprize, and encou- 
raged the men to peſter me with addreſſes; every new 
admirer endeavouring to advance his ſuit, by demon- 
ſtrating the unkind and diſreſpectful behaviour of his 
lordſhip. Indeed, this was the moſt effectual ſtring 
they could touch: my pride and reſentment were alarm- 
ed, and I was weak enough to liſten to one man, who 
had like to have inſinuated himſelf into my inclinations, 
He was tall and large boned, with white hair, inclin- 
ing to what is called ſandy, and had the reputation of 
being handſome, though I think he ſcarce deſerved that 
epithet. He poſſeſſed a large fortune, loved miſchief, 
and ſtuck at nothing for the accompliſhment of his de- 
ſigns; one of his chief pleaſures being that of ſetting 
two lovers at variance, He employed his addreſs upon 
me with great aſſiduity, and knew ſo well how to ma- 
nage my reſentment, that I was pleaſed with his man- 
ner; heard his vows without diſguſt ;. and, in a word, 
promiſed to deliberate with myſelf upon his propoſals, 
and give him an account of my determination in writ- 


ing. 

* Thus reſolved, I went to Lord B, in Wilt- 
ſhire, whither I was followed by this pretender to my 
heart, who viſited us on the footing of an acquaintance; 
but when 1 reflected on what I had done, I condemned 
my own conduct as indiſcreet, though nothing decitive 
had paſſed between us, and began to hate him in pro- 
portion to the ſelf-conviction I felt; perceiving that 1 
ad involved myſelf in a difficulty from which I ſhould 
not be eaſily diſengaged. For the preſent, however, I 
found means to poſtpone my declaration; he admitted 
my excuſe, and ] returned to London with Lord B—, 
who was again ſummoned to the field by his former 
challenger. | | 

H- dn, governor, counſellor, and fteward to 
this little hero, came to Lord B with a verbal 
meſſage, importing, that his lordſhip had changed his 
mind about going to Flanders, but expected to ry 
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him on ſuch a day and hour, in the burying-ground 
near Red Lion Square. Lord B accepted the cha]. 
lenge, and gave me an account of what had paſſed; 
but he had been anticipated by the meſſenger, who had 
already tried to alarm my fears, from the conſideration 
of the conſequence, that I might take ſome meaſures 
to prevent their meeting, I perceived his drift, and 
told him plainly that Lord had no intention to 
riſk his perſon, though he endeavoured with all his 
might to pertuade me, that his principal was deſperate 
and determined. I knew my little huſband too well, to 
think he would bring matters to any. dangerous iſſue, 
and was apprehenſive of nothing but foul play, from 
the villainy of H—n, with which I was equally well 
acquainted. Indeed, I ſignified my doubts on that 
ſcore to Mr. B-—, who would have attended his 
kinſman to the field, had he not thought he might be 
liable to cenſure, if any thing ſhould happen to Lord 
B——, becauſe he himſelf was heir at law: for that 
reaſon he judiciouſly declined being [perſonally con. 
cerned; and we pitched upon the Extof A „ his 
lordſhip*s uncle, who willingly undertook the office. 
At the appointed time they went to the place of 
rendezvous, where they had not waited long when the 
challenger appeared, in a new pink ſattin waiſtcoat, 
which he had put on for the occaſion, with his ſword 
under his arm, and his fteward by him, leaving, in 
an ber- -an at ſome diſtance a ſurgeon whom he 
had provided for the care of his perſon, Thus equip- 
ped, he advanced to his antagoniſt, and deſired him to 
chuſe his ground; upon which Lord B-—— told him, 
that if he muſt fall, it was not material which grave 
he ſhould tumble over. | 
Our little hero finding him fo jocoſe and deter- 
mined, turned to Lord A „and defired to ſpeak 
with him, that he might diſburden his conſcience, be- 
fore they ſhould begin the work of death. They ac- 
cordingly went aſide; and he gave him to * e 


that his motive for fighting was Lord B s urtain- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, „ 
ing his wife from him by compulſion. The Earl of 
A—— aſſured him he was egregioully miſtaken in his 
conjecture ; that his nephew uted no force or undue in- 
fluence to keep me in his houſe; but it could not be ex- 

ectec that he would turn me out of doors. 

This explanation was altogether ſatisfactory to 
Lord ——, who {aid he was far from being fo unrea- 
ſonable as to expect Lord B—— would commit ſuch a 
breach of hoſpitality ; and all he defired was, that his 
wife ſhould be left to her own inclinations. Upon theſe 
articles, peace was concluded, and they parted without 
bloodſhed. At leaſt, theſe are the particulars of the 
ſtory, as they were related by Lord A——, with whom 
I laughed heartily at the adventure, for I never doubt- 
ed that the challenger would find ſome expedient to 
prevent the duel, though I wondered how he muſtered 
up reſolution enough to carry it ſo far. | 

That he might not, however, give us any more 
trouble, we reſolved to go and enioy ourſelves in France 
whither I went by myſelf, in hopes of being ſoon joined 
by my lover, who was obliged to ſtay ſome time longer 
in England, to ſettle his affairs. He was ſo much af- 
fected at our parting (though but a few weeks) that 
he was almoſt diftrafted : and this affliction renewed 
my tenderneſs for him, becauſe it was an undoubted 
proof of his love. I wrote to him every poſt from 
France; and, as I had no fecrets, defired him to take 
care of all, the letters that ſhould come to his houſe, 
directed to me, after my departure from England. | 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the exe- 
cution of which he chanced to open a letter from Sir 
T—— A——, with whom (as I have already ob- 
ſerved) I had ſome correſpondence at Bath. I had, 
according to my promiſe, given this gentleman a deci- 
live anſwer, importing, that I was determined to re- 
main in my preſent ſituation; but as Lord B 
was ignorant of my ſentiments in that particular, 
and | from the letter that ſomething ex- 
traordinary had paſſed between us, and that I was 
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_ earneſtly ſolicited to leave him, he was ſeized with the 
utmoſt conſternation and concern; and having pre- 
viouſly: obtained the king's leave to go abroad, ſet out 
that very night for France, leaving his affairs in the 
greateſt confuſion. | | | 
Sir T. A hearing I was gone, without 
underſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took the ſame 
route, and both arrived at Dover next day. 

They heard of each other's motions ; each bribed 
the maſter of a packet-boat to tranſport him with ex- 
pedition; but that depending upon the wind, both 
reached Calais at the ſame time, though in different 
veſlels. Sir T ſent his valet de chambre, poſt, 
with a letter, intreating me to accompany him into 
Italy, where he would make me miſtreſs of his whole 
fortune, and to ſet out directly for that country, that 
he might not loſe me by the arrival of Lord B——, 
promiſing to join me on the road, if I would conſent to 
make him happy. I ſent his meſſenger back with an 
anſwer, wherein I expreſſed ſurprize at his propoſals, 
after having ſignified my reſolution to him before I left 
England. He was ſcarce diſmiſſed, when J received 
another letter from Lord B, beſeeching me to meet 
him at Clermont, upon the road from Calais; and con- 
juring me to avoid the ſight of his rival, ſhould he 
get the ſtart of him in travelling. This, however, 
was not likely to be the caſe, as Lord B—— rode poſt, 
and the other was, by his corpulence, oblig:d to travel 
in a chaiſe; yet, that I might not increaſe his anxiety, 
J left Paris immediately on the receipt of his meſſage, 
and met him at the appointed place; where he received 
me with ajl the agitation of joy and fear, and aſked if I 
had ever encouraged Sir T A in his addreſſes. 
I very candidly told him the whole tranſaction, at which 
he was incenſed; but his indignation-was ſoon appeaſed, 
when I protefied my penitence, and aſſured him that I 
had totally rejected his rival. Not that I approved of 
my behaviour to Sir 1——, who (I own) was ill uſed 

wy 


| 
{ 
] 
1 
8 
f 
t 
t 
N 
h 
ri 
ſe 
v 
tc 
di 


vhich 
aſed, 
hat I 
red of 
] uſed 

in 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 123 
in this affair; but ſurely it was more excuſable to halt 
here, than proceed farther in my indiſcretion. 

My lever being fatisfied with my declaration, we 
went together to Paris, being attended by the Scotch- 
man whom I have already mentioned; though I believe 
he was not over and above well pleaſed to ſee matters 
thus amicably compromiſed. The furious knight fol- 
lowed us to the capital; inſiſted on ſeeing me in per- 
ſon; told this North Briton, that I was actually en- 
gaged to him; wrote every hour, and railed at my per- 
fidious conduèt. I took no notice of theſe delirious 
tranſports, which were alſo diſregarded by Lord B——, 
till one night he was hay whos by the inſinuations of 
Mr. C „who, I believe, inflamed his ä by 
hinting a ſuſpicion that I was really in love with his 
rival. What paſſed betwixt them I know not, but he 
ſent for me from the opera, by a phyſician of Paris, 
who was a ſort of go-between among us all, and who 
told me, that if I did not come home on the inſtant, a 
duel would be fought on my account. 8 

© I was very much ſhocked at this information; but 
by being uſed to alarms from the behaviour of Lord 
— , I had acquired a pretty good ſhare of reſolution, 
and with great compoſure entered the room where Lord 
B—— was, with his companion, whom I immediately 
ordered to withdraw. I then gave his lordſhip to un- 
derſtand, that T was informed of what had paſſed, and 
thought myſelf ſo much injured by the perſon who had 
juſt quitted the apartment, that I would no longer live 
under the ſame roof with him. 

© Lord B=— raved like a bedlamite, taxing me with 
want of candour and affection; but I eaſily juſtified 
my own integrity, and gave him ſuch aſſurances of my 
love, that his jealouſy ſubſided, and his ſpirits were re- 


compoſed. Nevertheleſs, I inſiſted upon his diſmiſſing 


Mr. C——, on pain of my leaving the houſe, as I 
cold not help thinking he had uſed his endeavours to 
prejudice me in the opinion of my lord. If his con- 
duct was the reſult of friendſhip for his patron, he cer- 
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tainly acted the part of an honeſt and truſty adherent, 
But I could not eafily forgive him, becauſe a few 
weeks before, he had, by my intereſt, obtained a con- 
fiderable addition to his allowance; and even after the 
Reps he had taken to diſoblige me, I was not ſo much 


his enemy but that I prevailed upon Lord B to 
double his ſalary, that his leaving the family might be 
no detriment to his fortune. 
© His lordſhip having complied with my demand, 
this gentleman, after having frayed three days in the 
Houle to prepare for his departure, during which I 
would not ſuffer him to be admitted into my preſence, 
made his retreat with a fine young girl who was my 
companion, and I have never {een him ſince that time. 
Sir T. ſtill continued furious, and would not 
take a denial, except from my own mouth; upon 
which, with the approbation of Lord B——, I in- 
dulged him with an interview. He entered the apart- 
ment with a ſtern countenance, and told me I had uſed 
him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge, and begged 
his pardon accordingly. I attempted to reafon the 
caſe with him, but he would have no arguments ex- 
cept his own, and even tried to intimidate me with 
threats; which provoked me to ſuch a degree, that I 
defied his vengeance, I told him that I feared nothing 
but the report of my own conſcience; that though I 
had acted a ſimple part, he durſt not ſay there was any 
thing criminal in my conduct; and that from his pre- 
ſent frantick and unjuſt behaviour, I thought myſelf 
happy in having eſcaped him. He ſwore I was the 
moſt inflexible of all creatures, aſked if nothing would 
move me; and when I anſwered © Nothing,“ took his 
leave, and never after perſecuted me with his addrefi:s ; 
though I have heard he was vain and falſe enough to 
boaſt of favours, which, upon my honour, he never re- 
ceived; as he himſelt, at one time, owned to Doctor 
Cantwell at Paris, | 
While he underwent all this frenzy and diſtract ion 
upon my account, he was loved with the {ame es 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE: 
of paſhon by a certain Scotch lady of quality; who, 
when he followed me to France, purſued him thither 
with the ſame eagerneſs and expedition. Far from being 
jealous of me as a rival, ſhe uled to come to my houſe, 
implore my good offices with the obje& of her love, and 
laying herſelf on the floor at full length before the fire, 
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weep and cry like a perſon bereft of her ſenſes. She 
bitterly complained, that he had never obliged her but 
once; and begged, with the moſt earneſt ſupplications, 
that I would give her an opportunity of ſeeing him at 
my houſe. But I thought proper to avoid her com- 
pany, as ſoon as I perceived her intention. | 

We continued at Paris for ſome time, during which 
I contratted an acquaintance with the ſiſter of Madam 
la T - She was the ſuppoſed miſtreſs of the Prince 
of C- , endowed with a great ſhare of underſtanding, 
and loved pleaſure to exceſs, though ſhe maintained her 
reputation on a reſpectable footing, by living with her 
huſband and mother. 
inſpired her lover with a paſſion, which gave me uncaſi- 
neſs on her account, actually practiſed all her eloquence 
and art, in perſuading me to liſten to his love; for it 
was a maxim with her, to pleaſe him at any rate. I 
was ſhocked at her indelicate compliance, and rejected 
the propoſal, as repugnant to my preſent engagement, 
which I held as ſacred as any nuptial tie, and much 
more binding than a forced or unnatural marriage. 

O pon our return to England, we lived in great har- 
mony and peace; and nothing was wanting to my hap- 
pineſs, but the one thing to me the moſt needful; I 
mean the enchanting tenderneſs and delightful enthuſiaſm 
of love. Lord B 's heart (I believe) felt the foft 
impreſſions; and for my own part, I loved him with 
the moſt faithful affection. It is not enough to tay I 


wiſhed him well; I had the moſt delicate, the moſt ge- 


nuine eſteem for his virtue; I had an intimate regard 
and Anxiety for his intereſt; and felt for him as if he 
had been my own ſon: but ſtill there was a vacancy in 
my heart; there was not that fervour, that tranſport, 
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that extaſy of paſſion which I had formerly known; my 
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boſom was not filled with the little deity; I could not 
help recalling to my remembrance the fond, the raviſh. 
ing moments, I had paſſed with S——., Had I under. 
ſtood the conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures were happily 
exchanged for my preſent ſituation; becauſe, if I was 
now deprived of thoſe rapturous enjoyments, I was alſo 
exempted from the cares and anxiety that attended 
them; but I was generally extravagant in my notions 
of happineſs, and therefore conſtrued my pretent tran- 
quillity into an inſipid languor and ſtagnation of life. 
While I remained in this inactivity of ſentiment, 
Lord , having received a very conſiderable addition 
to his fortune, ſcent a meſſage to me, promiſing, that if I 
would leave Lord B „ he would make me a preſent 
of a houſe and furniture, where I ſhould live at my 
eaſe, without being expoſed to his viſits, except when 
I ſhould be diſpoſed to receive them. This propoſal 
he made in conſequence of what I had always declared, 


namely, that if he had not reduced me to the neceſſity 


of putting myſelf under the protection of ſome perion 


or other, by depriving me of any other means of ſub. 


ſiſtence, I ſhould never have given the leaſt cauſe to 
ſcandalize my reputation; and that I would withdraw 
myſelf from my preſent dependance, as ſoon as he 
ſhould enable me to live by myſelf, I was therefore 
reſolved to be as good as my word, and accepted his 
offer, on condition that I ſhould be wholly at my own 
diſpoſal, and that he ſhould never enter my door but as 


a viſitant or common friend. 


1 


Theſe articles being ratified by his word and ho- 
nour (the value of which I did not then know) an 
houſe was furniſhed according to my directions; and 1 
fignified my intention to Lord B » who conſented 
to my removal, with this proviſo, that I ſhouid con- 
tinue to ſee him, I wrote allo to his relation Mr. 
B——, who, in his anſwer, obſerved, that it was too 
late to adviſe when I was actually determined. Al} 
my friends and acquaintance approved of the ſcheme, 

| | though 
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though it was one of the moſt unjuſtifiable ſteps J had 


ever taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my bene- 
factor; which J ſoon did, and always ſhall, regret and 
condemn, So little is the world qualified to judge of 
private affairs ! 


When the time of our parting drew near, Lord 
B—— became gloomy and diſcontented, and even in- 


treated me to poſtpone my reſolution ; but I told him, 


that now every thing was prepared for my reception, 


I could not retract without incurring the imputation 
of tolly and extravagance. On the very day of my 
departure, Mr. B—— endeavoured, with all the argu- 
ments he could ſuggeſt, to diſſuade me from my pur- 
poſe; and I made uſe of the ſame anſwer which had 
ſatisfied his friend. Finding me determined upon re- 
moving, he burſt into a flood of tears, exclaiming, 
* By G—d, if Lord B—- can bear it, I can't!“ 1 
was thunderſtruck at this expreſſion ; for though I had 
been told that Mr. BZ — was in love with me, I gave 
no credit to the report, becauſe he had never declared 
his paſſion, and this was the firſt hint of it that ever 
elcaped him in my hearing. I was therefore ſo much 
amazed at the circumſtance of this abrupt explanation, 
that I could make no anſwer ; but having taken my 


cave, went away, ruminating on the unexpected decla- 


ration. 
Lord B (as J was informed) ſpoke not a word 
that whole night, and took my leaving him ſo much to 


heart, that two years elapſed before he got the better of 


his grief, This intelligence I afterwards received from 
his own mouth, and aſked his forgiveneſs for my un- 
kind retreat, though I ſhall never be able to obtain my 
own, As for Mr. B——, he was overwhelmed with 
lorrow, and made ſuch efforts to ſuppreſs his concern, 
as had well nigh coſt him his life, Dr. $—— was 
called to hum in the middle of the night, and found him 
almoſt ſuffocated. He ſoon gueſſed the cauſe, when he 
underſtood that I had left the houſe : ſo that I myſelf 
was the only perſon concerned who was utterly 99 þ 
| © 
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of his affection; for I ſolemly declare, he never gave 
me the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect it while I lived with his 
relation, becauſe he had too much honour to entertam a 

thought of ſupplanting his friend, and too good an opi- 
nion of me to believe he ſhould have ſucceeded in the 
attempt. Though my love for Lord B—— was not 

ſo tender and intereſting as the paſſion I had felt for 
$——, my fidelity was inviolable, and I never har- 

houred the moſt diſtant thought of any other perſon, 

till after I had reſolved to leave him, when (I own) I 

afforded ſome ſmall encouragement to the addreſſes of 
a new admirer, by telling him, that I ſhould, in a little 
time, be my own miſtreſs, though I was not now at 
my own diſpoſal. | 

J enjoyed my own houſe as a little paradiſe : it was 

accommodated with all forts of conveniences ; every 
thing was new, and therefore pleaſing, and the whole 
abſolutely at my command. I had the company of a 
relation, a very good woman, with whom I lived in the 
moſt amicable manner; was viſited by the beſt people 
in town, (I mean thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies hav- 
ing long ago forſaken me;) I frequented all reputable 
15.06 of public entertainment, and had a concert at 

ome once a werk; ſo that my days rolled on in hap- 
pineſs and quiet, till all my ſweets were imbittered by 
the vexatious behaviour of my huſband, who began to 
importune me again to live with him; and by the in- 
creaſing anxicty of Lord B——, who (though I ſtill 
admitted his viſits) plainly perceived that I wanted to 
relinquiſh his correſpondence. This diſcovery raiſed 
ſuch tempcits of jealouſy and deſpair within his breaſt, 
that he kept me in continual alarms : he ſent meſſages 
to me every hour, ſigned his letters with his own blood, 


raved like a man in an extaſy of madneſs, railed at my 


ingratitude, and praiſed my conduct by turns. He 
offered to ſacrifice every thing tor my love, to leave the 
kingdom forthwith, and I've with me for ever in any 
part of the world where I ſhould chuſe to reſide. 
© T help were generous and tempting propoſals ; but 
I was 
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] was beſet with counſellors who were not totally diſ- 
intereſted, and who diſſuaded me from embracing the 


proters of my lover, on pretence that Lord would 
be highly injured by my compliance, I liſtened to their 
advice, and hardened my heart againſt Lord B——'s 
ſorrow and ſolicitations. My behaviour on this oc- 
caſion is altogether unaccountable; this was the only 
time that ever I was a flave to admonition. The con- 
dition of Lord B would have melted any heart but 
mine, and yet mine was one of the moſt ſenſible: he 
employed his couſin as an advocate with me, till that 
gentleman actually refuſed the office, telling him can- 
didly, that his own inclinaticns were too much engaged 
to permit him to perform the taſk with fidelity and 
truth. He accordingly reſolved to avoid my preſence, 
until my lord and I ſhould come to ſome final deter- 
mination, which was greatly retarded by the perſe- 
yerance of his lordſhip, who would not reſign his hopes, 
even when I pretended that another man had engaged 
my heart, but ſaid, that in time my affection might 
return. 

Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore off; 
upon which Mr. B—— renewed his viſits, and many 
agreeable and happy hours we paſſed together. Not 
that he, or any other perſon whom I now ſaw, ſuc- 
ceeded to the privilege of a fortunate lover: I knew he 
loved me to madneſs; but I would not gratify his 
paſſion any other way than by the moſt profound eſteem 
and veneration for his virtues, which were altogether 
amiable and ſublime ;z and I would here draw his cha- 
racter minutely, but it would take up tco-much time 
to ſet forth his merits; the only man living of my ac- 
quaintance who reſembles him is Lord F , of whom 


© | ſhall ſpeak in the ſequel, 


* About this time, I underwent a very intereſting 
change in the ſituation of my heart. I had ſent a meſ- 
lage to my old lover S——, deſiring he would allow 
my picture, which was in his poſſeſſion, to be copied; 
and he now tranſmitted it to me by my lawyer, * 

0 
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he directed to aſk, if I intended to be at the next maſ- 
querade. This curioſity had a ſtrange effect upon my 
Girits ; my heart fluttered at the queſtion, and my ima- 
gination glowed with a thouſand fond preſages. I an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and we met by accident at the 
ball. I could not behold him without emotion ; when 
he accoſted me, his well-known voice made my heart 
vibrate, like a muſical chord, when it's uniſon 1s ſtruck, 
All the ideas of our paſt love, which the lapſe of time 
and abſence had enfeebled and lulled to ſleep, now 
awoke, and were re-inſpired by his appearance 1o that 
his artful excuſes were eaſily admitted : I forgave him 
all that I had ſuffered on his account, becauſe he was 
the natural lord of my affection; and our former cor- 
reſpondence was renewed, 
© I thought myſelf in a new world of bliſs, in con- 
ſequence of this reconciliation, the raptures of which 
continued unimpaired for the ſpace of four months; 
during which time he was fonder of me, if poſſible, than 
before ; repeated his promiſe of marriage, if we ſhould 
ever have it in our power; aſſured me he had never 
been happy ſince he left me; that he believed no man 
had ever loved like me; and, indeed, to have a notion 
of my paſſion for that man, you muſt firſt have loved 
as I did: but through a ſtrange caprice, I broke off 
the correſpondence, out of apprehenſion that he would 
forſake me again. From his paſt conduct, I dreaded 
what might happen; and the remembrance of what I 
had undergone by his inconſiſtency, filled my imagina- 
tion with ſuch horror, that I could not endure the 
ſhocking proſpect, and prematurely plunged myſelf 
into the danger, rather than endure the terrors of ex- 
N I remembered that his former attachment 
egan in the ſeaſon of my proſperity, when my fortune 
was in the zenith, and my youth in it's prime; and that 
he had forſaken me in the day of trouble, when my life 
became embarraſſed, and my cireumſtances were on the 
decline: I foreſa nothing but continual perſecution 
from my huſband, and feared, that if once the keener 
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tranſports of our reconciliation ſhould be over, his af- 
fection would fink under the ſeverity of it's trial. In 
conſequence of this deſertion, I received a letter from 
him, acknowledging that he was rightly ſerved, but 
that my retreat gave him inexpreſſible concern. 
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« Mcanwhile, Lord continued to act in the cha- 
racter of a fiend, tormenting me with his nauſeous im- 
portunities: he prevailed upon the Duke of L to 
employ his influence in perſuading me to live with him; 
aſſuring his grace, that I had actually promiſed to give 
him that proof of my obedience, and that I would 
come home the ſooner for being preſſed to compliance 
by a perſon of his rank and character. Induced by 
theſe repreſentations, the duke honoured me with a 
viſit; and in the courſe of his exhortations I under- 
ſtood how he had been thus miſinformed: upon which 
I ſent for Lord „and in his preſence convicted 
him of the falſhood, by communicating to his grace 
the article of our laſt agreement, which he did not think 
proper to deny; and the duke being undeceived, de- 
clared that he would not have given me the trouble of 
r myſelf, had he not been miſled by the in- 
ſincerity of my lord. | : 
© Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H 
V , and afterwards my own father, in the ſame taſk; 
and though I ftill adhered to my firſt reſolution, per- 
ſiſted with ſuch obſtinacy in his endeavours to make 
me unhappy, that I determined to leave the kingdom. 
Accordingly, after I had ſpent the evening with him 
at Ranelagh, I went away about two o'clock in the 
morning, leaving my companion, with directions to 
reſtore to my lord his houſe, furniture, plate, and every 
thing he had given me ſince our laſt accommodation 
lo far was I, upon this occaſion, or at any other time of 
my life, from embezzling any part of his fortune. My 
friend followed my inſtruct ions moſt punctually; and 
his lordſhip knows and will acknowledge the truth of 
this aſſertion. 

© Thus have I explained the true cauſe of my firſt 


expedition 


132 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
expedition to Flanders, whither the world was good. 
natured enough to ſay 1 followed Mr. B—— and the 
whole army, which happened to be fent abroad that 
ſummer. Before my departure, I likewiſe tranſmitted 
to Lord B— — the dreiling-plate, china, and a very 
conſiderable ſettlement, of which he had been generous 
enough to make me a preſent. This was an inſtance 
of my integrity, which I thought due to a man who 
had laid me under great obligations; and though I 
have lived to be refuſed a ſmall ſum both by him and 
8 „I do not repent of my diſintereſted behaviour; 
all the revenge J harbour againſt the laſt of theſe lovers, 
is the deſire of having it in my power to do him good, 
I now found mylelf adriit in the world again, and 
very richly deſerved the hardſhips of my condition, for 
my indiſcretion in l᷑aving Lord B——, and in trutting 
to the word of Lord „ without ſome farther ſecu- 
rity ; but I have dearly paid for my imprudence. The 
more I ſaw into the character of this man, whom 
deſtiny hath appointed my ſcourge, the more was J 
determined to avoid his fellowſhip and communica« 
tion; for he and I are, in point of diſpoſition, as op 
polite as any two principles in nature, In the firſt 
place, he is one of the moſt unſocial beings that ever 
exiited : when I was pleaſed and happy, he was always 
out of temper ; but if he could find means to overcaſt 
and cloud my mirth, though never ſo innocent, he then 
diſcovered ſigns of uncommon ſatis faction and content; 
becauſe, by this diſagreeable temper, he baniſhed all 
company from his houſe. He is extremely weak of 
underſtanding, though he poſiciſes a good ſhare of low 
cunning, which has ſo egrcegiouſly impoſed upon ſome 
people, that they have actually believed him a good- 
natured eaſy creature, and blamed me becauſe I did not 
manage him to better purpole ; but, upon farther ac- 
quaintance, they have always found him obſtinate as a 
mule, and capricious as a monkey, Not that he is 
utterly void of all commendable qualities: he is punc- 
tual in paying his debts, liberal when in good-humour, 
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and would be well bred, were he not ſubject to fits of 
abſence, during which he is altogether unconverſable z 
but he is proud, naturally ſuſpicious, jealous, equally 
with and without cauſe, never made a friend, and is an 
utter ſtranger to the joys of intimacy; in ſhort, he hangs 
like a damp upon ſociety, and may be properly called 
kill joy, an epithet which he has juſtly acquired. He 
honours me with conſtant profeſſions of love, but his 
conduct is lo oppoſite to my ſentiments of that paſſion, 
as to have been the prime ſource of all my misfortunes 
and affliction; and I have often wiſhed myſelf the object 
of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a change in his 
behaviour. | 

© Indeed, he has not been able to make me more un- 
happy than, I believe, he is in his own mind; for he 
is literally a ſelf-tormentor, who never enjoyed one 
gleam of ſatisfaction, except at the expence of another's 
quiet; and yet with this (I had almoſt called it diabo- 
lical) quality, he expects that I ſhould cheriſh him 
with all the tenderneis of affection. After he has been 
at pains to incur my averſion, he puniſhes my diſguſt, 
by contriving ſchemes to mortity and perplex me, 
waich have often ſucceeded ſo etfectually, as to en- 
danger my life and conſtitution ; for I have been fretted 
and frighted into ſundry fits of illneſs, and then I own 

I have experienced his care and concern. Es 

© Over and above the odditics-I have mentioned, he 
is ſo unſtcady in his ceconomy, that he is always new- 
modelling his affairs, and exhauſting his fortune, by 
laying out ten pounds in order to ſave a ſhilling. He 
enquires into the character of a ſervant after he has 
lived two years in his family; and is fo ridiculouſly 

Itocked with vanity and felf-conceit, that notwithftand. 
ing my aſſurance before, and the whole ſeries of my 
conduct ſince our marriage, which ought to have con- 
vinced him of my diſlike, he is ſtill perſuaded, that at 
bottom I mult admire and be enamoured of his agree- 
able perſon and accompliſhments, and that I chin 
tail to manifeſt my love, were I not ſpirited up againſt 
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bim by his own relations. Perhaps it might be their 


intereſt to foment the miſunderſtanding betwixt us, but 
really they give themſelves no trouble about cur affairs; 
and, ſo far as I know them, are a very good ſort of 
people. On the whole, I think I may with juſtice pro- 
nounce my precious yoke-fellow a trifling, teazing, in- 
ſufferable, inconſiſtent creature. 

With the little money which remained of what J 
bad received from his lordſhip for houſekeeping, I tranſ. 
ported myſelf to Flanders, and arrived in Ghent a few 
days after our troops were quartered in that city, 
which was ſo much crouded with theſe new viſitants, 
that I ſhould have found it impracticable to procure a 
lodging, had I not been accommodated by Lord R 
B , the Duke of A——'s youngeſt brother, who 

Iry politely gave me up his own, Here I fawm 
friend Mr. B „who was overjoyed at my arrival, 
though jcalous of every man of his acquaintance; for 
he loved me with all the ardour of paſſion, and I re- 
carded him with all the perfection of friendſhip, which, 
had he lived, might in time have produced love; though 
that was a fruit which it never brought forth. Not- 
withſtanding his earneſt ſolicitations to the contrary, I 
ſtayed but a week in Ghent, from whence I proceeded 
to Bruſſels, and fixed my abode in the Hotel de Flandre, 
among an agreeable ſet of gentlemen and ladies, with 
whom'I ſpent my time very chearfully. There was a 
ſort of court in this city, frequented by all the officers 
who could obtain permiſſign to go thither; and the place 
in general was gay and agreeable. I was — 6s 
to the beſt families, and very happy in my acquaintance, 
for the ladies were polite, good-tempered, and obliging, 
and treated me with the utmoſt hoſpitality and reſpcct. 
Among others, I contracted a friendſhip with Madam 
la Comteſſe de C , and her two daughters, who 
were very amiable young ladies; and became intimate 
with the Princeſs C , and Counteſs VV „ lady 
of the bed chamber to the Queen of Hungary, and a 
great favourite of the Governor Muynficur D'H——, 
11 
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in whoſe houſe the lived with his wife, who was allo a 
lady of a very engaging diſpoſition. . 

« Soon after I had fixed my habitation in Bruſſels, 
the company at our hotel was increaſed by three offi- 
cers, who profeſſed themſelves my admirers, and came 
from Ghent with a view of ſoliciting my love. This 
triumvirate conſiſted of the Scotch earl of , Lord 
R M „and another young officer: the firſt 
was a man of a very genteel figure and amorous com- 
plexion, danced well, and had a great deal of good-hu- 
mour, with a mixture of vanity and ſelf-conceit ; the 
ſecond had a good face, though a clumſy perſon, and 
a very ſweet diſpoſition, very much adapted for the 
ſentimental paſſion of love; and the third (Mr. W 
by name) was tall, thin, and well-bred, with a great 
ſtock of good-nature and vivacity. Theſe adventurers 
began their addreſſes in general acts of gallantry, that 
comprehended ſcveral of my female friends, with whom 
we uſed to engage in parties of pleaſure, both in the 
city and the environs, which are extremely agrecable. 
When they thought they had taken the preliminary 
ſteps of ſecuring themſelves in my good opinion and 
eſteem, they agreed to go on without further delay, 
and that Lord - ſhould make the firſt attack upon 
my heart, 

© He accordingly laid ſiege to me with fuch warmth 
and aſſiduity, that I believed he deceived himſelf, and 
began to think he was actually in love; though at 
bottom he felt no impulſe that deſerved the facred 
name. Though I diſcouraged him in the beginning, 
he perſecuted me with his addreſſes; he always fat by 
me at dinner, and imparted a thonſand trifles in conti- 
nua] whiſpers, which attracted the notice of the com- 
pany ſo much, that T began to fear his behaviour 
would give rile to ſame report to my prejudice z and 
therefore avoided him with the utmeſt caution. Not- 
withſtanding all my care, however, he found means 
one night, while my maid, who lay in my room, went 
down ſtairs, to get into my chamber after I was a bed, 
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136 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
upon which I ſtarted up, and told him that if he ſhould 


approach me, I would alarm the houſe; for I never 


wanted courage and refolution. Perceiving my dif. 
pleaſure, he begged I would have pity on his ſufferings, 
and ſwore I ſhould have carte blanche to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of his fortune, To theſe propoſals I made no 
other reply, but that of proteſting I would never ſpeak 


to him again, if he did not quit my apartment that mo. 


ment; upon which he thought proper to withdraw; 
and I never afterwards gave him an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to me cn the ſame ſubject: fo that, in a few 
weeks, he ſeparated himſelf from our ſociety; though 
the ladies of Bruſſels, conſidered him as my lover, be- 
caule, of all the other officers, he was their greateſt 
favourite, 

© His lordſhip being thus repulſed, Mr. W 
took the field, and aſſailed my heart in a very different 
manner. He ſaid he knew not how to make love, but 
was a man of honour, would keep the ſecret, and fo 
forth. To this cavalier addreſs I anſwered, that I was 
not angry, as I otherwiſe ſhould have been at his blunt 
declaration, becauſe I found by his own confeſſion, he 


did not know what was due to the ſex; and my un- 


happy fituation in ſome ſhape excuſed him for a liberty 
which he would not have dreamed of taking, had not 
my misfortunes encouraged his preſumption. But I 
would deal with him in his own way; and, far from 
aſſuming the prude, frankly aſſured him, that he was 
not at all to my taſte, hoping he would conſider my diſ- 


like as a ſufficient reafon to reject his love. 


© Lord R began to feel the ſymptoms of a ge- 


nuine paſſion, which he carefully cheriſhed in ſilence, 


being naturally diffident and baſhful ; but by the very 
means he uſed to conceal it from my obſervation, I 
plainly diſcerned the ſituation of his heart, ànd was not 
at all diſpleaſed at the progreſs I had made in his incli- 
nations, Meanwhile, he cultivated my acquaintance 
with great afſiduity and reſpect, attended me in all my 
excurſions, and particularly in an expedition to Ant- 
werp, 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 137 
werp, with two other gentlemen, where in downright 
gatete de cœur we ſat for our pictures, which were 
drawn in one piece; one of the party being repreſented 
m the dreſs of an huſſar, and another in that of a run. 
ning footman, This incident I mention, becauſe the 
performance, which is now in my poſſeſſion, gave birth 
to a thouſand groundleſs reports, that circulated in 
England at our expence, | 

© It was immediately after this jaunt, that Lord R 
began to di'cloſe his paſſion; though he, at the ſame 
time, ſtarted ſuch obſections as ſeemed well nigh to ex- 
tinguiſh his hopes, '; menting, that if he ſhould have 
the happinels to engage my affections, his fortune was 
too inconſiderable to ſupport us againſt the efforts of 
Lord » ſhould he attempt to interrupt our felicity: 
and that he himſelf was obliged to follow the motions 
of the army. In ſhort, he ſeemed to conſider my feli- 
city more than his own, and behaved with fuch deli- 
eacy, as gradually made an impreſſion on my heart; 
ſo that when we parted, we agreed to renew our cor- 
reſpondence in England, 

In the midſt of theie agreeable amuſements, which 
I enjoyed in almoſt all the different parts of Flanders, 
I happened to be at Ghent one day, fitting among a 
great deal of company, in one of their — K when a 
poſt chaiſe ſtopped at the gate; upon which we went 
to the windows to ſatisfy our curioſity, when who 
ſhould ſtep out of the convenience, but my lit'le inſig- 
nificant lord. I no fooner announced him to the com- 
pany, than all the gentlemen aſked whether they ſhould 
ſay and protect me, or withdraw; and when I aſſured 
them that their protection was not neceſſary, one and 
of them retired; though Lord R M went 
io farther than the parlour below, being determined to 
ſcreen me againſt all violence and compulſion. I ſent a 


meſſage to my lord deſiring him to walk up into my 


apartment; but although his ſole errand was to fee and 
tarry me off, he would not venture to accept of my in- 
| M 3 vitation, 
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138 PEREGRINE PICKLP, | 
vitation, till he had demanded me in form from the go- 


That gentleman being altogether a ſtranger to his 
perſon and character, referred him to the commanding 
officer of the Engliſh troops, who was a man of honour, 
and upon his lordſhip's application, pretended to doubt 
his identity; obſerving, that ke had always heard Lord 
— repreſented as a jolly corpulent man. He gave 
him to underſtand, however, that even granting him to 
be the perſon, I was by no means ſubject to military 
law, unleſs he could prove that I had ever lifted in his 
majeſty*s ſervice. . 

© Thus diſapyointed in his endeavours, he returned 
to the inn, and with much perſuaſion, truſted himſelf 
in my dining-room, after having ſtationed his attendant 
at the door, in caſe of accidents. When I aſked, what 
had procured me the honour of his viſit z he told me 
his buſineſs and intention were to carry me home, 
This declaration produced a conference, in which I ar- 
gued the caſe with him; and matters were accommo- 
dated for the preſent, by my promiſing to be in Eng- 
land ſome time in September, on condition that he would 
permit me to live by myſelf, as before, and immediately 
order the arrears of my pin money to be paid. He 
aſſented to every thing I propoſed, returned in peace tg 
his own country, and the deficiencies of my allowance 
were made good; while I returned to Bruſſels, where! 
ſtayed until my departure for England, which I regu- 
lated in ſuch a manner as was conſiſtent with my en- 
gagement, 

I took lodgings in Pall Mall, and ſending for my 
lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and put him in 
mind of his promiſe; when, to my utter aitoniſhment 


and confuſion, he owned, that his promiſe was no more | 


than a decoy to bring me over, and that T muſt lay my 
account with living in his houſe like a dutiful and obe- 
dient wife. I heard him with the indignation fuch 
treatment deſerved, uphraiding him with his perfidious 
dealing, which I told him would have determined me 
againſt 
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PEREGRINE PICKLP, 139 
againſt cohabitation with him, had I not been already 
reſolved: and being deſtitute of all reſource, repaired 
to Bath, where I atterwards met with Mr. D and 
Mr. R two gentlemen who had been my fellow- 
paſſengers in the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 
with great friendſhip and politeneſs, without either talk. 
mg or thinking of love, | 
With theſe gentlemen, who were as idle as myſelf, 
IT went to the jubilee at Preſton, which was no other 
than a great number of people aſſembled in a ſmall town, 
extremely ill accommodated, to partake of diverſions 
that were bad imitations of plays, concerts, and maſ- 

querades, If the world ſhould place to the account of 
my indifcretion my travelling in this manner, with gen- 
tlemen to whom I had no particular attachment, let it 
allo be conſidered, as an alleviation, that I always lived 
in terror of my lord, and conſequently was often obliged 
to ſhift my quarters; ſo that my finances being ex- 
tremely ſlender, I ſtood the more in need of aſſiſtance 
and protection. I was, beſides, young, inconſiderate, 
and ſo fimple, as to ſuppoſe the figure of an ugly man 
would always ſecure me from cenfure on his account: 

neither did I ever dream of any man's addrefles, until 
he made an actual declaration of his love. 

Upon my return to Bath, I was again haraſſed by 

Lori „who came thither accompanied by my fa. 
ther, whom I was very glad to ſee, though he impor. 

tuned me to comply with my huſband's defire, and for 

the future keep meaſures with the world, This re- 
monſtrance about living with my lord, which he con- 
ſtantly repeated, was the only inſtance of his unkind. 
neſs which I ever felt. But all his admonitions were 
not of force ſufficient to ſhake my reſolution in that 
particular; though the debate continued fo late, that 

J told his lordſhip, it was high time to retire, for 1 
could not accommodate him with a bed. He then gave 

me to underſtand, that he would ſtay where he was; 


upon 


140 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
upon which my father took his leave, on pretence of 
looking out for a lodging for himſelf. 
© The little gentleman being now left 25e 2 tete with 
me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of apprehenſion in his 
looks; but muſtering up all his reſolution, he went to 
the door, called up three of his ſervants, whom he 
placed as centinels upon the ſtair, and flounced into 
my elbow-chair, where he reſigned himſelf to reſt. 
Intending to go to bed, I thought it was but juſt and 
decent that I ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the mtruſion of 
his footmen, and with that view bolted the door. Lord 
—— hearing himſelf locked in, ſtarted up in the ut- 
molt terror 2nd conſternation, kicked the door with his 
heel, and {creamed aloud, as if he had been in the hands 
of an aſſaſſin. My father, who had not yet quitted the 
houſe, hearing theſe outcries, ran up ſtairs again, and 
coming through my bed-chamber into the dining-room, 
where we were, found me almoſt ſuffocated with laugh- 
ter, and his heroick ſon-in-law ſtaring like one who 
had loſt his wits, with his hair ſtanding on end. | 
When my father aſked the meaning of his excla- 
mations, he told him with all the ſymptoms of diſmay, 


that I had locked him in, and he did not underſtand - 


ſuch uſage ; but I explained the whole myſtery, by ſey- 
ing, I had holted the door, becauſe IT did not like the 
company of his ſervants, and could not imagine the cauſe 
of his panick, unleſs be thought I deſigned to raviſh 
him: an inſult, than which nothing was farther from 
my intention. My father himſelf could ſcarce refrain 
from laughing at his ridiculous fear; but ſeeing him 
in great confuſion, took pity on his condition, and care 
ried him off to his own lodgings, after I had given my 
word, that I would not attempt to eſcape, but give 
him audience next morning. I accordingly kept my 
premiſe, and wund means to perſuade them to leave 
me at my own diſcretion. Next day I was rallied up- 
on the {tratagem I had contrived to frighten Lord — 
and 2 thouſand idle ſtories were told about this adven- 
tare, which happened literally as I haye relatcd it. 
From 
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PERFCRINE PICKLE, 141 
From Bath I hetook myſelf to a ſmall houſe near 


Lincoln, which J had hired of the D of A „ be- 
cauſe a country life ſuited beſt with my income, which 
was no more than four hundred pounds a year, and 
that not well paid. I continued ſome months in this 
retirement, and ſa no company except Lord RM—, 
who lived in the neighhourhood, and viſited me twice; 
till finding myſelf indiſpoſed, T was obliged to remove 
to London, and took lodgings in Maddox Street, where 
my gorriſon was taken hy ftorm, by my lord and his 
ſteward, reinforced by Mr. L V » (who, as 
my lord told me, had a ſubſidy of five and twenty 
pounds, before he would take the field) and a couple 
of hardy footmen. This formidable band rufhed into 
my apartment, laid violent hands upon me, dragged 
me down ſtairs without gloves or a cloak, and thruſt- 
ing me into a co ch that ood at the door, conveyed me 

to my lord's lodgings in Glouceſter Street. 
© Upon this occafion, his lordſhip courageouſly drew 
his {word upon my woman, who attempted to defend 
me from his inſults, and in all probability would have 
int imidated him from procceding, for he looked pale 
and aghaſt, his knees knocked together, and he breathed 
thick and hard, with his noſtrils dilated, as if he had 
ſeen a ghoſt. But he was encouraged by his merce- 
nary aſſociate: who, for the five and twenty pounds, 
ſtood by him in theday of trouble, and ſpirited him on 
to this gallant enterprize. | | 
In conſequence of this exploit, T was cooped in a 
paltry apartment in Glouceſter Street, where I was 
cloſe beſet by his lordſhip, and his worthy ſteward 
Mr. Ha, with a ſet of ſervants that were the crea- 
tures of this fellow, of whom Lord — himſelf ſtood 
in awe; ſo that I could not heip thinking myſelf in 
Newgate, among thieves and ruffians. To fuch a 
degree did my terror prevail, that I actually believed I 
was in danger of being poiſoned, and would not receive 
any ſuſtenance, except from the hands of one harmleſs 
looking fellow, a foreigner, who was my lord's valet de 

chambre, 
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chambre. I will not pretend to ſay my fears were juſt; 
but ſuch was my opinion of H——n, that I never 
doubted he would put me out of the way, it he thought 
my life interfered with his intereſt. 

On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, I was vi- 
Hted by the Duke of L——, a friend of my lord; who 
found me fitting upon a trunk, in a poor little dining 
room filled with lumber, and lighted with two bits of 
tallow candle, which had been left over-night. He 
perceived in my countenance a mixture of rage, indig- 
nation, terror, and deſpair ; he compaſſionated my ſuf- 
ferings, though he could not alleviate my diſtreſs, any 
other way than by interceding with my tyrant ts miti- 
gate my oppreſſion, Nevertheleſs, I remained eleven 
days in this comfortable ſituation: I was watched like 
a criminal all day, and one of the ſervants walked from 
one room to another all night, in the nature of a patrole: 
while my lord, who lay in the chamber above me, got 
out of bed, and tripped tothe window, at the ſound of 
every coach that 1 — to paſs through the ſtreet. 
H n, who was conſummate in the arts of a ſyco- 

phant, began to court my favour, by condoling my af- 
fliction, and aſſuring me, that the only method by 
which I could regain my liberty, was a chearful com- 
pliance with the humour of my lord. I was fully con- 
vinced of the truth of this obſervation; and though 
my temper is altogether averſe to diſſimulation, at- 
tempted to affect an air of ſerenity and reſignation, 
But this diſguiſe, I found, would not anſwer my pur- 
poſe ; and therefore .I had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of 
my maid, who was permitted to attend me in my con- 
finement. With her I frequently conſulted about the 
means of accompliſhing my eſcape. In conſequence of 
our deliberations, ſhe dire&ed a coach and fix to be 
ready at a certain part of the town, and to wait for me 
three days in the ſame place, in caſe I could not come 
before the expiration of that term, 
This previous meaſure being taken according to 
my inſtructions, the next neceſſary ſtep was ſo _ 
18 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 143 
the vigilance of my guard; and in this manner did I 


effectuate my purpoſe. Being, by this time, indulged 
in the liberty of going out in the coach, for the benefit 
of the air, attended by two footmen, who had orders to 
watch all my motions, I made uſe of this privilege one 
forenoon, when Lord — expected ſome company to 
dinner, and bade the coachman drive to the lodgings of 
a man who wrote with his mouth, intending to give 
my ſpies the ſlip, on pretence of ſeeing this curioſity ; 
but they were too alert in their duty to be thus out- 
witted, and followed me up ſtairs into the very apart- 
ment. t | 
« Diſappointed in this hope, T reyolved another 

ſcheme, which was attended with ſucceſs; I bought 
ſome olives at an oit-ſhop; and telling the ſervants F 
would proceed to St James's gate, and take a turn in the 
park, broke one of the bottles by the way, complained 
of the, misfortune when J was fet down, and deſired that 
my coach might be cleaned before my return. While 
my attendants were employed in this office, I tripped 
acroſs the parade to the Horſe Guards, and chanced to 
meet with an acquaintance in the Park, who ſaid, he 
ſaw by my countenance that I was upon ſome expedi- 

tion. I owned his ſuſpicion was juft ; but, as I had 
not time to relate particulars, I quickened my pace, 

and took poſſeſſion of a hackney-coach, in which I 

proceeded to the vehicle which I had appointed to be 

In waiting. | | 

© While I thus compaſſed my eſcape, there was no- 

thing but perplexity and contuſion at home; dinner 
was delayed till {ix o'clock : my lord ran half the town 

over in queſt of his equipage, which at laſt returned 
with an account of my elopement. My maid was 

brought to the queſtion, and grievoufly threatened ; 

but (like all the women I ever had) remained unſhaken 

in her fidelity. In the mean time, I travelled night and 

day towards my retreat in Lincolnſhire, of which his 

lerdſhip had not, as yet, got the leaſt intelligence; and 
as my coachmau was but an unexperienced driver, I 

| was 
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was obliged to make uſe of my own {kill in that exer. 
ciſe, and direct his endeavours the whole way, without 
venturing to go to bed, or take the leaſt repoſe, until I 
reached my own habitation, There I lived in peice 
and tranquillity for the ſpace of fix weeks, when I was 
alarmed by one of my lord's myrmidons, who came in- 
to the neighbourhood, bluſtering and ſwearing, that he 
would carry. me off, either dead or alive. | 
© It is not to be ſuppoſed that I was perfectly eaſy 

- when I was made acquainted with his purpoie and de- 
claration, as my Ss family conſiſted of no more than 
a couple of women and one footman. However, I 
ſummoned up my courage, which had been oiten tricd, 
and never forſook me in the day of danger, and ſent 
him word, that if ever he ſhould preſume to approach 
my houſe, I would, order him to be ſhot without cere« 
mony. The fellow did not chuſe to put me to the 
trial, and returned to town without his errand. But 
as the place of my abode was now diſcovered, Ilaidmy 
account with having a viſit from his employer: I 
therefore planted ſpies upon the road, with a promiſe 
of reward to him who ſhould bring me the firſt intclli- 
gence of his lordſhip's approach. 

© Accordingly, I was one morning apprized of his 
coming; and mounting horſe immediately, with my 
woman and valet, away we rode, in defiance of winter, 
In two days I traverſed the wilds of Lincolnſhire and 
hundreds of Eſſex; croſſed the river at Tilbury ; break- 
faſted at Chatham; by the help of a guide and moon- 
light arrived at Dover the fame evening; embarked for 
Calais, in which place I found myſelf next day at two 
o'clock in che afternoon; and being heartily tired of 
my journey, betook myſelf to reſt. My maid, who 


was not able to travel with ſuch expedition, followed 


me at an caſier pace; and the footman was fo aſto- 
niſhed at my perſeverance, that he could not help aſking 
upon the road, if ever I was weary in my lite. Cer- 
tain it is, my ſpirits and reſolution have enabled me to 
undergo fatigues that are almoſt incredible. From Ca- 
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his I went to Bruſſels, where I again ſet up my reſt in 
rivate lodgings ; was again perfectly well received b 
the faſhionable- people of that place: and, by the inte- 
reſt of my friends, obtained the Queen of Hungary's 
protection againſt the perſecution of my huſband, while 

[ remained in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 

Thus ſecured, Ilived uncenſured, converſing with 
the Engliſh company, with which this city was croad- 
ed, but ſpent the moſt agreeable part of my time with 
the Countels of Calemberg, in whoſe houſe I generally 
dined and fupped; and I allo contracted an intimacy 
with the Princeſs of . who was a great favourite 
with Madam D*Harrach, the governor's lady. 

© I had not been long in this happy ſituation, when J 
was diſturbed by the arrival of Lord „Who de- 
manded me of the governor; but finding me ſheltered 
from his power, he ſet out for Vienna: and, in conſe- 


ous of his repreſentations, ſtrengthened with the 


uke of N 's name, my protection was withdrawn. 
But, before this application, he had gone to the camp, 
and addreſſed himſelf to Lord Stair, who was my parti- 
cular friend and ally by my firſt marriage, deſiring he 
would compel me to return to his houſe. His lordſhip 
told him that I. was in no ſhape ſubject to his command; 
but invited him to dinner, with a view of divertins 
himſelf and company at the expence of his gueſt.- In 
the evening he was plied with to many bumpers to my 
health, that he became intoxicated, and extremely ob- 
ſtreperous; inſiſted upon ſeeing Lord Stair after he 
had retired to reſt, and quarrelled with Lord D— 1 
who being a tall, large, raw-boned Scotchman, could 
have ſwallowed him at one mouthful; but he thought 
he might venture to challenge him, in hopes of be- 
ing . under arreſt by the general: though he reck- 
oned without his hoſt; Loyd Stair knew his diſpoſi- 
tion, and, in order to puniſh his preſumption, winked 
at the affair. The challenger, finding himſelf miſtaken: 
in his conjecture, got up early in the morning, and went 
off poſt to Vienna; and Lord Stair deſired a curtain man 
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bf quality to make me a viſit, and give me an account h 
of his behaviour. 7 
© Being now deprived of my protection and pin- mo- t 


ney, which my generous huſband would no longer pay, v 
TI was reduced to great difficulty and diſtreſs. The t 
Ducheſs D' Aremberg, Lord G——, and many other t! 
perſons of diſtinction, interceded in my behalf with his te 
majeſty, who was then abroad; but he refuſed to in- t 
terpoſe between man and wife. The Countels of Ca- r. 
lemberg wrote a letter to my father, in which ſne re- m 


preſented my uncomfortable ſituation, and undertook 

to anſwer for my conduct, in caſe he would allow me a rc 
ſmall annuity, on which I could live independent of ni 
Lord ——, who, by all accounts was a wretch with 6 
whom I could never enjoy the leaſt happineſs or quiet; I 
otherwiſe ſhe would be the firſt to adviſe me to an ac- I 
commodation. She gave him to underſtand, that her w 
character was neither doubtful nor obſcure; and that a 
if my conduct there had not been irreproachable, ſhe a 
ſhould not have taken me under her protection: that as m 
I propoſed to board in a convent, a ſmall fum would m 
anſwer my occaſions ; but, if that ffiould be denied, I a 


would actually go to ſervice, or take ſome other deſpe- ſe 
rate ſtep, to avoid the man who was my bane and aver- dr 
ſon. - in 

To this kind remonſtrance my father anſwered, to 
that his fortune would not allow him to aſſiſt me; lie lit 
had now a young family; and that I ought at all m 
events; to return to my huſband. By this time ſuch co 
was the extremity of my circumſtances, that I was qu 
forced to pawn my cloaths, and every trifling trinket m. 
in my poſſeſſion, and even to deſcend ſo far as to ſolicit de 


Mr. S—— for a Joan of fifty pounds, which he refuſed. ti 
© Thus was I deſerted, in my diſtreſs, by two per- 
ons to whom, in the ſeaſon of my affluence, my purſe 


ad been always open. Nothing ſo effectually ſub- MW fri 
dues a {pirit unuſed to ſupplicate, as want! Repulſed pa 
in this manner, I had recourſe to Lord B——, who wi 


was allo (it ſeems) unable to relieve my * 
| | This 
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This mortification I deſerved at his hands, though he 
had once put it in my power to be above all paltry ap- 
plications; and T ſhould not have been compelled to 
the diſagreeable taſk of troubling my friends, had not I 
voluntarily reſigned what he formerly gave me. As 
to the other gentleman to whom I addreſſed myſelf on 
this occaſion, I think he might have ſhewn more regard 
to my ſituation, not only for the reaſons already men- 
tioned, but becauſe he knew me too well, to be igno- 
rant of what I muſt have ſuffered, in condeſcending to 
make ſuch a requeſt, 

Several officers, who gueſſed my adverſity, gene- 
rouſly offered to ſupply me with money; but I could 
not bring myſelf to make uſe of their friendſhip, or 
even to own my diſtreſs, except to one perſon, of whom 
I borrowed a ſmall ſum. To crown my misfortunes, 
I was taken very ill, at a time when there was no other 
way of avoiding the clutches of my perſecutor, but by 
a precipitate flight, In this emergency, I applied to 
a worthy gentleman at Bruſſels, a very good friend of 
mine, but no lover, I ſay, no lover, becauſe every 
man is ſuppoſed to act in that capacity who befriends 
a young woman in diſtreſs. This generous Fleming 
ſet out with me in the night from Bruſſels, and con- 
ducted me to the frontiers of France. Being very much 
indiſpoſed both in mind and body when I was obliged 
to undertake this expedition, I ſhould, in all probabi- 


lity, have funk under the fatigue of travelling, had not 


my ſpirits been kept up by the converſation of my 
companion, who was a man of buſineſs and conſe- 
quence, and undertook to manage my affairs in ſuch a 
manner as would enable me to re-eſtabliſh my reſi- 
dence in the place IJ had left. He was young and ac- 
tive, attended me with the utmoſt care and affituity, 
and left nothing undone which he thought would con- 
tribute to my eaſe and ſatisfaction. I helieve his 
friendſhip for me was a little tinctured with another 
paſſion; but he was married, and lived very well 
with his wife, who was alſo my frien-:: ſo that hg 
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knew I would never think of him in the light of a 


lover. 

Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accommo- 
dated me with a little money (for a little was all I 
would take) and returned to his own city, after we had 
ſettled a corre{pondence by letters. I was detained a 
day or two in this place by my indiſpoſition, which in- 
creaſed ; but nevertheleſs proceeded to Paris, to make 
intereſt for a protect ion from the King of France, which 
that monarch gracicufly accorded me, in three days 
after my firſt application; and his miniſter ſent 
orders to all the governors and intendants of the pro- 
vince towns, to protect me againſt the efforts of Lord 
, in whatever place I ſhould chuſe to reſide. 

© Having returned my thanks at Verſailles for this 
favour, and tarried a few days at Paris, which was a 
place altogether unſuitable to the low ebb of my for- 
tune, I repaired to Lifle, where J intended to fo my 
babitation : and there my diſorder recurred with ſuch 

violence, that J was obliged to ſend for a phyſician, 
who ſeemed to have been a diſciple of Sangrado ; for 
he ſcarce left a drop of blood in my body, and yet I 
found myſelf never a whit the better, Indeed, I was 
fo much exhauſted by theſe evacuations, and my con- 
ſtitution ſo much impaired by fatigue and perturba- 
tion of mind, that IL had no other hope of recovering 
but that of reaching England, and putting myſelf un- 
der the direction of a phyſician on whoſe ability I could 
depend, 

With this doubtful proſpe&, therefore, I deter- 
mined to attempt a return to my native air, and actu- 
ally departed from Lifle, in fach a melancholy and fee- 
ble condition, that I had almoſt fainted when I was 
put into the coach. But before I reſolved upon this 
journey I was reduced to the utmoſt exigence of for- 
tune; ſo that T could ſcarce afford to buy proviſions, 
nad it been in my power to eat, and ſhould not have 
been able to defray my travelling expences, had I not 
been generc iy befriended by Lord R 3 
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who (I am ſure) would have done any thing for my 
eaſe and accommodation, though he has unjuſtly incur- 


red the imputat ion of being parſimonious, and I had 


no reaſon to expect any ſuch favour at his hands. 


In this deplorable ſtate of health TI was conveyed to 


Calais, being all the way (as it were) in the arms of 
death, without having ſwallowed the leaſt ſuſtenance 
on the road. So much was my indiſpoſition augment- 
ed by the journey, that I ſwooned when I was brought 
into the inn, and had almcſt expired before I could re- 
ceive the leaft aſſiſtance or advice; however, my ſpirits 
were a little revived by ſome bread and wine, which 1 
took at the periuaſion of a French ſurgeon, who chanc- 
ing to paſs by the door, was called up to my relief, 
Having ſent my ſervant to Bruſſels, to take care of my 
cloaths, J embarked in the packet- boat, and by that 
time we arrived at Dover, was almoſt in extremity, 

© Here I found a return coach, in which I was car- 
ricd to London, and was put to bed in the houſe where 
we put Ps more dead than alive. The people of the 
inn ſent for an apothecary, who adminiſtered ſome cor- 
dial that recalled me to life; and when J recovered the 
uſe of ſpeech, I told him who I was, and deſired him to 
wait upon Dr. S-— and inform him of my ſituation, 
A young girl, who was niece to the landlord's wife, 


ſeeing me unattended, made a tender of her ſervice to 


me, and I accepted the offer, as well as of a lodging in 
the apothecary's houſe, to which I was conveye 


as 

| ſoon as my ſtrength would admit of my removal, 
There I was viſited by my phyſician, who was ſhocked 

. to find me in ſuch a dangerous condition; however, 
having conſidered my caſe, he perceived that my indiſ- 


poſition proceeded from the calamities Thad undergone, 
and encouraged me with a hope of a ſpeedy cure, pro- 
vided I could be kept eaſy _ undiſturbed, 

© I was apo ag: attended with all imaginable carg, 
my lord's name being never mentioned in my hearing, 
becauſe J conſidered him as the fatal ſource of all my 
misfortunes ; and in a month I recovered my health, by 
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the great {kill and tenderneſs of my doctor, who now 
finding me ſtrong enough to encounter freſh troubles, 
endeavoured to perſuade me, that it would be my wiſeſt 
ſtep to return to my huſband, whom, at that time, he 
had often occaſion to ſee. But I rejected his propoſal, 
commenced a new law-ſuit for ſeparation, and took a 
ſmall houſe in St. James's Square, 

© About this time, my woman returned from Bruſ- 
{els, but without my cloaths, which were detained on 
account of the money I owed in that place; and aſking 
her aiſmiſhor, from my ſervice, ſet up ſhop for herſelf, 
I had not lived many weeks in my new habitation, 
when my perſecutor renewed his attempts to make 
himſelf maſter of my perſon: but I had learned from 
experience to redouble my vigilance, and he was fruſ- 
trated in all his endeavours. I was again happy in 
the converſation of my former acquaintance, and viſited 
by a great number of gentlemen, moſtly perſons of pro- 
bity and ſenſe, who cultivated my friendſhip, without 
any other motive of attachment. Not that I was unſo- 
licited on the article of love: that was a theme on 

which I never wanted orators; and could I have pre- 
vailed upon myſelf to profit by the advances that were 
made, I might have managed my opportunities, ſo as 
to have ſet fortune at defiance for the future. But! 
was none of thoſe ceconomiſts, who can ſacrifice their 
hearts to intereſted conſiderations, 

One evening, while I was converſing with three or 
four of my friends, my lawyer came in, and told me he 
had ſomething of conſequence to impart ; upon which 
all the gentlemen but one went away, Then he gave 
me to underſtand, that my ſuit would immediately 
come to trial; and though he hoped the beſt, the iſſue 
was uncertain; that if it ſhould be given againſt me, 
the decifion would _—_ my lord with freſh ſpirits to 
diſturb my peace; and therefore it would be convenient 
for me to retire, until the affair ſhould be brought to 5 
determination, 

J was very much diſconcerted at this —_ 
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and the gentleman who ſtayed perceiving my concern, 
aſked what I intended to do, or if he could ſerve me in 
any ſhape, and deſired to know whither I propofed to 
retreat. I affected to laugh, and anſwered, “ To a 
garret, I believe!“ To this over-ſtrained raillery he 
replied, that if I ſhould, his friendſhip and regard would 
find the way to my apartment: and I had no reaſon to 
doubt the ſincerity of his declaration. We confulted 
about the meaſures I ſhould take, and I determined to 
remove into the country, where I was foon favoured 
with a letter from him, wherein he expreſſed the infinite 


ad been ſucceſsful, and that I might appear again 
with great ſafety, | 
* Accordingly, I returned to town in his coach and 
ſix, which he had ſent for my convenience, and the ſame 
evening went with him to the maſquerade, where we 
paſſed the night very agreeably, his ſpirits, as well as F 
mine, being elevated to a joyous pitch by the happy wy 
event of my proceſs, This gentleman was a perſon of | 
great honour, worth, and good-nature; he loved me 
extremely, but did not care that I ſhould know the ex- 
tent of his paſſion; on the contrary, he endeavoured | 
to perſuade me he had laid it down as a maxim, that no 0 
woman ſhould ever have power enough over his heart, | 
to give him the leaſt pain or diſquiet. In ſhort, he had 
made a progreſs in my affe&ion, and to his generofity 
was I indebted for my ſubſiſtence two whole years; | 
during which he was continually profeſſing this philo- N 
ſophick indifference, while, at the ſame time, he was . 
giving me daily aſſurances of his friendſhip and eſteem, 
and treating me with inceſſant marks of the moſt paſ- 
ſionate love: ſo that I concluded his intention was 7 
cold, though his temper was warm, Conſidering my- 1 
ſelf as an ineumbrance upon his fortune, I redoubled l; 
my endeavours to obtain a ſeparate maintenance from if 
my lord, and removed from St. James's Square to lodg- 
gs at Kenſington, where I had not Jong enjoyed my | 
_ 74 
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ſelf in tranquillity, before it was interrupted by a very 
unexpected viſit. FE 

© While I was buſy one day dreſſing in my dining- 
room, I found his lordſhip at my elbow, before I was 
aware of his approach, although his coach was at the 
door, and the houſe already in the poſſ:fſion of his ſer- 
vants, He accoſted me in the uſual ſtyle, as if we had 
parted the night before; and I anſwered him with an ap- 
pearance of the ſame careleſs familiarity, deſiring him 
to fit down, while I retreated to my chamber, locked 
the door, and fairly went to bed; being, perhaps, the 
firſt woman who went thither for protection from the 
inſults of a man. Here, then, I immured myſelf with 
my faithful Abigail. My lord finding me ſecured, th 

knocked at the door, and through the key-hole begged * 


to be admitted; aſſuring me, that all he wanted was a th 
conference. I deſired to be excuſed, though I believed 

his aſſurance z but I nad no 1-clination to converſe n 

with him, becauſe I knew from experience the nature my 

of his converſation, which was ſo diſagreeable and tor- 2 

menting, that I would have exchanged it at any time mY 

for a good beating, and thought myſelf a gainer by the | 

bargain. However, he perſiſted in his importunities 4 n 

to ſuch a degree, that J aſſented to his propoſal, on wh 

| condition that the Duke of L— ſhould be preſent at M,.. 

| the interview; and he immediately ſent a meſſage to oo 

| his grace, while I in peace ate my breakfaſt, conveyed WF g 

1 in a baſket, which was hoiſted up to the window of my 

4 bed-chamber, 7 10 
1 © The duke was fo kind as to come at my lord's re- ; | 
A queſt, and before I would open the door, gave me his _ 
i word, that I ſhould be prote&ed from all violence and 4 - 

_ compulſion, Thus aſſured, they were permitted to a8 
N i enter, My little gentleman fitting down by my bed- 5. 
1 ſide, began to repeat the old hackneyed arguments he 8 
A had formerly uſed, with the view of inducing me to live 4 * 

: with him; and I, on my fide, repeated my former ob- 7 

/ jections, or pretended to liſten to his repreſentations, nerf 


TER 


while my imagination was employed in contriving the en: 
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means of effecting an eſcape, as the duke eaſily perceiv- 
el by my countenance. 


Finding all his remonſtrances ineffectual, he quitted 


grace, who ſat with me a whole half hour, without ex- 
erting himſelf much in behalf of his elient, becauſe he 


that ſcore; but joked on the behaviour of his lordſhip, 
who, though jealous of moſt people, had left him alone 
with me in my bed-chamber, obſerving, that he muſt 
either have great confidence in his virtue, or a very bad 
opinion of him otherwiſe. In ſhort, I found means to 
defer the categorical anſwer till next day, and invited 
the duke and his lordſhip to dine with me to-morrow. 
My wiſe yoke-fellow ſeemed to doubt the ſincerity of 
this invitation, and was very much diſpoſed to keep 
poſſeſſion of my houſe : but, by the perſuaſions of his 
le grace, and the advice of H——n, who was his chief 
counſellor and back, he was preyailed upon to take my 
word, and for the preſent left me. 

© They were no ſooner retired, than I aroſe with 
the great expedition, packed up my cloaths, and took ſhel- 


es ter in Eſſex, for the firſt time. Next day, my lord and 
on his noble friend came to dinner, according to appoint- 
tat nent; and being informed of my eſcape by my woman, 
ct W whom I had left in the houſe, his fordlhip diſcover- 
yo ed ſome ſigns of diſcontent, and infiſted upon ſeeing 


my papers; upon which my maid produced a parcel 
of bills which I owed to different people. Notwith- 


$10 WW finding this diſappointment, he ſat down to what was 
© * provided for dinner, and with great deliberation eat up 
an a leg of lamb, the beſt part 42 fowl, and ſomething 
my ele, which I do not now remember; and then very 


Ipeaceably went away, giving my maid an opportunity 
of following me to the place of my retreat. 

My intention was to have ſought refuge, as for- 
merly, in another country ; but I was prevented from 
putting my deſign in execution by a fit of illneſs, during 
| which I was viſited by my phyſician and fome of my 
ans | own 


the chamber, and left his cauſe to the eloquence of his 


knew I was altogether obftinate, and determined on 
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own relations, particularly a diſtant couſin of mine, 
whom my lord had engaged in his intereſts, by pro- 
miſing to recompenſe her amply, if ſhe could perſuade B 
me to comply with his deſire, In this office ſhe was i 
aſſiſted by the doctor, who was my friend, and a man oe 
of ſenſe, for whom I have the moſt perfect eſteem, he 
though he and I have often differed in point of opinion, Fo 


In a word, I was expoſed to the inceſſant importuni- Joſs 
ties of all my acquaintance, which added to the deſpe- ; 
rate circumſtances of my fortune, compelled me to — 
embrace the terms that were offered, and J again re- n 
turned to the domeſtick duties of a wife. | An 
© T was conducted to my lord's houſe by an old 325 
friend of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of admir. WM .j.. 
able parts and underſtanding ; he was a pleaſing com- wer 
panion, chearful and humane, and had acquired a great "mF 


ſhare of my eſteem and reſpet. In a word, his advice WM cn. 
had great weight in my deliberations, becauſe it ſeemed WM that 
to be the reſult of experience and diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip. Without all doubt, he had an unfeigned con- Wl with 
cern for my welfare; but being an admirable poli- acco 
tician, his ſcheme was to make my intereſt coincide 
with his own inclinations z ſor I had unwittingly made 
an innovation upon his heart; and as he thought I 
ſhould hardly favour his paſſion while I was at liberty 
to converſe with the reſt of my admirers, he coun- 
ſelled me to ſurrender that freedom, well knowing that 
my lord would be eaſily perſuaded to baniſh all his 
rivals from the houſe; in which cauſe he did not doubt 
of his being able to inſmuate himſelf into my affec- 
tions; becauſe he laid it down as an eternal truth, tha 
if any two perſons of different ſexes were obliged te 
live together in a deſart, where they would be exclude 


from all other human intercourſe, they would naturally exami 
and inevitably contract an inclination for each other. «T 

© How juſt this hypotheſis may be, I leave to the de by ou 
termination of the curious; though, if I may be alloweQWoverty 
to judge, from my own diſpoſition, a couple ſo ſituate My lo 
would be apt to imbibe mutual diſguſts, from the na unt 
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ture and neceſſity of their union; unleſs their aſſociation 
was at firſt the effect of reciprocal affection and eſteem. 
Be this as it will, IJ honour the gentleman for his plan, 
which was ingeniouſly contrived, and artfully con- 
duſted ; but I happened to have too much addreſs for 
him in the ſequel, cunning as he was, though at firſt I 
did not perceive his driit; and his lordſhip was much 
leſs likely to comprehend his meaning. 

© Immediately after this new accommodation, I was 
carried to a country-houſe belonging to my lord, and 
was ſimple enough to venture myſelf (unattended by 
any ſervant on whole integrity I could depend) in the 
hands of his lordſhip and H——n, whoſe villainy I 
always dreaded ; though at this time my ee 
were conſiderably increaſed, by recollecting, that it 
was not his intereſt to let me live in that houle, leſt his 
conduct ſhould be enquired into; and by remembering, 
that the very houſe to which' we were going, had been 
twice burned down in a very ſhort ſpace of time, not 
without ſuſpicion of his having been the incendiary, on 
account of tome box of writinz's which was loſt in the 
conflagration. True it is, this imputation was never 
made good ; and perhaps he was altogether innocent of 
the charge, which nevertheleſs affected my ſpirits in 
fuch a menner, as rendered me the moſt miſerable of 


all mortals. In this terror did I remain, till my con- 


ſternation was weakened by the arrival of Mr. Bal——, 
2 good-natured worthy man, whom my lord had in- 
vited to his houſe, and I thought would not ſee me ill 
uſed, In a few 'weeks we were joined by Dr, $S—--« 
and his lady, who viſited us according to their pro- 
miſe; and it was reſolved that we ſhould ſet out for 
Tunbridge on a party of pleaſure, and at our return 
examine H——n's accounts. | 

© This laſt part of our ſcheme was not at all reliſlied 
by our worthy ſteward, who therefore determined to 
overturn our whole 2 and tucceeded accordingly. 
My lord all of a ſudden declared himſelf againſt the 
fawit we had projected, and inſiſted upon my ſtaying at 

+ home, 
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home, without aſſigning any reaſon for this peremptory 
behaviour ; his countenance being cloudy, and for the 
ſpace of three days he did not open his mouth. | 

At laſt, he one night entered my bed-chamber, to 
which he now had free acceſs, with his ſword under 
his and if I remember aright, it was ready drawn; 
TI could not help taking notice of this alarming cir. 
cumftance, which ſhocked me the more, as it happened 
immediately after a gloomy fit of diſcontent. How- 
ever, I ſeemed to overlook the incident, and diſmiſſing 
my maid, went to bed; becauſe I was aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge, even to my own heart, any dread of a per- 
ſon whom I deſpiſed ſo much. However, the ſtrength 
of my conſtitution was not equal to the fortitude of my 
mind: I was taken ill, and the. ſervants were obliged 
to be called up; while my lord himſelf, terrified at my 
ſituation, ran up ſtairs to Mrs. S——, who was in bed; 
told her, With evident perturbation of ſpirits, that 1 
was very much indiſpoſed, and ſaid, he believed I was 
frighted by his\entering my chamber with his ſword in 
his hand. | 

This lady was fo ſtartled at his information, that 
ſhe ran into my apartment half naked, and as ſhe went 
down ſtairs, a what reaſon could induce him to 
have carried his jword with him. Upon which he gave 
her to underſtynd, that his intention was to kill the 
bats. I believe and hope he had no other deſign than 
that of intimidating me, but when the affair happened 

I was of a different opinion. Mrs. S—— having put 

on her cloaths, fat up all night by my bed-fide, and 

was ſo good as to aſſure me, that ſhe would not leave 
me neil I ſhould be ſafely delivered from the appre- 
henſion that ſurrounded me in this houſe, to which ſhe 
and the doctor had been the principal cauſe of my com- 
ing; for my lord had haunted and importuned them 
inceſſantly on this ſubje&, proteſting that he loved me 
with the moſt inviolable affection; and all he deſired 
was, that I would fit at his table, manage his family, 


and ſhare his fortune. By theſe profeſſions, woo 
| | 7 wl 
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with an air of honeſty and good- nature, he had impoſed 
ſimſelf upon them for the beſt tempered creature upon 
earth; and then uſed all their influence with me to take 
him into favour. This hath been the caſe with a 
great many people, who had but a ſuperficial know- 
ledge of his diſpoſition; but in the courſe of their ac- 
quaintance they have never failed to diſcern and ac- 
knowledge their miſtake. | | 

The doctor on his return from Tunbridge, to which 
place he had made a trip by himſelf, found me ill a- bed, 
and the whole family in confuſion; ſurprized and con- 
cerned at this diſorder, he entered into expoſtulation 
| with my lord, who owned, that the cauſe of his diſ- 
pleafure and diſquiet was no other than jealouſy : 
| H had informed him, that I had been ſeen to walk 
out with Mr. Bal— in a morning; and that our correſ- 
; pondence had been obſerved, with many additional cir- 
1 cumſtances which were abſolutely falſe and groumdleſs. 
$ 
n 


This imputation was no ſooner underſtood, than it was 
reſolved that the accuſer ſhould be examined in pretence 
of us all. He accordingly appzared, exceedingly 
drunk, though it was morning, and repeated the arti- 
cles of the charge as an information he had received 


% WY from a man who came from town to hang the bells, and 
re vas long ago returned to London. 

he This was an inſtance of his cunning and addreſs, 
an WT hich did not forſake him even in his hours of intoxi- 
ed Nation. Had he fixed the calumny on any one ef the 
ut ſervants, he would have been confronted and detected 


in his falſhood. Nevertheleſs, though he could not be 
erally convicted, it plainly appeared that he was the 
author of this defamation, which incenſed Mr. Bal 
ſhe t ſuch a degree, that he could ſcarce be withel from 
m- Wpunithing him on the ſpot by manual chaſtiſement. 
em Wl However he was prevailed upon to abftain from ſuch 
me immediate vengeance, as a ſtep unworthy of his cha- 
red Witter ; and the affair was brought to this iſſue, that 
ily, Ws tordſhip ſhould cither part wich me or Mr, H=—; 
red Vor. III. 0 5 | for 
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for I was fully determined againſt living under the 
fame roof with ſuch an incendiary. | 

© This alternative being propoſed, my lord diſmiſſ:4 
his ſteward, and we returned to town with the doctor 
and Mrs. 8 ; for I had imbibed ſuch horror and 
averſion for this country-leat (though one of the plea. 
ſanteſt in England) that I could not bear to live in it, 
We therefore removed to a houſe in Bond Street, 
where, according to the advice of my friends, I exerted 
my whole power and complanance, in endeavours to 
keep my huſband in good-humour ; but was ſo un- 
ſucceſsful in my attempts, that if ever he was worſe- 
tempered, more capricious, or intolerable, at one time 
than at another, this was the ſeaſon in which his ill- 
humour predominated to the moſt rancorous degree. 
I was ſcarce ever permitted to ſtir abroad, ſaw nobody 
at home but my old male friend whom I have men- 
tioned above, and the doctor with his lady, from whoſe 
converſation alſo I was at laſt excluded. 

© Nevertheleſs, I contrived to ſteal a meeting now 
and then with my late benefactor, for whom I enter- 
tained a great ſhare of affection, excluſive of that gra- 
titude which was due to his generoſity. It was not 
his fault that I compromiſed matters with my lord; 
for he was as free of his purſe as I was unwilling to uſe 
it. It would, therefore, have been unfriendly, unkind, 
and ungrateful in me, (now that I was in affinatice) to 
avoid all intercourſe with a man who had ſupported me 
in adverſity, I think people cannot be too ſhy an 
ſcrupulous in receiving favours ; but when once the 
are conferred, they ought never to forget the obliga 
tion: and I was never more concerned at any inciden 
of my life, than at hearing that this gentleman did no 
receive a letter, in which I acknowledged the laft proo 
of his friendſhip and liberality which I had occaſion t- 
uſe, becauſe I have fince learned that he ſuſpected m 
. | 

© But to return to my ſituation in Bond Street. 
bore it as well as I could for the ſpace of three month: 
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during which J lived in the midſt of ſpies, who were 
employed to watch my conduct, and underwent every 
mortification that malice, power, and folly, could in- 
flit. Nay, ſo ridiculous, ſo unreaſonable was my 
tyrant in his ſpleen, that he declared he would even 
be jealous of Heydigger, if there was no other man to 
incur his ſuſpicion. He expected that I would ſpend 
my whole time with him, 7ete-a-tete : when I ſacrificed 
my enjoyment to theſe comfortable parties, he never 
failed to lay hold on ſome innocent expreſſion of mine, 
which he made the foundation of a quarrel ; and when 
I trove to avoid theſe diſagreeable aw ane pw; 
by reading or writing, he inceſſantly teazed and tor- 
mented me with the imputation of being pceviſh, 
ſullen, and reſerved. | 

© Harraſſed by this inſufferable behaviour, I com- 
e WI municated my caſe to Dr. S and his lady, intimat- 

ing that I neither could nor would expoſe myſelf any 
longer to ſuch uſage. The doctor exhorted me to bear 
- ny fate with patience, and Mrs. 8 was ſilent on 
he ſubject ; fo that I {till heſitated between ſtaying and 
ot going; when the doctor, being one night at ſupper, 
| WF happened to have ſome words with my lord, who was 
(ci © violently tranſported with paſſion, that I was actually 
d, afraid of going to bed with him; and next morning 
toll when he awaked, there was ſuch an expreſſion of fran- 
nel tick wildneſs in his countenance, that I imagined he 
nM vas actually diſtracted. 

This alarming circumſtance confirmed me in my 
reſolution of decamping ; and I accordingly moved my 
quarters to a houſe in Sackville Street, where T had 
bdged when I was a widow. From thence I ſent a 
neſſage to the Duke of L——, deſiring he would make 


reaſons for removing, and my intention to defend my- 
{lf againſt all his attempts. The firſt night of this 
ſeparation I went to bed hy myſelf, with as much plea- 
lure as a man would feel in going to bed to his miſtreſs, 
O 2 | whom 


my lord acquainted with the place of my abode, my 


160 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


whom he had long ſolicited in vain; ſo rejoiced was hes 
T to be delivered from my obnoxious bedfcllow! or 
From theſe lodgings I ſoon moved to Brook Street, = 
where I had not long enjoyed the ſweets of my etcape, kim | 
when I was importuned to return, by a new fteward care; 
who n my lord had engaged in the room of H n. ment: 
Th's genticraan, who bere a very fair character, made If lin 
ſuch udicious reprelentat ions, and bchaved fo candidly took 
in the ©: charge of his function, that ® agreed he ſhould nifeſt 
act as umpire in the difference betwixt us; and once recov. 
more a reconciliꝭ tion was effected, though his lordſhip comp 
began to be dilatisfied even before the execution of our tentec 
agrecment, n ccniequence of which he attended mc to humo 
Bath, whither I went fer the benefit of my health, by on 
which was not a little impaired. made 
© This accommodation had a ſurprizing effe& upon 1 
my lover; who,' notwithſtand ing his repeated declara- Wl behav 
tions, that no woman ſhould ever gain ſuch an aſcen- with | 
dancy over his heart as to be able to give hin pain, ¶ neceſſi 


ſuffered all the gonies of diſappointed love, when he all m- 
now found him{clt deprived of the opportunities of Wl than e 


ſeeing me, and behaved very differently from what he Wl perſec: 
had imigined he ſhould : his words and actions were WW his ho! 
deiperate; one or his expreſſions to me was, It is WM nity, 
IK twiting my heart-ſtrings, and tearing it out of my WM diſpoii 
body.” Indeed I ſhould never have acted this part, J. 
hal T fo reſeen what he would h ve ſuffered; but I pro- felt 
teſt T belleved him when he ſaid otherwiſe, ſo much, aways 
that his declaration on that ſubje&t was the occaſion of Mr. B 
my giving him up; nd it was now too late to retract. Wm inti 
© In our expediticu to the Bath, I was accompanied ment « 
by a very agreeable young lady, with whom I paſked iraluah 
my time very happily, amid the diverſions of the place, Wername 
which ſcreened me, in a good meaſure, from the vexa- Wtnjoyed 
tious ſociety of my hop=:ful partner. From this place he con 
we repaired to his ſcat in the country, where we ſpent Nperie 
a few months, and thence returned again to our houie Wicve m 
in Bond Strect. Here, while I was confined to my beꝙ ict the 
by illneſs, it was ſuppoſed my indiſpoſition was nokrms x 


other 
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other than a private lying- in, though I was under the 
roof with my lord, and attended by his ſervants. 

While the diſtemper continued, my lord (to do 
him juſtice) behaved with all imaginable tenderneſs and 
care; and his concern on theſe occaſions T have already 
mentioned, as a ſtrange inconſiſtency in his diſpoſition, 
If his actions were at all accountable, I ſhould think he 
took pains to fret me into a fever firſt, in order to ma- 
nifeſt his love and humanity afterwards, When I 
recovered my ſtrength and ſpirits, I went abroad, taw 

| company, and ſhould have been eaſy, had he been con- 
tented; but as my fatisfaftion increafed, his good- 


) humour decayed, and he baniſhed from his houſe, one 

„by one, all the people whoſe converſation could have 
made my life agreeable. | 

1 J often expoſtulated with him upon his malignant 

behaviour, proteſting my deſire of living peaceably 


- W vith him, and begging he wovld not lay me under the 
» WY neceſſity of changing my meaſures. He was deaf to 
e al my remonſtrances, (though I warned him more 
xt WY than once of the event;) perſiſted in his maxims of 
e perlecution 53 and after repeated quarrels, I again left 
'e lis houſe, fully determined to ſuffer all forts of extre- 
nity, rather than ſubje& myſelf to the tyranny of his 


y diſpoſit ion. 
t; This year was productive of one fatal event, which 


[ felt with the utmoſt ſenfibility of ſorrow, and I ſhall 
aways remember with regret: J mean the death of 
Mr. B „ with whom LI had conſtantly maintained 
am intimate correſpondence ſince the firſt commence- 
ment of our acquaintance. He was one of the moſt 
ialuahble men, and promiſed to be one of the brighteſt 
Weonaments that this or any other age had produced, I 
enjoyed his triehdſhip without reſerve; and ſuch was 
the confidence he repoſed in my integrity, from long 
<perience of my truth, that he often {aid he would be- 
lere my bare aſſertion, even though it ſhould contra- 
act the evidence of his own ſenſes. Theſe being the 
rms upon which we lived, it is not to be ſuppoſed 
8 O 3 that 
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that I bore the Joſs of him without repining: indeed 
grief was unſpeakable; and though the edge of it 
be now ſmoothed by the lenient hand of Time, I ſhall 
never ceaic to cheriſh his memory with the molt tender 
remembrance. 


During che laſt period of my living with my lord, 


J had agreed to the expediency of obtaining an act of 
parliament, which would enable him to pay his debts 
on which occaſion there was a neceſſity for cancelling 
a decd that ſubſiſted between us, relating to a feparate 
maintenance; to which, on certain proviſions I was in- 
titled ; and this was to he ſet aſide, ſo far as it inter- 
tered with the abovementioned ſcheme, while the reſt 
of it ſhould remain in force, While this affair was 
about to he tranſacted, my lord very generouſly inſiſted 
upon my concurrence, in annulling the whole ſettle- 
ment; and hen I reruſed to comply with this demand, 
becauſe this was the ſole reſource I had againſt his ill- 
uſage, he would not proceed in the execution of his 
plan, though by dropping it he hurt nobody but him- 
ſelf; and he accuſed me of having receded from my 
word, after I had drawn him into a conſiderable ex- 
ence. 

© This imputation of breaking my word, which I 
defy the whol- world to prove I ever did, incenſed me 
the more, as I myſelf had propoſed the ſcheme tor his 
ſervice, although I. knew the accompliſhment of it 
would endanger the validity of my own ſettlement ; and 
my indignation was ſtill more augmented by the beha- 
viour of Mr. G n, who had always profeſſed a re- 
gard for my intereſt, and upon my laſt accommodation 
with my lord, undertaken to effect a reconciliation be- 
tween my father and me: but when he was queſtioned 
about the particulars of this difference, and deſired to 
declare whether his lordſhip or I was to blame, he de- 
clined the office of arbitrator, refuſed to be explicit 
upon the ſubject, and by certain ſhrewd hum's and 
ha's, ſignified his diſapprobation of my conduct. Yet 
this very man, when | imparted to him, in confidence, 
aa | my 
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my intention of making another retreat, and frankly 
aſked his opinion of my 7 deſign, ſeemed to-acquieſce in 
the juſtice of it in theſe remarkable words. © Madam, 
if I thought, or had hopes of my lord's growing het- 
ter, I wonld down on my knees to deſire you to ſtay 
but as I have not, I fay nothing.“ 

© If he connived at my conduct in this particular, 
wiy ſhould he diſapprove of it, when all I aſked was 
hut common juſtice ? But he was a dependant; and there- 
fore T excuic his phlegmatick (not to call it unfriend- 
ly) behaviour. Indeed he conld not be too cantious of 
giving offence to his lordſhip, who ſometimes made 
him tecl the effects of that wrath which other people 
had kindled ; particularly, in conſ:quence of a fmall 
adventure which happened about this very period of 
time, 

A very agreeable, ſprightly, good- natured young 
man, a near relation of my lord, hap pened to be at our 
houſe one evening, when there was a fire in the neigh- 
bourhood ; we agreed to go and ſup at a tavern, en 
famille; and having ſpent the evening with great 
mirth and good- humour, this young gentleman, who 
was naturally facetious, in taking his leave, ſaluted us 
all round. My lord, who had before entertained ſome 
jealouſy of his kinkman, was very much provoked by 
this trifling incident, hut very pr adently fl uppreſſed his 
diſpleaſure till he returned to his own houſe, where his 
rage co-operating with the Champagne he had drank, 
inflamed him to ſuch a degree of reſolution, that he 
iprung upon the innocent G— n, and collared him 
with great fury, though he was altogether unconcerned 
in the cauſe of his indignation. 

This extravagant and frantick behaviour, added ta 
the other grievances under which I laboured, hafte ned 
my reſolution of leaving him; and he to this _ day 
blames his relation, as the immediate cauſe of my 
eſcape, whereas he ought to place it to the account of 
his own madneſs and indiſcretion. When I retired to 
Park Strect, he cautioned all my tradeſmen (not even 
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excepting my baker) againſt giving me credit, affuring 
them that he would not pay any debts I ſhould con- 
tract; and the difficulties to which I was reduced, in 
conſequence of this charitable declaration, together 
with the reflection of what I had ſuffered, and might 
undergo, from the caprice and barharity of his diſpoſi- 
tion, affected my health ſo much, that I was taken again 
ill, and my life thought in danger. | 

My conſtitution, however, got the better of my 
diſtemper, and I was ordered into the country by my 
phyſicians, for the benefit of the air; fo that I found 
myſelf under the neceſſity of keeping two houſes, when 
I was little able to ſupport one, and ſet up my chariot, 
becauſe I could not detray the expence of a hackney- 
coach; for I had as much credit given me as I aſked 
for, notwithſtanding my lord's orders to the contrary. 

© Having recruited my ſpirits in the country, I re- 
turned to town, and was viſited by my friends, who 
never forſook me in adverſity; and in the ſummer re- 
moved to a houſe in Eflex, where I lived a few months 
in great tranquillity, unmoleſted by my tyrant, who 
ſometimes gave me a whole year's reſpite, Here 1 
uſed to ride and drive by turns (as my humour dictat- 
ed) with horſes which were lent me; and I had the 
company of my lover, and another gentleman, who was a 
very agreeable companion, and of ſingular ſervice to me 
in the ſequel, 
At laſt, my lord having received intelligence of the 
place of my abode, and his tormenting humour recur- 
ring, he ſet out for my habitation, and in the morning 
appeared in his coach and fix, attended by Mr. G n, 
and another perſon, whom he had engaged for the pur- 
poſe, with ſeveral domeſticks armed. I immediately 
ſhut up my doors at his approach, and refuſed him ad- 
mittance, which he endeavoufed to obtain by a ſucceſ- 
ſion of prayers and threats; but I was deaf |to both, 
and reſolved to hold out to the laſt. Seeing me deter- 
rained, he began his attack, and his ſervants actually 
forced their way into the houſe ; upon which I > 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 165 
ec up ſtairs, and fortified myſelf in my apartment, 
wluch the aflailants ſtormed with ſuch fury, that the 
door began to give way, and I retire into another 


room. 

© Whilft I remained in this poſt, Mr. G n de- 
manded a parley, in which he begged I would lavour 
my lord with an interview, otherwiſe he knew not what 
might be the conſequence. To this remonſtrance I 
replied, that I was not difpoicd to comply with his 
requeſt; and that though their deſign ſhould be mhr- 
der, T was not at all afraid of death. Upon this declara- 
tion they renewed their attacks, which they carried on 
with indifferent ſueceſs till the afternoon, when my 
lord, (as if he had been at play) ſent a formal meſſage 
to me, deſiring that all hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe, til! after 


both parties ſhould have dined. . At the lame tine, my 


own ſervants came for inſtructions ; and I ordered 
them to let him have every thing which he {hould call 
for, as far as the houſe could afford. | 

He did not fail to make ule of this permiſſion 3 but, 
ſitting down with his companiens, eat up my dinner 
without heſitation, after he had paid me the compli- 
ment of defiring to know what he ſhould ſend up to 
my apartment. Far from having any ſtomach to par- 
take of his meal, I fat folitary upon my bed, in a ſtate 
of melancholy expectation, having faſtened the door of 
the outward room for my ſecurity, while I kep: my 
chamber open for the convenience of air, the weather 
being exceſſively hot. 

His lordſhip having indulged his appetite, reſumed 
dis attempt, and all of a ſudden I heard a noiſe in the 
next room; upon which I ſtarted up, and perceiving 
that he had got into my anti- chamber, by the help of a 
bench that ſtood under the window, I flung-to the door 
of my room, which I locked with great expedition, 
and opened another that communicated with the ſtair- 
ene, ran out of the houſe, through a crowd of more 
than a hundred pcople, whom this tray had gathered 
together, Being 
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166 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
Being univerſally beloved in the neighbourhood, 
and reſpected by my lord's fervants, I paſſed among 
them untouched, and took refuge in a neighbouring 
cottage ; while his lordſhip bawled and roared tor at- 
ſiſtance, being atraid to come out as he had gone in, 
Without waiting for his deliberations, I changed 
cloaths with the poor woman who had given me ſhel- 
ter, and in her blue apron and ftraw-hat, fallied out 
into the fields, intending to ſeek protection at the houſe 
of a gentleman not tar off, though I was utterly igno- 
rant of the road that led to it. However, it was my 
good fortune to meet with a farmer, who undertook to 
conduct me to the place; otherwiſe I ſhould have 
miſſed my way, and in all probability lain in the fields; 
tor, by this time, it was eight o'clock at night. 

Under the direction of this guide, I traverſed hedges 
and ditches, (for I would not venture to travel in the 
highway, left I ſhould fall into the hands of my pur- 
ſuer) and after I had actually tumbled in the mire, 
and walked fix or ſeven long miles by the help of a 
good ſpirit, which never failed me on ſuch occaſions, I 
arrived at the place, and rung the bell at the garden- 
gate for admittance. S-eing my figure, which was 
very uncouth, together with my draggled condition, 
they denied me entrance; but when they underſtood 
who I was, immcdiately opened the door, and I was 
hoſpitably entertained, after having been the ſubje& of 
mirth, on account of my dreſs and adventure, 

Next day I returned and took poſſeſſion of my 
houle again, where I reſumed my former amuſements, 
which I enjoyed in quiet for the ſpace of a whole 
month, waiting with reſignation for the iſſue of my 
law-tuit; when one afternoon I was apprized of his 
lordſhip's approach by one of my ſpies, whom I always 
employed to reconnoitre the xk and fo fortunate 
was I in the choice of theſe ſcouts, that I never was 
betrayed by one of them, though they were often bribed 
tor that purpoſe. | : 

] no tooner received this intelligence, than I ordered 


ws 


ſ 


my ho 
hoht 11 
from t 
this tr: 
by a fi 
ſolved 
ſhould 
hculty 
at the 
being 
tect ior 
1 
bring 
under 
turned 
all m1 
papers 
had a 
that! 
thoug 
diſtan, 
after 1 
2 chat 
tende 
umec 
piſtol: 
amy } 
upon 
Weape 
tindei 
tion, 
much 
my ic] 


Natal 


get n 
right 
divid 
ſet of 
little 


5% 


' PEREGRINE PICKLE, 167 
my horſe to be ſaddled, and mounting, rode out of 
light immediately, directing my courſe a different way 
from the London road. I had not long procecded in 
this track, when my career was all of a ſudden ſtopped 
by a five-bar gate, which, after ſome heſitation, I re- 
ſolved to leap, (my horſe being an old hunter) if I 
ſhould find myſelf purſued. However, with much dif- 
ficulty I made a ſhift to open it, and arrived in ſafety 
at the houſe of my very good friend Mr. G , who 
being a juſtice of rhe peace, had promiſed me his pro- 
tect ion, if it ſhould be wanted. 

Thus ſecured for the preſent, I ſent out ſpies to 
bring information of his lordſhip's proceedings, and 
underſtood that he had taken poſſeſſion of my houle, 
turned my ſervants adrift, and made himſelf maſter of 
all my moveables, cloaths, and papers. As tor the 
papers, they were of no conſequence, but of cloaths I 
had a good ſtock : and when I had reaſon to believe 
that he did not intend to relinquiſh his conqueſt, I 
thought it was high time for me to remove to a greater 
diſtance from his quarters. Accordingly, two days 
after my eſcape, I ſet out at eleven o'clock at night, in 
2 chariot and four, which I borrowed of my triend, at- 
tended by a footman, who was a ſtout fellow and well 
umed, I myſelf being provided with a brace of good 
piſtols, which I was fully determined to uſe againſt 
any perſon who ſhould preſume to lay violent hands 
upon me, except my lord, for whom a lefs mortal 
weapon would have ſufficed, ſuch as a bodkin or a 
tinder-box. Nothing could be farther from my inten- 
tion, than the deſire of hurting any living creature, 
much leis my huſband ; my defign was only to defend 
mytelf from cruelty and —— which I knew, by 


F fatal experience, would infallibly be my lot, ſhould he 


get me into his power; and I thought I had as good a 
right to preſerve my happineſs as that which every in- 
dividual has to preſerve his life, eſpecially againſt a. 
ſet of ruffians, who were engaged to rob me of it for 4 
little dirty lucre. | In 
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168 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
In the midſt of our journey, the footman came up, 


and told me I was dogged ; upon which J looked out, 


and ſceing a man riding by the chariot-fide, preſented 
one of my piſtols out of the chariot window, and pre- 
ſeryed that poſture of defence until he thought proper 
to retreat, and rid me of the fears that attended his 
company. I arrived in town, and changing my equi- 
age, hired an open chaiſe, in which (though I was 
almott ſtarved with cold) I travelled to Reading, which 
I reached by ten next morning; and from thence pro- 
ceeded farther in the country, with a view of taking 
refuge with Mrs. C „ who was my particular 
friend. Here I ſhould have found ſhelter, though my 
lord had been before-hand with me, and endeavoured 
to prepoſſoſs her againſt my conduct, had not the houſe 
been crouded with company, among whom I could not 
poſſibly have been concealed, eſpecially from her bro- 
ther, who was an intimate friend of my perſecutor. 
Things being thus ſituated, J enjoyed but a very 
ſhort interview with her, in which her ſorrow and per- 
plexity en my account appeared with great expreſſion 
in her countenance; and though, it was not in her 
power to afford me the relief I expected, the in the 
moſt genteel manner ſent after me a ſmall ſum ot 
money, thinking that, conſidering the hurry in which I 
leſt my houſe, I might have occaſion for it on the road. 
I was by this time henumbed with cold, fatigued witl 
travelling, and almoſt fretted to death by my diſap 
pointment. However, this was no time to indulge 
deſpondence ; ſince nobody could or would aſſiſt me, I 
ſtood the more in need of my own reſolution and pre 
ſence of mind. After ſome deliberation, I ſteered m1 
courſe back to London ; and being unwilling to retun 
by the ſame road in which I came, as well as impatien 
to be at the end of my journey, I choſe the Bagſno 
way, and venture! to crofs the heath by moon-light. 
© Here I was attacked by a footpad armed with 
broad {word, who came vp and demanded my money 
My ſtock amounted. to twelve guineas 4 and 1 my 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 169 

that ſhould T be ſtripped of the whole ſum, I could not 
travel without diſcovering who T was, and confequently 
running the riſk of being detected by my partuer. On 
thele conſiderations J gave the fellow three guineas and 
fore ſilver; with which he was fo far from being ſatis- 
fied, that he threatened to fearch me for more: but I 
ordered the conchman to proceed, and by good fortune 
eſcaped that ceremony; though I was under ſome ap- 
prehention of being overtaken with a piſtol- bullet in 
my flight, and therefore held down my head in the 
haile, in imitation of lome great men, who are ſaid to 
have ducked in the fame monner in the day of battle. 

« My tears happened to be ditappointed. I lay at 
an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in town, in 
the utnoft difticulty and diftreis ; for I knew not where 
to fox my habitation, and was deſtitute of all means of 
ſupport. In this dilemma, I applied to my lawyer, 
who recommended me to the houie of a tradeſinan in 
W.ftminfter, where I lodged and honrded upon my 
faithtul Abigail, (whem I ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Mrs, S——r) for the ſpace of ten wecks, 
during which I taw nobody, and never once ſtirred 
abroad. 

© While Jas thus harraſſed out of all enjoyment of 
life, and reduced to the utmoſt indigence, by the cruelty 
of my perſecutor, who had even ſtripped me of my 
werring apparel, J made a conqueſt of Lord D——, a 
nobleman who is now de d, and therefore I ſhall ſay 
Ittle-of his character, which is perfectly well known: 
this only will I obſerve, that next to my own tyrant, 
he was the perſon of whom TI had the greateſt abhor- 
rence. Nevertheleſs, when theſe two came in compe- 


I tition, I preferred the offers of this new lover, which 


were very conſiderable; and as an aſylum was the 
Cct thing I wanted, agreed to follow him to his 
country ſeat, whither I actually ſent my cloaths, which 
had purchaſed upon credit. | 
* However, upon mature deliberation, I changed my 
mind, and ſignified my reſolution in a letter, deſiring 
Vol. III. * at 
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170 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
tit the ſame time, that my baggage might be ſent back, 
In conſequence of this meſſage, I expected a viſit from 
him, in all the rage of indignation and diſappointment, 
and gave orders that he ſhould not be admitted into 
my houſe: yet, notwithſtanding this precaution, he 
found means to procure entrance; and one of the firſt 


objects that I {aw next morning in my bed-chamber, 


was my lover, armed with his horſewhip, againſt which 
from the knowlege of the man) I did not think myſelf 
altogether ſecure z though I was not much alarmed, 
becauſe I believed myſelf ſuperior to him in point of 
bravery, ſhould the work come to the worſt; but, con- 
trary to my expectation, and his uſual behaviour to our 
ſex, he accoſted me very politely, and began to expoſ- 
tulate upon the contents of my letter. I freely told 
him, that I had rafhly aſſented to his propoſal, tor my 
own convenience only; that when I reflected on what I 
had done, I thought it ungenerous in me to live with 
him upon theſe terms; and that, as I did not like him, 
and could not diſſemble, ſuch a correſpondence could 
never tend to the ſatis faction of either. He allowed 
the inference was juſt, though he was very much 
chagrined at my previous proceeding : he relinquiſhed 
his claim, reſtored my cloaths, and never afterwards 
upbraided me with my conduct in this affair; though 
he at one time owned, that he ſtill loved me, and ever 
ſhould, becauſe I had uſed him ill: a declaration that 
ſtrongly marks the peculiarity of his character. As 
for my own part, I own that my behaviour on this 
occaſion is no other way excuſable, than on account of 
the miſerable perplexity of my circumſtances, which 
were often ſo calamitous, that I wonder I have not 
been compelled to take fuch ſteps as would have ren- 
dered my conduct much more exceptionable than it 
really is. 
At laſt all my hopes were blaſted by the iſſue of 
my ſuit, which was determined in favour of my lord. 
Even then I refuſed to yield; on the contrary, coming 


out of retirement, I took lodgings in Suffolk Ro 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 171 


and ſet my tyrant at defiance. But, being unwilling - 


to truſt my doors to the care of other people, I hired 
an houſe in Conduit Street; and no ſooner appeared in 
the world again, than I was furrounded by divers and 
jundry forts of admirers. I beheve 1 received the 
incenſe and addrefles of all kinds under the tun, except 
that ſort which was moſt to my liking, a man capable 
of contracting and inſpiring a mutual attachment ; but 
ſuch a one is equally rare and ineſtimable: not but that 
oven myſelf greatly obliged to all thoſe who cultivated 
my good graces, though they were very little beholden 
to me; for where I did not really love, I could never 
proteſs that paſſion 5 that ſort of diſſnnulation is a 
ſlavery that no honeſt nature will undergo. Except 
one worthy young man whom I fometimes ſaw, they 
were a ftrange medley of inſignificant beings ; one was 
mlipid, another ridiculouſly affected; a third void of 
all education; a fourth altogether inconſiſtent; and, in 
ſhort, I found as many trifling characters among the 
men, as ever I obſerved in my own ſex. Some cf 
them I endeavoured to bring over to ray maxims, while 
they attempted to make a proſelyte of me; but finding 
the tatk impractical on both ſides, we wiſcly dropped 
each other. 

At length, however, I was bleſſed with the ac- 
quaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, the firſt 
character in England, in point of honour, integrity, 
wit, ſenſe, and benevolence ; when J have thus diſtin- 
guiſhed him, I need ſcarce mention Lord - This 
great, this good man, poſſeſſes every accompliſhment 
requiſite to inſpire admiration, love, and eſteem. With 
infinitely more merit than almoſt ever fell to one man's 
ſhare, he manifeſts ſuck diffidenee of his own qualifica- 
ons, as cannot fail ta prepoſſeſs every company in his 
favour, He ſeems to obſerve nothing, yet -:es every 
tung ; his manner of telling a ſtory, and making trifles 
elegant, is peculiar to himſelf; and though he has a 
thouſand oddities, they ſerve only to make him more 
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172 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
that 1 was enamoured of his perſon: but this was not 
the caſe; love is altogether capricious and fanciful; yet 
I admire, honour, and eſteem him to the higheſt degree; 
and when J obſerve that his character refembled chat 
of my dear departed fend Mr. B „or rather, that 
Mr. B-—, had he lived, woult nave relembled Lord 
——, I pay the higheſt comp.unent I can conceive 
both to rhe living and the dead. 
© In this nobleman's friendſnip and converſation I 
thought myſelf happy; though T was, as vfusl, exposed 
to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, who, one day, 
while I was favoured with the company of this gene- 
rous friend, appeared at my door in his conc", attended 
by another gentleman, who demanded entrance with an 
air of authority. A very honeſt footman, Who bad 
been long in my ſervice, ran up ſtairs in the utmaſt 
conſternation, and gave me an account of what had 
happened below. Upon which, T told him he bad no- 
thing to anſwer for, and orlered him to koep the oor 
fait ſhut aguinſt all oppoſition : though I was © mich 
affected with this unexpected affrulr, that Lord —— 
faid, he was never more furprized and ſhocked in dis 
lite, than at the horror which appcored in my counte- 
nance, when I faw the coach flop at the door. 
„My little hero bing refuſd admittance, went 
away, threatening to return }Jpecdily with a reinforce- 
ment; and during this interval, I provided myſelf with 
a ſoldier, whom I placed c<tine! at the door, within 
ſide, to guard me from the danger of ich all. ulcs for 
the future. My lord, trve to his Hromiſ, marched 
back with his auxiliaries, reinforced with a conſtable, 
and repeated his deman: of being admitted; and my 
ſoldier opening the ſaſh, in order to aniwer him, ac- 
cording to my direction, he no ſooner perceived tlie 
red coat, than he was ſeized with ſuch a panick that 
he inſtantly fled with great precipitation; and when he 
recounted the adventure, like Falſtaff in the play, mul- 
tiplied my guard into a whole file of muſqueteers. He 
allo made a ſhift to difcoyer the gentleman, who had 
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| PEREGRINE PICKLE, 173 
been fo kind as to lend me one of his company, and 
complained of him to the Duke of N —, in hopes of 
ſing him broke for his miſdemeanor; but in that ex- 
pectat ion he was luckily diſappointed. 

« Perceiving that in England I ſhould never enjoy 
peace, but be continually ſubject to thoſe alarms and 
giſquiets which had already impaired my health and 
firits, I reſolved to repair again to France, my beſt 

| refuge and ſure retreat frqm the perſecution of mp ty- 
rant. Vet, before I took this ſtep, I endeavoured, by 
e advice of my friends, to conceal myſelf near Wind- 
| or; but was in a little time diſcovered by my lord, and 
| Wi hunted out of my lurking-piace accordingly, I then 
1 removed to Chelſea, where J ſuffered inconceiveable 
+ neaſimeſs and agitation of mind, from the nature of 
tuation. My tranquillity being thus inceſſantly 
mwaded by a man who could not be ſatisfied with me, 
and yet could not live without me: ſo that, though I 
was very much indiſpoſed, I ſet out for France, by the 
way of the Hague, as the war had ſhut up all other 
communication, having no other attendant but my wo- 
man 8 r; who, though ſhe dreaded the tea, and 
was upon the brink of matrimony, would not quit me 
in {ach a calamitous condition, until I was joined by 
my footman and other maid, whom I ordered to follow 
me with the baggage. But, before my departure, I 
ent a meſſage to Lord „ demanding my cloaths, 
which he had ſeized in Eſſex; and he refuſing to deliver 
them, I was obliged to equip myſelf anew upon credit. 
© I was ſupplied with money for my OT by my 
good ſriend L ; and after a ſhort and pleaſant paſ- 
age, arrived at the Hague, where I ſtaid two months, 
Jad parted with S——r, on whom I ſettled an annuity 
of five and twenty pounds, payable out of the provi- 
ſon which I had or might obtain from my huſband. 
The ſame allowance had I prevailed upon Lord B 
to grant to another maid, who attended me while I 
lived in his houſe. 
] did not much reliſh the people in Holland, be- 
| P43 cauſe 
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caule they ſcemed entirely devoted to ſelf- intereſt, vrith- 
out any taſte for pleaſure or politeneſs ; a ſpecies of 
diſpoſition that could not be very agreeable to me, who 
always cetpi fed money, had an unbounded benevolence 
of heart, and loved ple ature beyond cyzry other conſi- 
deriiion, When T lay pies ure, I would not be under- 
ſtood to mean ſenſuality, Which conſtituces the ſupreme 
happiness of thoſe only who are void of ſentiment and 
imagination. Nevertheleſs, I received tome civilities 
in this place; and among the reſt, the reputation of 
having tor my lover the King of P——'s miniſter, 
who Was young and airy, and viſited me often; circum- 
ſtances that were ſufficient to lay me under the i imputa- 
tion of an amour, which I freque mtly incurred without 
having given the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. 

c Having taken leave of my Dutch fris ends, I de- 
par ted from the Hague, 1 in compins 4 with an Engliſh 
woman, whom I had choſen for that purpoſe, and ar- 
rived at Antwerp, with much difficulty e and danger, 
the highway being infeſted with robbers. After aue 
ing repoſed myſelf a ſew days in this city, I hired a 
coach for myſelf, and ſet out with my companion for 
Bruſſels ; bat DR we reached Mechlin, our vchicle 
was attacked by two huſſars, who, with their _— 
drawn, cbliged the coachman to drive into awocd ne 
the road. I at firſt imagined they wanted to exan ning e 
our paſſports, but was ſoon too well convinced of their 
deſign; and though very much ſhocked at the Gdi.co- 
very, iound re ſolution enough to ſuppreſs my concern, 
{o (at it ſhould not aggravate the tevrors of the ycung 

voman, who had almoſt died with apprehenſion. ” 
even encoureged her to hope for the beſt; and addreſl- 
rok ylelf to che robhers in French, begged in the muſt 

ſup —_ manner that they would fpare our lives; up- 

on which one of them, who was alittle fellow, aſſured 
me in the ſame language, that we had nothing to fear 
for our perſons. 

When we were conveyed in a ſtate of dreadful ſuſ- 
pen aboye three quarters of a mile into the 3 

the 
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the ruffians came into the coach, and taking my keys, 
which I kept ready in my hand for them, opened three 
large trunks that contained my baggage, and empty- 
ing them of every thing hut my hoops and a few books, 
packed up their booty in a cloth; then robbed me of 
wy money and jewels, even to my ſhoe-buckles, and 
ſlec e- buttons, took my footman's laced hat, and gave 
it hy way of gratification, to a peaſant, who came 
from behind the buſhes, and aſſiſted them in packing. 

This affair being diſpatched, they ordered us to 
return to the road by a different way from that in 
winch we were carried into the wood; and mounting 
their hories, rode off with the plunder, though not be- 
fore the little fellow, who was the leaſt ferocious of the 
two, had come and ſhaken me by the hand, wiſhing us 
a good journey; 2 compliment which I heartily re- 
turned, being extremely well pleaſed with the retreat 
of two ſuch companions, who had detained us a whole 
half hour; during which, notwithſtanding the aſſur- 
ante I had received, I was in continual apprehenſion of 
ſcang their operation concluded with the murder of us 
all; for I ſuppoſe they were of that gang, who had 
ſome time betore murdered a French officer, and uſed a 
lach extremely ill, after having rifled her of all the 


Jad, 


« Having thus undergone pillage, and being reduced 
to the extremity of indigence in a foreign land, it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that my reflections were very com- 
tonable; and yet, though I ſuſtained the whole da- 
mege, I was the only perſon in the company who bore 
the accident with any reſolution and preſence of mind. 
My coachman and valet ſeemed quite terrified with 
iewr; and it was not till I had repeated my directions, 
that the former drove farther into the wood, and took 
the firſt turning to the right, in order to regain the 
road, according to- the command of the robbers, which 
I did not chuſe to difobey. 

© This misſortune I ſuffered by the miſinformation 
I received at Antwerp, where I would have ne- 
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myſelf with an eſcort, had not I been aſſured that there 
was not the leaſt occaſion to put myſelf to ſuch extra- 
ordinary expence: and indeed the robbers took the 
only half hour in which they could have had an oppor- 
tunity of plundering us; for we no ſooner returned into 
the highway, than we met with the French artillery 
coming from Bruſſels, which was a ſecurity to us dur- 
ing the reſt of our journey. We were afterwards in- 
formed, at a ſmall village, that there was actually a 
large gang of deſerters, who harboured in that wood, 
from which they made excurſions in the neighbour- 
hood, and kept the peaſants in continual alarms. 

© Having proceeded a little way, we were ſtopped by 
the artillery croſſing a bridge; and as the train was 
very long, muſt have been detained till night, had not 
a ſoldier informed me, that if I world take the trouble 
to come out of my coach, and apply to the commandart, 
he would order them to halt, and allow me to pais. I 
took the man's advice, and was by him conducted, 
with much difficulty, through the crowd to tome ofi- 
cers, who ſeemed ſcarce to deſerve the name; for when 
I tignihed my requeſt, they neither roſe up, nor de- 
fired me to {it down; but lolling in their chairs, with 
one leg ſtretched out, aſked, with an air of diſreſpect- 
ful raillery, where I was going? and when I antwered, 
« To Paris;“ deſired to know what I would do there. 

I who am naturaliy civil, where I am civilly ud, 
and ſaucy enough where I am treated with diſregard, 
was very much piqued at their inſolent and unman- 
nerly behaviour, and began to reply to their 1mpert!- 
nent queſtions very abruptly ; fo that a very tart di- 
logue would have enſued, had not the converſation bein 
interrupted by a tall, thin, gentecl, young French no- 
bleman, an officer in the army, who chancing to come 
in, aſked with great politeneſs what I would pleaſe to 
have. I then repeated my deſire, and produced my 
paliports, by which he learned who I was. He imme- 
diately gave orders that my coach ſhould paſs; and af- 
terwards viſited me at Paris, having obtained my per- 

miſſon, 
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miJon, and taken my addrets at parting ; while the 
&'14S, underitanding my name and quality, aſked par- 
don for their impolite carriage, which they told me 
vas wing to the repreſentation of the ſoldier, who 
gau: them to underſtand that I was a ſtrolling actreſs. 

could not help laughing heartily at this miſtake, 
wile! might have proceeded from the circumſtances of 
my Appearance, my tootman having been obliged to 
change hats with the pealant, and myſelt being with- 
end buckles in my ſhoes, and buttons in my ridin 
hit, while my countenance ſtill retained marks of the 
far, and conluſion I had undergone. After all, per- 
hs the fellow was a droll, and wanted to entertain 
hint lelf at my expence. 

The day was ſo far conſumed in theſe adventures, 


that T was obliged to take up my lodgings at Mechlin, 
vcr- I agarlted myſelf to the intendant, giving him 
an account of the diſaſter IJ had met with, and deſiring 
I m-git have credit at the inn, as our whole company 
could not raiſe the value of a fix-pence. This gentle- - 
men, though a provincial, was polite in his way, and 
19! any granted my requeſt, but invited me to lodge 
at hh own houſe. I accordingly gave him my com- 
dany at ſupper, but did not chuſe to ſleep in his quar- 
ters, becaute he appeared to be what the French call 
un c Heux debauche. 

© Next day he ſent a trumpet to the general, with a 
detail of my misfortune, in hopes of retrieving what I 
had loft; but, notwithſtanding all poſſible ſearch, I 
was rain to put vp with my damage, which, in linen, 
ices, cloaths, and baubles, amounted to upwards or 
ſcven hundred pounds: a loſs Which never deprived 
me of one moment's, reſt; for though I lodged at a 
miſeruble inn, and lay in a paltry bed, I flept as ſound 
as if nothing extraordinary had happened, after I had 
written to London and Paris, that the payment of my 
bills of credit might be ſtopped. Indeed, I know but 
o two misfortunes in lite capable of depreſſing my ſpi- 
fits; namely, the loſs of health and friends; all others 
may 
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may be prevented or endured, The articles of that 
calamity which I chiefly regretted, were a picture of 
Lord W m, and ſome inimitable letters trom Mr, 
B : 


From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruſſels, where be- 
ing known, I got credit for ſome neceſſaries, and bor- 
rowed twenty guineas to defray the expence of my 
journey to Paris. Having conſulted with my friends 
about the ſafeſt method of travelling through Flanders, 
I was perſuaded to take places in the public voiture; 
and accordingly departed, not without fear of finding 
one part of the country as much infeſted with robbers 
as another. Nor were theſe apprehenſions aſſuageil by 
the converſation of my fellow-travellers, who being of 
the lower fort of people, that delight in exaggerating 
dangers, entertained me all the way with an account of 
all the robberies and murders which had been com- 
mitted on that road, with, many additional circum- 
ſtances of their own invention. 

After having been two days expoſed to this com- 
fortable converſation, among very diſagreeable com- 
pany, waich is certainly one of the moſt diſagree able 
ſituations of life, I arrived at Liſle; where, thinking 
the dangerous part of the journey was now paſttd, I 
hired a poſt-chaiſe, and in two days more reached Pa- 
ris, without any further moleſtation. _ 

© Upon my arrival in this capital, T was immedi- 
ately viſited by my old acquaintances, who hearing my 
diſaſter, offered me their cloths, and inſiſted upon my 
wearing them, until I could be otherwiſe provi led. 
They likewite engaged me in parties, with a view of 
amuſing my imagination, that T might not grow me- 
lancholy in reflecting upon my lots; and defired me to 
repeat the particulars of my {tory forty times over, ex- 
preſsing great ſurprize at our not being murdered, or 
reviſned at leaſt. As for this laſt ſpecies of outrage, 
the fear of it never ence entered my head, otherwite 
J ſhould have been more ſhocked and alarmed than 
E really was: but it tecms this was the chief circum - 
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ſtance of my companion's apprehenſion; and I cannot 
kelp obſerving, that an homely woman is always more 
apt to entertain thoſe fears, than one whole perſon ex- 
3 poles her to much more imminent danger. However, I 
nor7 learned, that the riſł I run was much greater than 


5 [imagined it to be, thoſe ruftians being tamiliarized to 
ads rape as well as murder. a | 
hg Soon after my appearance in Paris, I was favoured 
a ich the addreflcs of ſeveral F rench lovers; but I never 
ing bad any taſte for foreigners, or indecd for any amuſe- 
bers ments of that Kind, except tuch as were likely to be 
ths lating, and ſettled upon a more agreeable footing than 
» of (dat of common gallantry, When I deviated from this 
* 8 principle, my conduct was the eſfect of compulſion, 
# of anc therefore I was never caſy under it, having been re- 
1 duced to the alternat ive of two evils, the leaſt of which 
_ | was obliged to chuſe, as a man leaps into the fea, in 
order to eſcape from a ſhip that 1s on fire. | 
PL Though I rejected their love, I did not refuſe their 
FE company and converſation ; and though my health was 


ble conſiderably impaired by the ſhock I received in my 
. lat adventure, which was conſiderably greater than I 
a firſt imagined, and affected my companion ſo much, 
that ſhe did not recover her ſpirits till the returned to 
'ngland : I fay, though T was for ſome time a valetu- 
dlinarian, I enjoyed myſelf in great tranquillity for the 
[pace of ten months, during which I was viſited by 
Engliſh, Scotch, and French, of all parties and perſua- 
300s ; for pleaſure is of no faction, and that was the 
chief object of my purluit ; neither was I ſo ambiti- 
pus of being a politician, as to employ my time and 
houghts upon ſubjects which I did not underſtand, 
had admirers of all fides, and ſhould have ſpent my 
ime very much to my liking, had not I felt my funds 
mbibly diminiſh, without any proſpect of their being 
pared; for I had been obliged to lay our a great 
par: of the ſum allotted for my ſubſiſtence, in 7 
ing my companion, my ſervant, and myſelf, with ne- 
ellarles, in lieu of thoſe which we hal. lot. 

. _ © Having 
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Having before my eyes the uncomfortable proſy1:2 
of wanting money in a ftr. ange place, I found my Fe 
under the neceſſity of returning to England, where I 
had more refources than I could poſſibly have among 
torcigners ; an- W that view wrote to Lor 5 
age nts, deliring that I might be enabled to diſcharg 
my obligations at Paris, by the payment of my pans 
money - Thus a wanne e en commenced, and his 
lordſhip promiſed to remit money for the clearance of 
my Paris debts, which amonnted to four hundred 
pounds: but he would not advance one Bing mare, 
though I gave him to underſtand, that while he [T0- 
tracted the agreement, I mutt inevitably be 2dding ts o 
my incumbra ance, and that I ſhould be as eff, <ctually de- 
tained by a debt of twenty pounds av if I owed a thou- 
ſand. Notwithſtanding all my repreſentations, he 
would not part wich one ſhilling over the neat ne: in 
which I had at firſt it tipulated; 40 that all my 
ſures were rendered abortive, and J found it alt. jaar 
impracticable to execute thoſe reſolutions I had formed 
in his favour, 
Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarraſs the vn- 
an for whom on pen es the molt unlimited love, and 

3 principl- 3 9 es to hold in the u: moſt Ve= 
neration. In.ec a, 1 his confidence in my integrity is not 


Ates 


without foundation; for many wives, with one half of 
my provocation, werld huve ruined him to all intents 
and purpotes; whereas, notwithſtanding all the ex- 
pences to witch I have been expoſed by! lis continual 
perſecution, he never paid a ſhilling on my account, 
except one thoutand pounds, excluſive of the fin. all al- 
lowance which was my due. In 2 word, fo much time 
elapſed betore my lord could previ. il vpon himlcif to 
advance the bare four l. undred, that 1 was involved m 
freſh difficulties, from which I tc ound it impoſſible to 
extricate myſelf: and though I had cconfion to write 2 
letter to my benetactor Lot d , in which I expreſſed 
my AM gan for paſt favours, I could not ven- 
ture to ſolicit more; even when I was erccuraged by 
a very 
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a very obliging anſwer, wherein he declared that the 
good qualities of my mind and heart would bind him 
to me in friendſhip for ever. 

While I ruminated on my uncomfortable ſituation, 
which would neither permit me to return to England, 
nor to ſtay much longer where I was, a young Eng- 
liſnman of immenſe fortune took Paris in his way from 
Italy, accompanied by a moſt agreeable Scotchman, of 
very good ſenſe and great vivacity. It was my goed 
or ill fortune to become acquainted with theſe gen- 
tlemen, who having ſeen me at the opera, expreſſed 
a deſire of being known to me, and accordingly fa- 
voured me with a viſit one afternoon, when the briſk 
North Briton ingroſſed the whole converſation z while 
the other ſeemed fearful and diffident even to a degree 
of baſhfulneſs, through which, however, I could diſ- 
cern a delicate ſenſibility and uncommon underſtanding. 
There was in his perſon, (which was very agreeable) 
as well as in his behaviour, a certain ib t that was 
very pleaſing; and at this firſt interview we reliſhed 
each other's company ſo well, that a ſort of intimacy 
immediately commenced, and was carried on ina ſuc- 
ceſſion of parties of pleaſure, in the courſe of which I 
found him fraught with all the tenderneſs and ſenti- 
ment that render the heart ſuſceptible of the moſt re- 
fined love; a diſpoſition that immediately made me 
partial to him, while it ſubjected his own heart to all 
the violent impreſſions of a paſſion, which T little ima- 
gined our correſpondence would have produced. | 

© Nevertheleſs, I was far from being diſpleaſed with 
my conqueſt, becauſe his perſon and qualifications, as 
well as his manner of addreſs, were very much to my 
liking, and recommended him in a particular manner 
to my affection. Indeed, he made a greater progreſs 
in my heart than I myſelf ſaſpetted ; for there was 
lomething congenial in our ſonls, which from our firſt 
meeting I believe had attracted us (unknown to our- 
{clves) under the notions of friendſhip and regard, and 
now diſcloſed ĩtſelf in the moſt paſſionate love. 

Vor. III. Q_ « liſtened 


quainted with my diſpoſition, he ſhould ſuſpect me of 
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I liftened to his addreſſes, and we were truly MW t 
happy. His attachment was the quinteſſence of ten. v 
derneſs and ſincerity, while his generoſity knew no Þ 
bounds. Not contented with having paid twelve hun- * 
dred pounds on my account, in the ſpace of one fort- P 
night, he would have loaded me with preſent after pre. n 
ſent, had I not abſolutely refuſed to accept ſuch ex- P 
penſive marks of his munificence. I was even mortified 
at thoſe inſtances of his liberality, which my fituation w 


compelled me to receive; leſt, being but little ac- 


being intereſted in my love, and judge my conduct by 
the malicious reports of common tame which he after- 
wards owned had at firſt obtained ſuch credit with him, 
that he believed our mutual attachment would not be 
of long duration. But in this particular he was ſoon 
undeceived : his heart, though naturally adapted tor 
the melting paſſion, had hitherto eſcaped untouched by 
all the ladies of Italy and France; and therefore the 
firſt impreſſions were the more deeply fixed. As he was 
unpractiſed in the ways of common gallantry and de- 
ceit, the ſtriking ſimplicity in his character was the 
more likely to engage the heart of one who knew the 

erfidy of the world, and deſpiſed all the farce and 
— of faſhionable profeſſion, which I had always 
conſidered as the phraſe of vanity and oftentation, ra- 
ther than the genuine language of love. Beſides, gra- 
titude had a conſiderable ſhare in auzmenting-my af- 
fection, which manifeſted itſelf in ſuch a warm, cor- 
dial, and artleſs manner, as increaſed his eſteem, and 
rivetted his attachment z for he could eafily perceive 
from the whole tenour of my conduct, that my breaſt 
was an utter ſtranger to craft and diſſimulation: yet I 
was at firſt fearful of contracting any engagement with 
him, becauſe being younger than me, he might be more 
apt to change, and the world might be malicious 
enough to ſuppoſe I had practiſed upon his inexperience 
but conſcious of my own integrity, I ſet ander at 
defiance, truſting to my own behaviour, and his ” 
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tural probity, for the continuance of his love. Though 
we did not live together in the ſame houſe, the greateſt 
part of our time was ſpent in each other's company 
we dined and ſupped at the ſame table, frequented 
publick places, went upon parties to the country, and 
never parted but a few hours in the night, which we 
paſſed in the utmoſt impatience to meet again. 

© In this agreeable manner did the days roll on, 
when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jealouſy 
with which I happened to be ſeized. I had contracted 
an acquaintance with a young married lady; who, 
though her perſonal attractions were but ſlender, was, 
upon the whole, an agreeable, chearful, good-natured 
companion, with a little daſh of the coquette in her 
compolition. This woman being in very indigent cir- 
cumſtances, occaſioned by ſome loſſes her huſband had 
ſuſtained, no ſooner had an opportunity of ſeeing and 
converſing with my lover, than ſhe formed a deſign of 
making a conqueſt of him. I ſhould have forgiven her 
for this ſcheme, whatever pangs it might have coſt me, 
had I believed it the effect of real paſſion; but I knew 
her too well to ſuppoſe her heart was ſuſceptible of love, 
and accordingly reſented it. In the execution of her 
plan, ſhe neglected nothing which ſhe thought capable 
of engaging his attention. She took all opportunities 
of ſitting near him at table, ogled him in the moſt 
palpable manner, dire&ed her whole diſcourſe to him, 
trod upon his toes; nay, I believe, ſqueezed his hand. 
My blood boiled at her, though my pride, for ſome time, 
enabled me to conceal my uncaſineſs; till at length her 
behaviour became ſo arrogant and groſs, that I could 
no longer ſuppreſs my indignation, and one day told 
my lover, that I would immediately renounce his cor- 
reſpondence. | 

© He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected decla- 
ration; and when he underſtood the cauſe of it, aſſured 
me, that for the future he would never exchange one 
word with her. Satisfied with this mark of his fin. 
ccrity and regard, I releaſed him from this promiſe, 
22 which 
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which he could not poſſibly keep, while ſhe and J lived 
upon any terms; and we continued to vifit each other 
as uſual, though ſhe ſtill perſiſted in her endeavours to 
rival me in his affection, and contracted an intimacy 
with his companion, who ſeemed to entertain a paſſion 
for her, that ſhe might have the more frequent oppor- 
tunities of being among us; for the had no objection 
againſt favouring the addreſſes of both. One evening, 
I remember, we tet out in my coach tor the opera; and 
in the way, this inamorata was ſo buſy with her feet, 
that I was incenſed at her behaviour, and when we ar- 
rived at the place, refuſed to alight, but ſetting them 
down, declared my intention of returning home imme- 
diately, She was ſo much pleaſed with this intimation, 
that ſhe could not conceal the joy ſhe felt at the 
thoughts of converſing with him, uninterrupted by my 
preſence ; an opportunity with which I had never fa- 
voured her before. This open exultation ingreafed my 


anger and anxiety, I went home; but, being ſtill tor- 


tured with the reflection of having left them together, 
adjuſted myſelf in the glaſs, though I was too angry to 
take notice of my own figure, and without farther de- 
lay returned to the opera, 

© Having enquired for the box in which they ſat, I 
took poſiciſion of one that fronted them, and recon- 
ncitering them, without being perceived, had the ſatis- 
faction of ſecing him removed to as great a diſtance 
from her as the place would permit, and his head turn- 
el another way. Compoſed by this examination, I 
joined them 1-rchout farther ſcruple, when my young 
gentleman expreficd great joy at my appearance, and 
told me he was determined to have left the entertain- 
ment, and come in queſt of me, had J not returned at 
that mſtant. 

© In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 


uſual hints, and with her large hoop almoſt overthadow- 


ed my lover from my view: upon which my jealouſy 
and wrath recurred with ſuch violence, that J pulled 
the ſtring, as a ſignal for the coachman to ſtop, with a 
VIEW 
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view of getting out, and going home afoot; a ſtep 
which would have afforded a new ſpectacle to the peo- 
ple of Paris. But I reflected in a moment upon the 
folly of ſuch a reſolution, and ſoon recollected mytelt, 
by calling my pride to my aſſiſtance. I determined, 
however, that ſhe ſhould act no more ſcenes of this 
kind in my preſence, and that ſame night infiſted upon 
my lover's dropping all intercourſe and conneCtion 
with this tormentor! He very chearfully complied 
with my defire, and was even glad of an occaſion to 
break off his acquaintance with a perſon about whom I 
had plagued him ſo much, 

Thus was I freed from the perſecution of one of 
thoſe creatures, who, though of little conſequence in 
themſelves, are yet the peſts of ſociety, and find means 
to deſtroy that harmony which reigns between two 
lovers, by the intruſion of a looſe appetite, void of all 
ſenſibility and diſcretion: having no feeling themſelves, 
they cannot ſympathize with that of other people, and 
do miſchief out of mere wantonneſs. 

* My lover being obliged to go to England, had 
ſettled me in a genteel houſe in Paris, with a view of 
returning when his affairs ſhould be adjuſted ; but 
when the time of his departure approached, he began 
to be uneaſy at the proſpect of ſeparation, and in order 
to alleviate his anxiety, defired me to accompany him 
to Calais, where we ſtayed together three or four days, 
during which the dread of parting became more and 
more intenſe: ſo that we determined upon my follow- 
img him into England, by the firſt opportunity, where 
I ſhould live altogether incog. that I might be conceal- 
ed from the enquiries and attempts of my lord. Even 
after this reſolution was fixed, we parted with all the 
agonies of lovers who deſpair of ever meeting again 
and the wind blowing very high after he had embarked, 
increaſed my fears. But by the return of the packet- 
boat, I was bleſſed with the report of his being ſafe 
arrived in England, and had the ſatisfaction of peruſing 
his letters by every poſt, 

| My 
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«. My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were entirely employed in concerting ſome 
private method of conveying myſelf to him. As I 
would not truſt myſelf in the common packet, for fear 
of being diſcovered, after having revolved divers 
ſchemes, I determined to tranſport myſelf in one of 
the Dutch fiſnhing- boats, though I knew the paſſage 
would be hazardous; but, in a caſe of ſuch intereſting 
concern, I overlooked all danger and inconvenience, 
Before I put this reſolution in practice, I was ſo for- 
tunate as to meet with a ſmall Engliſh veſſel that ar- 
rived at Calais, with a priſoner of war, in which I em- 
barked with my companion and another lady, who 
lived with me for ſome time afterwards ; and when we 
came on board, diſcovered that the ſhip was no other 
than a light collier, and that her whole company 
amounted to no more than three men, Nevertheleſs, 
though the ſea was ſo rough, and the weather ſo un- 
promiſing, that no other boat would venture to put to 
{ea, we ſet ſail, and between two ſtorms, in about three 

hours arrived in ſafety in Dover, 

From hence my firſt companion went to her friends, 
in the ſtage- coach, while the other lady and I hired 
an open poſt-chaiſe, (though it ſnowed very hard) and 
without any accident performed our journey to Lon- 

don, where I met with my lover, who flew to my arms 

in all the tranſports of impatient joy; and, doubtleſs, I 
deſerved his affection, for the hardſhips, perils, and 
difficulties, I had undergone to be with — for 1 
never ſcrupled to undertake any thing practicable, in 
order to demonſtrate the ſincerity of what I profeſſed. 

In conſequence of our plan, I aſſumed a fictitious 
name, and never m— in publick, being fully 
ſatisfied and happy in the company and converſation 
of the man I loved; and when he went into the coun- 
try, contented myſelf with his correſpondence, which 
he punctually maintained, in a ſeries of letters equally 
ſenſible, ſincere, and affectionate. 

* Upon his return to town for the remainder of the 

h ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon, he devoted the greateſt part of his time to our 
mutual enjoyment; left me with reluctance, when he 
was called away by indiſpenſible buſineſs, and the civi- 
lity which was due to his acquaintance, and very ſel- 
dom went to any place of publick entertainment, be- 
cauſe I could not accompany and ſhare with him in the 
diverſion: nay, ſo much did J ingroſs his attention, 
that one evening, after he had been teazed into an agree- 
ment of meeting ſome friends at a play, he went thither 
preciſely at the appointed hour, and as they did not ar- 
rive punctually at the very minute, he returned to me 


* immediately, as much rejoiced at his eſcape as if he had | 
0 met with ſome ſignal deliverance. Nor was his con- 
70 ſtancy inferior to the ardour of his love: we went once a 
er together to a ball in the Hay Market, where, in the 0 
y midſt of a thouſand fine women, whoſe charms were g 
8, enhanced by the peculiarity of the dreſſes they wore, he | 
n- remained unſhaken, unſeduced, preſerving his attach - 0 
to ment for me, in ſpite of all temptation, 0 
ee © In the ſummer he provided me with a houſe in the 0 
neighbournood of his own; but the accommodations 0 
ls, being bad, and that country _— no other place | 
ed fit for my reſidence, he brought me home to his own 4 
nd ſeat, and by that ſtep raiſed an univerſal clamour, a 
n- though I ſaw no company, and led ſuch a ſolitary life, ö 
ms that nothing but exceſſive love could have ſupported , 
'® my ſpirits: not but that he gave me as much of his y 
ind time as he could poſſibly ſpare from the neceſſary ö 
r 1 duties of paying and receiving viſits, together with l 
, in the avocations of hunting, and other country amule- 
U. ments, which I could not partake. Formerly, indeed, 


ous I uſed to hunt an ſhoot, but I had left off both; fo 
ully WT that I was now reduced to the alternative of reading, 
tion and walking by myſelf; but, Lowe made up for all de- 
bun- fctencies to me, who think nothing elſe worth living for! 
ich Had I been bleſſed with a partner for life, who could 
have loved ſiucerely, and inſpired me with a mutual 

flame, I would hade aſked no more of Fate. Intereſt \ 
ad ambition have no ſhare in my compoſition 3 oY | 
chic | 
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 ewhich is pleaſure, or pleaſure, cobich is love, makes up 
the whole, A heart ſo diſpoſed cannot be devoid of other 
good qualities ; it muſt be ſubje& to the impreſſions of bu- 
manity and benevolence, and enemy to nothing but ſelf. 
This you will give me leave to affirm, in juſtice 
to myſelf; as I have frankly owned my failings and 
miſconduct. | 
© Towards the end of ſummer my heart was a little 
alarmed by a report that prevailed, of my lover's being 
actually engaged in a treaty of marriage: however, I 
gave little credit to this rumour, till J was obliged to 
go to town about buſineſs, and there I heard the ſame 
information confidently affirmed. Though I till con- 
ſidered it as a vague ſurmiſe, I wrote to him an account 
of what I had heard; and in his aniwer, which is {till 
in my poſſeſſion, he aſſured me with repeated vows and 
roteſtations, that the report was altogether falſe. Satis- 
fied with this declaration, I returned to his houte ; and 
t hough the tale was inceſſantly thundered in my ears, 


ſill believed it void of all foundation, till my ſuſpicion 


was awaked by a very inconſiderable circumſtance, 

© One day, on his return from hunting, I perceived 
he had a very fine pair of Dreſden ruffles on his ſhirt, 
which I could not ſuppoſe he would wear at ſuch a 
ruſtick exerciſe; and —— my fears immediately 
took the alarm. When J queſtioned him about this 
particular of his dreſs, his colour changed; and though 
he attempted to elude my ſuſpicion, by imputing it to 
a miſtake of his ſervant, I could not reſt ſatisfied with 
this account of the matter, but enquired into the truth 
with ſuch eagerneſs and penetration, that he could not 
deny he had been to make a viſit. By degrees, I even 
extorted from him a confeſſion, that he had engaged 
himſelf farther than he ought to have proceeded, with- 
out making me acquainted with his deſign, though he 
endeavoured to excuſe his conduct, and pacify my diſ- 
pleaſure, by ſaying that the affair would not be brought 
to bear for a great while, and perhaps might never 
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come to a determination; but he was in great confu- 
hon, indeed hardly knew what he ſaid, 

J would have quitted his houſe that moment, had 
not he, before-hand, obtained a promiſe that I would 
take no raſh reſolution of that kind, and put it out of 
my power to procure any method of conveyance by 
which I could make my retreat. I gave no vent to 
reproaches, and only upbraided him with his having 
permitted me to return in ignorance to the country, 
after I was once fairly gone; upon which he fwore, 
that he could not bear the thonghts of parting with 
me. This declaration was a myſtery at that time, but 
[ have been ſince fo fully ſatisfied of his reaſons for his 
conduct, that I heartily acquit him of all injuſtice to 
me. And, indeed, it is my ſincere opinion, that if 
ever young man deſerved to be happy, he is certainly 
entitled to that privilege ; and if I may be allowed to 
judge, has an heart ſuſceptible of the moſt refined en- 
joyment, | 

© The violenee of the grief and conſternation which 
I ſuffered from this ſtroke, having a little ſubſided, I 
deliberated with myſelf about the meaſures I ſhould 
take, and determined to leave his houſe ſome day when 
he ſhould be abroad. I was encouraged in this reſo- 
lution by the advice of our Scotch friend, who came 
about this time from London, on a viſit to his fellow- 
traveller : we thought ſuch an abrupt departure would 
be leſs ſhocking than to tay and take a formal leave of 
my lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a delicate frame, 
that after I told him I ſhould one day withdraw myſelf 
in his abſence, he never came home from the chace, or 
any other avocation, without trembling with appre- 
henfion that I had eſcaped, | 

After he had been ſome time accuſtomed to theſe 
fears by my previous intimation, I at length decamped 
in good earneſt, though my heart ached upon the oc- 
cation, becauſe I left him loving and beloved; for his 
affection was evident, notwithitanding the ſtep he had 
aken, by the advice and importunity of all his rela- 

tions, 
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tions, who laid a diſagreeable reftraint upon his incl. MW * 
nations, while they conſulted his intereſt in every other Wl ficic 
icular, the 


© While I halted in the next great town, until IH wii 
could be ſupplied with freſh horſes, I was viſited by.a e! 
entleman who had been formerly intimate with my WW ztte 
3 but a breach had happened in their friendſhip, W was 
and he now came to complain of the treatment he had WE and 
received. Perceiving that I was not in a humour to &1s, 
liſten to his ſtory, he ſhifted the converſation to my WM f. 
own, and obſerved, that I had been extremely ill- uſed. trea 
I told him that I was of a different opinion: that it ny 
was not only juſt, but expedient, that a young man of MW | i<1 
Mr. ———'s fertune ſhould think of making ſomeMl wit! 
alliance, to ſtrengthen and ſupport the intereſt of his prot 
family; and that J had nothing to accule him of bur our 
his letting me remain ſo long in ignorance of his in- 
tention. He then gave me to underſtand, that I was Letc 
ſtill ignorant of a great part of the ill uſage I had re- m 
ceived ; affirming, that while I lived in his houſe, he that 
had amuſed himſelf with all the common women in any 
that town, to ſome of whom this gentleman had per. upo 
ſonally introduced him. and 
At firſt, I could not believe this imputation ; but polc 
he ſupported his aſſertions with ſo many convincing vas 
circumſtances, that I could no longer doubt the truth 
of them; and I felt ſo much reſentment, that my love ab!) 
vaniſhed immediately into air. Inſtead of proceeding ſee 
in my journey to London, I went back a conſiderable crea 
way, and ſent a meſſage, deſiring to ſee him in a little mac 
houft, about mid-way between his own habitation anc 
the town from whence I came. He obeyed my ſum 
mons, and appeared at the place appointed, where I re 
proached him with great bitterne{s. He pleaded guilty 
to the charge, ſo far as acknowledging that he hac 
correſponded with other women lately, in order to gt 
the better of his affection for me, but the experimen upo 
had failed, and he found that he ſhould be for ever mi) inſu 
krable. did ma 
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I did not look upon this candid confeſſion as a ſuf- 
fcient atonement for his paſt diſſimulation; and, in 
the ſharpneſs of my revenge, demanded a ſettlement, 
which he peremptorily refuſed, ſo that, for the preſent, 
we held each other in the utmoſt contempt. Indeed I 
afterwards deſpiſed myſelf for my condeſcenſion, which 
was owing to the advice of my companion, ſupported 
md inflamed by the ſpirit of reſentment. Neverthe- 
lzis, he begged that I would return to his houſe, or 
ty all night where I was; but I was deat to his in- 
treaties, and after a great deal of ironical civility on 
my ſide, I took my leave, and went away; yet, before 
I {et out, I looked back, and ſaw him on horſeback, 
with ſuch an air of ſimplicity and truth, as called up a 
profound ſigh, notwithitanding all that had paſſed in 
our converiation. - 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in 
Leiceſter Fields, and aniwered a letter which I had 
ſome months before received from my lord, telling him 
that I would go home to him, without ſtipulating for 
any terms, to try what effect my confidence would have 
upon his generoſity. He readily embraced the offer, 
and tock a houſe in St. James's Street, where I pro- 
poſed to comply with his humour in every thing that 
was conſiſtent with my own peace and tranquillity. 

© Meanwhile, my lover paſſed his time very — 
ably in the country, with his friend, of whom (it 
ſcems) he had conceived ſome jealouſy, which was in- 
creaſed by a letter I wrote to that gentleman, till he was 
made acquainted with the contents, which he read over 
forty times: and then his paſſion breaking out with 
more violence than ever, he not only expreſſed his feel- 


ing, in an epiſtle which I immediately received, but 


when he came to town, ſuffered ſuch agonies of deſpair 

as I had never ſeen before, except in Lord B——, It 

was then in my power to have taken ample revenge 

upon him, as well as upon my infolent rival, who had 

inſiſted upon my leaving his houſe, in a very abrupt 

manner, though he abſolutely refuſed to gratify her 
, h malice ; 
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malice: for he was now diſpoſed to do any thing for 
my ſatisfactton: but I knew his worth, and had tog 
much regard for his reputation to adviſe him to act in- 
conſiſtent with his honour. 

About this time, many tender meetings and ſor. 
rowful partings happened between us, till the marriage 
| knot was tied, when he ſent me a bank-note for a thou- 
ſand pounds, by way of ſpecimen (as he called it) of 
his friendſhip, and of what he would do for me, ſhould 
I ever want his aſſiſtance. This mark of his genero- 
ſity I received in a moſt tender billet, which I ſhall ne- 
ver part with, together with his picture ſet in dia- 
monds. 

I now employed my thoughts in keeping meaſures 
with my lord; we lay in the ſame apartment, and for 
the firſt four or five months I neither dined or ſupped 
abroad above twice, and then he knew where I was, 
and approved of my company. But all this compla- 
cency and circumſpection had no effect upon his tem- 
per, which remained as capricious and diſſatisfied as 
ever. Nay, to ſuch a provoking degree did this un- 
happy humour prevail, that one day, in the preſence of 
his lawyer, he harangued upon my miſconduct ſince 
our laſt re- union, and very freely affirmed, that every 
ſtep J had taken was diametrically oppoſite to his will. 

© Conſcious of the pains I had been at to pleaſe him. 
I was fo incenſed at theſe unjuſt inveRives, that ſtart- 
ing up, I told him he was a little dirty fellow; and 
would have left the houſe immediately, had not his 
lawyer and others, who were in the next room, inter- 

poſed, and by dint of argument and importunity di- 
verted me from my purpoſe. By the bye, I have been 

informed by a perſon of rank, that my lord diſcovered 

exactly the ſame diſpoſition in his father's life-time, 
and only changes the ſubject of his complaint from the 
word father to that of auife. Indeed, he takes all 
opportunities of plaguing my dear parent, as he has 
juſt ſagacity enough to know, that this is the moſt ef- 
fectual way he can take to diſtreſs me 

| | After 
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After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes of 
making him happy, or of finding myſelf eaſy in my 
ſituation; and live with him at preſent to avoid a 
greater inconvenience. Not that his ill- nature is all 
the grievance of which I complain: excluſive of the 
perſonal diſguſt I entertain for him, his folly is of that 
ſpecies which diſobliges rather than diverts, and his 
vanity and affectation altogether intolerable; for he 
actually believes himſelf, or at leaſt would impoſe him- 
ſelf upon mankind, as a pattern in gallantry and taſte; 
and, in point of buſineſs, a perſon of infinite ſagacity 
and penetration; but the molt ridiculous part of his 
character is his pretended talent for politicks, in which 
he ſo deeply concerns himſelf, that he has diſmiſſed 
nany a good ſervant becauſe he ſuſpected him of hav- 
ing wrong connections; a theme upon which he has 
often quarrelled with me, even almoſt to parting, ac- 
cuſing me with holding correſpondence with the Earls 
of B-— and C „and Mr. H. V „though I 
never had the leaſt acquaintance with any of theſe gen- 
tlemen, except the Earl of C , to whom'I have not 
ſpoken for theſe ten years — | 

© In ſhort, I have often been at a loſs to know, whe- 
ther he was more mad or malicious in thole fits of en- 
thuſiaſm, wherein he ſeemed tranſported with zeal for 
the commonwealth, and tormented me with his admo- 
nitions, out of all temper and patience, At length, 
however, I contrived an expedient which freed me from 
theſe troubleſome expoſtulations, and ſilenced him ef- 
fectually on the ſcore of politicks. This was no other 
than an open avowal of being connected with all thoſe 
people whom J have named. Indeed, I knew him too 
well to believe there was any thing ſolid in his inten- 
tion or profeſons, even when he carried himſelf fo far 
as to demand a private audience with the king, in order 
to communicate a ſcheme for ſuppreſſing the rebellion ; 
and that being denied, folicited the Duke of D 's 
tereſt for permiſſion to raiſe and head a regiment of 
Kentiſh ſmugglers ; nay, to ſuch a pitch did his ley- 

Vol. III. 5 alty 
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| alty foar, that he purchaſed a firelock of particular 
mechaniſin, calculated for the ſafety of the bearer, in 
cafe he had been placed centinel at his majeſty's door; 
and kept his horſes ready capariſoned, with a view of 
attending his ſovereign to the field. Notwithſtanding 
all theſe pompous preparations, had he been put to the 
proof, he would have infallibly crept out of his engage- 
ment, through ſome ſneaking evaſion, his imagination 
being very fertile in ſuch ſaving pretences. Yet he 
will talk ſometimes ſo fervently, and even ſenſibly, on 
the ſubject, that a ſtranger would miſtake him tor a 
man of underſtanding, and determined zeal for the good 
of his country. | 

Since my laſt return to his houſe, that act of par- 
liament paſſed, by which he was enabled to pay his 
debts, and among the reft, a thouſand pounds of my 
contracting, the only burden of that kind I ever in- 
tailed upon him, excluſive of my pin-money, which 
was never regularly paid; nor would he have been 
f1bje& to this, had he not, by his perſecution and pur- 
ſuit, expoſed me to an extraordinary expence. I have 
allo had it in my power to reward ſome of my faithful 
Abigails ; in particular, to relieve from extreme diſ- 
tre(s that maid to whom (as JI have already obferved) 
Lord B—— granted an annuity, which ſhe had fold: 
ſo that ſhe was reduced to the molt abjec poverty, and 
F found her ina diimal hole, with two infants periſhing 
for want; a ſpettacle which drew tears from my eyes, 
and indeed could not but make deep impreſſion upon a 
heart like mine, which the miſery of my fellow crea- 
tures never failed to melt. | 

Nor did I uyon this occahon forget the attachment 
and fidelity of my other woman Mrs. 8 „who hear- 
ing I was robbed in my paſſage through Flanders, had 
gencroully relinquiſhed the allowance I had ſettled up- 
on her at parting. The exerciſe of ſuch acts of hu- 
manity and benevolence, and the pleaſure of ſeeing my 
dear and tender parent often, in ſome meaſure alleviate 
the chagrin to wich I am ſubject, from the * 
able 
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able diſpoſition of my lord, who, conſiſtent with his 
former inconſiſtency, upon our laſt reconciliation chear- 
fully agreed to a propoſal I made of having concerts in 
the houſe, arid even approved of the ſcheme with marks 
of particular ſatisfaction: but before one halt of the 
winter was expired, he found means to baniſh all the 
company, beginning with Lord R B - who 
as he walked up ftairs one evening, was ſtopped by a 
footman, who plainly told him he had orders to ſa; 
to him in particular, that his lordſliip was not at home; 
yet, the very next day, perceiving that nobleman and 
me walking together in the Park, he joined us with an 
air of alacrity, as if no ſuch thing had happened; and 
even behaved to Lord R with the moſt fawning 
complaiſance. His deportment was equally abſurd 
and impertinent to the reſt of his friends, who forſook 
us gradually, being tired of maintaining any friendly 
communication with ſuch a diſagreeable compoſition 
of ignorance and arrogance. For my own part, I look 
upon him as utterly incorrigible; and as fate hath 
ſubjected me to his power, endeavour to make the bit- 
ter draught go down, by detaching myſelf as much as 
poſſible, from the ſuppoſition that there is any ſuch ex- 
iſtence upon earth. Indeed, if I had not fatal experi- 
ence of the contrary, I ſhould be apt to believe that 
ſuch a character is not to be found among the ſons of 
men; becauſe his conduct is altogether unaccountable 
by the known rules and maxims of life, and falls en- 
tirely under the poet's obſervation, when he ſays— 


© Tis true, nd meaning puzzles more than wit,” 


Her ladyſhip having thus concluded her ſtory, to the 
entertamment of the company, and the admiration of 
Peregrine, who expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the variety 
of adventures ſhe had undergone, which was ſuch as he 
thought ſufficient to deſtroy the moſt hardy and robuſt 
conſtitution, and therefore infinitely more than enough 
to overwhelm one of her delicate frame; one of the 
gentlemen preſent roundly taxed her with want of can- 
R 3 dour, 
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dour, in ſuppreſſing ſome circumſtances of her life, 


which he thought eſſential in the conſideration of her 
character. a 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which had 
an evident effect upon the countenances of the whole 
audience, when the accuſer procceded to explain his im- 
putation, by obſerving, that, in the courſe of her nar- 
ration, ſhe had omitted to mention a thouſand acts of 
uncommon charity, of which he himſelf knew her to be 
guilty ; and that ſhe had concealed a great many ad- 
vantageous propoſals of marriage, which fhe might 
have accepted before ſhe was engaged, 

The company were agreeably undeceived by this ex- 
planation ; which her ladyſhip acknowledged in very 
polite terms, as a compliment equally genteel and un- 
expected: and our hero, after having teſtified the ſenſe 
he had of her complaiſance and condeſcenſion, in re- 
galing him with a mark of her confidence and eſteem, 
took his leave, and went home in a {tate of confuſion 
and perplexity ; for, from the circumſtances of the tale 
he had heard, he plainly perceived that her ladyſhip's 
heart was too delicate to receive ſuch incenſe, as he, in 
the capacity of an admirer, could at preſent pay; be- 
cauſe, though he had in ſome meaſure abridged the 
empire of Emilia in his own breaſt, it was not in his 
power to reſtrain it ſo effectually, but that it would in- 


terfere with any other ſovereign whom his thoughts 


ſhould adopt; and, unleſs Lady —— could engro!s his 
whole love, time, and attention, he foreſaw that it 
would be impoſfible for him to ſupport the paſſion 
which he might have the good fortune to inſpire. He 


was, moreover, deterred from declaring his love, by the 


fate of her former admirers, who ſeemed to have been 
wound up to a degree of enthuſiaſm, that looked more 
like the effect of enchantment, than the in{piration of 
human attractions; an extaſy of paſſion which he durſt 
not venture to undergo. He therefore reſolved to com- 
bat with the impreſſions he had already received, and, 
if poſſible, cultivate her friendſhip without A'S”. 
| el 
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ber affection: but, before he could fix upon this deter- 


mination; he defired to know the footing on- which he 
Rood in her opinion; and by the intelligence of Crab- 
tree, obtained in the uſual manner, underſtood that her 
ſentiments of him were very favourable, though with- 
out the leaſt tincture of love. He would have been 


tranſported with joy, had her thoughts of him been of 


a more tender texture; though his reaſon was better 
pleaſed with the intormacion he received: in confe- 


quence of which he muſtered up the ideas of his firſt 


paſſion, and ſet them in oppoſition to thofe of this new 

and dangerous attachment; by which means he kept 

the balance in equilibrio, and his boſom tolerably quiet. 
CHAT: 

He perſuades Cadwollader to aſſume the Character of a 
Magician, in whi h he acquires a great Share of Re- 
putation, by his Reſponſes-to three Females of Diftinc- 
tion, who ſeweratlly conſult the Reſearches of his Art. 

TS heart being thus, as it were, ſuſpended between 
two objects, that leſſened the force of each other's 
attraction, he took this opportunity of enjoying fome 
reſpite, and for the preſent detached his ſentiments from 
both; reſolving to indulge him{clf in the exerciſe of 
that practical ſatire, which was ſo agreeable and pecu- 
liar to his diſpoſition. In this laudable determination he 
was confirmed by therepeated ſuggeſtions of his friend 

Cadwallader, who taxed him with letting his talents 

ruſt in indolence, and ſtimulated his natural vivacity, 

with a ſucceſſion of freſh diſcoveries in the world of 
ſcandal, : | 
«© Peregrine was now ſeized with a ſtrange whim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cadwallader, 
it in a moment acquired his approbation, This no- 
tion he imparted in a propoſal, to ſubject the town to 
their ridicule, by giving reſponſes in the character ofa 
profeſſed conjuror, to be perſonated by the old mitan- 
thrope, whoſe aſpc& was extremely well calculated for 
the purpoſe. The plan was immediately adjuſted in 
all its parts; an apartment hircd in a houſe accommo- 
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dour, in ſuppreſſing ſome circumſtances of her life, 


which he thought eſſential in the conſideration of her 
character. : 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which had 
an evident effect upon the countenances of the whole 
audience, when the accuſer procceded to explain his im- 
putation, by obſerving, that, in the courſe of her nar- 
ration, ſhe had omitted to mention a thouſand acts of 
uncommon charity, of which he himſelf knew her to be 
guilty ; and that ſhe had concealed a great many ad- 
vantageous propoſals of marriage, which fhe might 
have accepted before ſhe was engaged. 


The company were agreeably undeceived by this ex · 


planation; which her ladyſhip acknowledged in very 
| Polite terms, as a compliment equally genteel and un- 
expected: and our hero, after having teſtified the ſenſe 
he had of her complaiſance and condeſcenſion, in re- 
galing him with a mark of her confidence and eſteem, 
took his leave, and went home in a {tate of confuſion 
and perplexity; for, from the circumſtances of the tale 
he had heard, he plainly perceived that her ladyſhip's 
heart was too delicate to receive ſuch incenſe, as he, in 
the capacity of an admirer, could at preſent pay; be- 
cauſe, though he had in ſome meaſure abridged the 
empire of Emilia in his own breaſt, it was not in his 
power to reſtrain it ſo effectually, but that it would in- 
terfere with any other ſovereign whom his thoughts 
ſhould adopt; and, unleſs Lady —— could engro!s his 
whole love, time, and attention, he foreſaw that it 
would be impoſfible for him to ſupport the paſſion 
which he might have the good fortune to inſpire. He 
was, moreover, deterred from declaring his love, by the 
fate of her former admirers, who ſeemed to have been 
wound up to a degree of enthuſiaſm, that looked more 
like the effect of enchantment, than the inſpiration of 
human attractions; an extaſy of paſſion which he durſt 
not venture to undergo. He therefore reſolved to com- 
bat with the impreſſions he had already received, and, 
if poſſible, cultivate her friendſhip without ä 
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her affection: but, before he could fix upon this deter- 
mination; he deſired to know the footing on which he 
Rood in her opinion; and by the intelligence of Crab- 
trec, obtained in the uſual manner, underſtood that her 
ſentiments of him were very favourable, though with- 
out the leaſt tinfture of love. He would have been 
tranſported with joy, had her thoughts of him been of 
a more tender texture; though his reaſon was better 
pleaſed with the information he received: in confe- 
quence of which he muttered up the ideas of his firſt 
paſhon, and ſet them in oppoſition to thoſe of this new 
and dangerous attachment; by which means he kept 
the balance in equilibrio, and his boſom tolerably quiet. 
CHA EF. ©. | 
He perſuades Cadwoallader to aſſume the Character of a 
Magician, in whi h he acquires a great Share of Re- 
putation, by his Reſponſes to three Females of Diſtinc- 
tion, who ſeweraliy confult the Reſearches of his Art. 
IS heart being thus, as it were, ſuſpended between 
two objects, that leſſened the force of each other's 
attraction, he took this opportunity of enjoying ſome 
reſpite, and for the preſent detached his ſentiments from 
both; reſolving to indulge himſelf in the exerciſe of 
that practical ſatire, which was ſo agreeable and pecu- 
liar to his diſpoſition. In this laudable determination he 
was confirmed by the repeated ſuggeſtions of his friend 
Cadwallader, who taxed him with letting his talents 
ruſt in indolence, and ſtimulated his natural vivacity, 
with a ſucceſſion of trcſh diſcoveries in the world of 
ſcandal. | 
© Peregrine was now ſeized with a ſtrange whim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cadwallader, 
it in a moment acquired his approbation, This no- 
tion he imparted in a propoſal, to ſubject the town to 
their ridicule, by giving reſponſes in the character ofa 
profeſſed conjuror, to be perſonated by the old miſan- 
thrope, whoſe aſpc& was extremely well calculated for 
the purpoſe, The plan was immediately adjuſted in 
all its parts; an apartment hired in a houſe accommo- 
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dated with a publick ſtair, fo that people might have 
free ingreſs and egreſs, without being expoſed to obſer- 
vation; and this tenement being furniſhed with the 
apparatus of a magician, ſuch as globes, teleſcopes, a 
magic-lanthorn, a ſkeleton, a dried monkey, together 
with the ſkins of an alligator, otter, and ſnake, the 
conjuror himſelf took poſſeſſion of his caſtle, after hav- 
ing diftribnted printed advertiſements, containing the 
particulars of his undertaking. | 

© Theſe bills ſoon operated according to the wiſh of 
the projectors. As the price of the oracle was fixed 
at half a guinea, the publick naturally concluded that 
the author was no common fortune-teller ; and the very 
next day, Peregrine found ſome ladies of his quality ac- 
quaintance, infected with the deſire of making an expe- 
riment upon the {kill of this new conjuror, who pretend- 
ed to be juſt arrived from the Mogul's empire, where 
he had learned the art from a Brachman philoſopher, 
Our young gentleman affected to talk of the pretenſions 
of this ſage with ridicule and contempt, and with ſeem- 
ing reluctance undertook to attend them to his apart- 
ment, obſerving that it would be a very eaſy matter to 
detect the feilow's ignorance, and no more than com- 
mon juſtice to chaſtiſe him for his preſumption, 
Though he could eaſily perceive a great fund of credu- 
lity in the company, they affected to eſpouſe his opinion, 
and under the notion of a frolick, agreed, that one par- 
ticulr lady ſhould endeavour to baffle his art, by ap- 
pearing before him in the dreſs of her woman, who 
ſhould at the fame time perſonate her miſtreſs, and be 
treated as ſuch by our adventurer, who promiſed to 
ſquire them to the place, Theſe mealures being con- 
certed, and the appointment fixed for the next audicnce- 
day, Peregrine furniſhed his friend with the neceſſury 
information; and when the hour of aſſignation arrived, 
conducted his charge to this oraculous ſcer. 

They were admitted by our hero's valet de chambre, 
whoſe viſage being naturally meagre and fwarthy, was 
adorned with artificial whiſkers ; fo that he became the 
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Perſian dreſs which he wore, and ſeemed a very proper 
maſter of the ceremonies to an oriental necromancer. 
Having croſſed his arms upon his breaſt, with an incli- 
nation of the head, he ſtalked in ſolemn ſilence before 
them into the penetralia of the temple, where they 
found the conjuror fitting at a table, provided with pen, 
ink, and paper, divers books, and Ae 1a, 
ments, and a long white wand lying acroſs the whole. 
He was habitcd in a black gown and tur-cap: his 
countenance, over and above a double proportion of 
philoſophick gravity, which he had aſſumed for the oc- 
caſion, was improved by a thick beard, white as ſnow, 
that reached to his middle; upon each ſhoulder fat a 
prodigious large black cat, which had been tutored for 
the purpoſe. . 

Such a figure, which would have ſtartled Peregrine 
himſelf, had not he been concerned in the myſtery, could 
not fail to make an impreſſion upon thoſe whom he ac- 
companied. The fictitious chambermaid, in ſpite of 
all her natural pertneſs and vivacity, changed colour 
when ſhe entered the room, while the pretended lady, 
whoſe intellects were not quite fo enlightened, began 
to tremble in every joint, and ejaculate petitions to 
Heaven for her ſafety. Their conductor advancing to 
the table, preſented his offering, and pointing to the 
maid, told him that lady defired to know what would 
be her deſtiny in point of marriage. The philoſopher, 
without lifting up his eyes to view the perion in whoſe 
behalf he was conſuited, turned his ear to one ct the 
ſable familiars that purred upon his ſhoulder, and tak- 
ing up the pen, wrote upon a detached flip of paper 
theſe words, which Peregrine, at the defire of the la- 
dics, repeated aloud, * Her deſtiny will, in a great 
meaſure, depend upon what happened to her about nine 
o'clock in the morning, on the third day of laſt De- 
ccmber,” : 

This ſentence was no ſooner pronounced, than the 
counterfeit lady ſcreamed, and rin cut into the anti- 
chamber, exclaiming—“ Chriſt have mercy upen us! 

dure 
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Sure he is the devil incarnate!' Her miſtreſs, who 
followed her with great conſternation, inſiſted upon 
knowing the tranſaction to which the reſponſe alluded ; 
and Mrs. Abigail, after ſome recollection, gave her to 
underſtand that ſhe had an admirer, who, on that very 
hour and day mentioned by the cunning man, had ad- 
droſſed himſelf to her in a ſerious propoſal of marriage, 
This explanation, however, was more ingenious than 
candid ; for the admirer was no other than the identical 
Mr. Pickle himſelf, who was a mere dragon among 
the. chambermaids, and in his previous information 
communicated to his aſſociate, had given an account 
of this aſſignation, with which he had been favoured by 
the damſel in queſtion. ; 

Our hero ſeeing his company very much affected 
with this circumſtance of the wizard's art, which had 
almoſt frighted both miſtreſs and maid into hytterick 
fits, pretended to laugh them out of their fears, by ob- 
ſerving, that there was nothing extraordinary in this 
inſtance of his knowledge, which might have been ac- 
quired by ſome of thole ſecret emiſſaries whom fuch 
impoſtors are obliged to employ for intelligence, or im- 
parted by the lover himſelf, who had perhaps come to 
conſult him about the ſucceſs of his a nour. Encour- 
aged by this obſervation, or rather prompted by an in- 
ſatiable curioſity, which was proof againſt all torts of 
apprehenſion, the diſguiſed lady returned to the magi- 
cian's own apartment, and aſſuming the air of a pert 
chambermaid—* Mr, Conjuror,* ſaid ſhe, © now you 
have ſatisfied my miſtreſs, will you be fo good as to tell 
me, if ever I ſhall be married?“ The ſage, without the 
leaſt heſitation, favoured her with an an{wer in the fol- 
lowing words. * You cannot be married before you 
are a widow; and whether or not that will ever be the 
caſe, is a queſtion which my art cannot reſolve, be- 
cauſe my foreknowledge excecds not the term of thirty 

ears,” 

This reply, which at once cut her off from the plea- 

ſing proſpect of ſceing herſelf independent in the enjoy- 
ment 
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ment of youth and fortune, in a moment clouded her 
aſpect; all her good-humour was overcaſt, and ſlie 
went away, without farthtr enquiry, muttering, in the 
rancour of her chagrin, that he was a ſilly impertinent 
fellow, and a mere quack in his profeſſion. Notwith- 
ftanding the prejudice of this reſentment, her convic- 
tion ſoon recurred z and when the report of his anſwers 
was made to thoſe confederates by whom ſhe had been 
deputed to make trial of his ſkill, they were univerſally 
perſuaded that his art was altogether ſupernatural, 
though each affected to treat it with contempt, reſolv- 
ing, in her own breaſt, to have recourle to him in 
private. | 

In the mean time, the maid, though laid under the 
moſt peremptory injunctions of ſecreſy, was ſo full of 
the circumſtance which related to her own conduct, 
that ſhe extolled his preſcience, in whiſpers to all her 
acquaintance, aſſuring them, that he had told her all 
the particulars of her life; ſo that his fame was almoſt 
inſtantaneouſly conveyed through a thouſand different 
channels, to all parts of the town; and the very next 
time he aſſumed the chair, his doors were beſieged by 
curious people of all ſects and denominations. | 

Being an old practitioner in this art, Cadwallader 
knew it would be impoſſible for him to ſupport his re- 
putation in the promiſcuous exerciſe of fortune-tcling, 
becauſe every perſon that ſhould come to conſult him 
would expect a ſample of his ikill, relating to things 
paſt; and it could not be ſuppoſed that he was ac- 
quainted with the private concerns of every individual 
who might apply to him for that purpoſe : he therefore 
ordered his gminifter, whom he diftinguiſhed by the 
manded entrance, that his price was half a guinea z and 
that all ſuch as were not ditpoſed to gratity him with 


name of Hadgi Rourk, to ſigniſy to all thoſe who de- 


that conſideration, would do well to leave the paſſage 


free for the reſt, 

This declaration ſucceeded to his wiſh z for this con- 
gregation conſiſted chiefly of footnien, chambermaids, 
apprentices, 
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202 PEREGRINE FICKLE. 
apprentices, and the lower claſs of tradeſmen, who 
couid not aſford to purchaſe preſcience at ſuch a priee 
ſo that, after truitleſs offers of ſhillings and half crowns, 
they dropped off one by one, and left the field open tor 
cuſtomers of an higher rank. 

Tac ſirſt perſon of this ſpecies who appeared was 
dreſſed like the wife of a ſubſtantial tradeiman; but this 
diſguiſe could not ſcreen her from the penetration of the 
conjuror; who at firſt fight knew her to be one of the 
ladies of whoſe coming he had been apprized by Pere- 
grine, on the ſuppoſition that their curioſity was ra- 
ther inflamed than allayed by the intelligence they had 
received from his firſt client. This lady approached 


the philoſopher with that intrepidity of countenance ſo 


conſpicuous in matrons of her dignified ſphere, and in 
a ſoit voice, alked with a ſimper, of what complexion 
her next child would be? The necromancer, who was 
perfectly well acquainted with her private hiſtory, forth- 
with delivered his reſponſe in the following queſtion, 
written in the uſual form“ How long has Pompey the 
black been diſmiſſed from your ladyſhip's ſervice?” 
Endued as ſhe was with a great ſhareof that fortitude 
which is diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of effrontery, 
her face exhibited ſome ſigns of ſhame and contuſion at 
the receipt of this oracular interrogation, by which 
ſhe was convinced of his extraordinary intelligence; and 
accoſting him in a very ſerious tone Doctor, ſaid 
ſhe, © I perceive you are a perſon of great abilities in 
the art you profeſs ; and therefore, without pretending 
to diſſemble, I, will own you have touched the true 
ſtring of my apprehenſions. I am periuaded I need not 
be more particular in my enquiries. Here is a purſe of 
money; take it, and deliver me from a molt alarming 
and unealy ſuſpenſe.“ So ſaying, ſhe depoſited her of- 


fering upon the table, and waited for his anſwer with a 


face of fearſul expetation, while he was employed in 
writing this ſentence for her peruſal -“ Though I tee 
into the womb of time, the proſpect is not perfectly diſ- 


tint ; the ſeeds of future events lic mingled and con- 


fuſed: 
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fuſed: ſo that J am under the neceſſity of aſſiſting my 


divination in lome caſes, by analogy and human intel- 
ligence; and cannot poſhbly ſatisfy your preſent doubts, 
unleſs you will condeſcend to make me pr.vy to all thoſe 
occurrences which you think might have intertered with 
the cauſe of your apprehenſion.” | 

The lady having read the declaration, affected a 
{mall emotion of ſhyneſs and repugnance, and ſeating 
herſelf upon a ſettee, after having cautiouſly informed 
herſelf of the privacy of the apartment, gave ſuch a de- 
tail of the ſucceſſion of her lovers, as amazed while it 
entertained the necromancer, as well as his friend 
Pickle, who from a cloſet, in which he had concealed 
himtelt, over-heard every ſyllable of her conteſſion. 
Cadwallader liſtened to her ſtory with a look of infinite 
importance and ſagacity; and after a ſhort pauſe told 
her, that he would not pretend to give a categorical an- 
iwer, until he ſhould have deliberated maturely upon 
the various circumſtances of the affair; but if ſhe would 
take the trouble of honouring him with another viſit on 
his next publick day, he hoped he ſhould be able to give 
her full {atisfaction. Conſcious of the importance of 
her doubts, ſhe could not help commending his caution, 
and took her leave, with a promiſe of returning at the 
appointed time: then the conjuror being joined by his 
aflociate, they gave a looſe to their mirth, which having 
indulged, they began to concert meaſures for inflicting 
tome diſgraceful puniſhment on the ſhameleſs and inſa- 
tiate termagant who had fo impudently avowed her own 
proſtitution. 5 

They were interrupted, however, in their confer- 
ence, by the arrival of a new gueit, who being an- 
nounced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to his lurking 
place, and Cadwallader re{umed his myſterious ap- 
pearance. This new client, though ſhe hid her face in 
a maſk, could not conceal herſelf from the knowledge 


of the conjuror, who by her voice recognized her to be 


an unmarried lady of his own acquaintance. She had, 
within a mall compals of time, made her ſelf . 
able 
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204 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
able for two adventures, which had not at all ſucceeds 
ed to her expectation: being very much addicted to play, 
ſhe had, at a certain rout, indulged that paſſion to ſuch 
excels, as not only got the better of her juſtice, but al- 
ſo of her circumſpection; ſo that ſhe was unfortunately 
detected in her endeavours to appropriate to herlelf 
what was not lawfully her due. This ſmall flip was 
attended with another indiſcretion, which had likewiſe 
an unlucky effect upon her reputation. She had been 


favoured with the addreſſes of one of thoſe hopeful heirs, 


who ſwarm and ſwagger about town under the deno- 
mination of Bucks; and in the confidence of his honour 
conſented to be one of a partie that made an excurſion as 
tar as Windſor, thinking herſelf ſecured from ſcandal 
by the company of another young lady, who had alſo 
condeicended to truſt her perſon to the protection of her 
admirer, The two gallants, in the courſe of this ex- 

edition, were ſaid to uſe the moſt perfidious means to 
intoxicate the paſſions of their miſtreſſes, by mixing 
drugs with their wife, which inflamed their conſtitu- 
tions to ſuch a degree, that they fell an eaſy ſacrifice to 
the appetites of their conductors, who, upon their re- 
turn to town, were fo baſe and inhuman as to boatt 
among their companions of the —_— they had at- 
chieved. Thus the ftdry was circulated, with a thou- 
ſand additional circumſtances, to the prejudice of the 
ſufferers, one of whom had thought proper to withdraw 
into the country, until the ſcandal raiſed at her expence 
ſhould ſubſide; while the other, who was not fo eaſily 
put out of countenance, reſolved to out- face the report, 
as à treacherous aſperſion, invented by her lover as an 
excuſe for his own inconſtancy; and actually appeared 
in publick, as uſual, till ſhe found herſelf neglected by 
the greateſt part of her acquaintance. 

In conſequence of this diſgrace, which ſhe knew not 
whether to impute to the card affair, or to the laſt faux 
pas ſhe had committed, ſhe now came to conſult the 
conjuror, and ſignified her errand, by aſking whether 
the cauſe of her preſent diſquiet was of the town or the 

country, 
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country. Cadwallader at once perceiving her alluſion, 


an{wered her queſtion in theſe terms“ This honeſt 
world will torgive a young gameſter tor indiſeretion at 
play, but a tavour granted to a babbling coxcomb 1s 
an unpardonable offence.” This reſponſe ſhe received 


with equal aſtoniſhment and chagrin : and, fully con- 


vinced of the necromancer's omniſcience, implored his 


advice touching the retrieval of her reputation: upon 


which he countclled her to wed with the firſt opportu- 
nity. She ſeemed fo well pleaſed with his admonition, 
that ſhe gratified him with a double fee, and dropping a 
low curtſey, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it high time to filence 
the oracle for the day; and Hadgi was accordingly or- 
dered to exclude all comers, while Peregrine and his 
friend renewed the deliberations which had been inter- 
rupted, and ſettled a plan of operations for the next oc- 
cation z meanwhile it was reſolved, that Hadgi ſhould 
not only exe. ci his own talents, but allo employ in- 
ferior agents, in procuring general intelligence for the 
tupport of their ichemes; that the expence of this mi- 
nütry ſhould be detrayed from the profits of their pro- 
feſlions, and the remainder be diitributed to poor fami- 


lies in diſtreſs. — 
Peregrine and his Friend Cudæudliader proceed in the ex- 


* 


erciſe of the Myjiery of Fortune-1elling, in the Courſe 
ef wvhich they atebiea various Adventures. 
2 PHESE preliminaries being adjuſted, our hero forth- 
with repaired to a card atiembly, which was fre- 
quente by iome of the matt notable goſſips in town, 
and having-arttuily turned” the ccnveriation upon the 
fabiect of the fortune teller, whoſe talents he pretend- 
ca to ridicule, incenſed their itch of knowing ſecrets 
to uch a degree of impatience, that their curioſity be- 
came flagrant, and he took it tor granted, that all or 
tome of them weuldi vitit Albumazar on his very firſt 
vilting-day, Walle Peregrine was thus engaged, this 
all>ciate made his appearance in another Convocation 
Vol. III. 8 of 
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206 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

of taſhionable people, where he 100n had the pleafure of 
hearing the conjuror brought upon the carpet by a 
elderly gentlewoman, remarkable for her inquilitive 
difpotition, who addreſſing herlelf to Cadwallader, 
aſked, by the help of the finger-alphabet, if he knew 
any thing of the magician that made iuch a noiſe in 
town. The mifanthrope anſwered as uſual, in a ſurly 
tone—* By your queſtion, you muſt either take me fer 
a pimp or an idiot, What, in the name of nonſenſe, 
ſhould I know of ſuch a raical, unleſs I were to court 
his acquaintance with a view to feaſt my own fpleen, 
in ſeeing him toc] the whole nation cut of their money! 
Though, I ſuppoſe, his chief profits arite trom his 
practice, in quality of pander. All tortune-tellers are 
bawds, and for that reaſon are ſo much followed by 
people of faſhion. This fellow, I warrant, has got 
ſundry convenient apartments for the benefit of pro- 
creation; for it is not to be ſuppoſed that thoſe who vi- 
{it him on the pretence of contulting his ſupernatural 
art, can be ſuch fools, ſuch drivellers, as to believe 
that he can actually prognoſticate future events. 

The company, according to his expectation, imput- 
ed his remarks to the rancdur of his diſpoſition, which 
could not bear to think that any perſon upon earth was 
wiſer than ee and his ears were regaled with a 
thouſand initances of the conjuror's wonderful, pre- 
icience, for which he was altogether indebted to fiction. 
Some of thete ſpecimens being communicated to hun 
by way of appeal to his opinion They are, ſaid he, 
mere phantoms of ignorance and ercdulity, {wellcd up 
in the repetition, like thote unſubſtantial bubbles which 
the boys blow up in ſvap-iuds with a tubacco-pipes 
And this will ever be the calc in the propagation ot all 
extraordinary intelligence: the imagination naturally 
magnthes every object that falls under it's cognizance, 
eſpecially tlioſe that concern the pailions of tear and ad- 
miration; and when the occurrence comes to be re- 
hear ſed, the vanity of the relater exazocrates every cir- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 207 _ 
communication. Thus an incident which is but bare- 
ly uncommon, often gains ſuch acceſſion in it's pro- 
greſs through the fancies and mouths of thoſe who re- 


preſent it, that the original fact cannot poſſibly be dil- 


tinguiſned. This obſervation might be proved and 
illuſtrated by a thouſand undeniable examples, out of 
which I ſhall only ſelect one inſtance, for the entertain- 
ment and edification of the company. A very honeſt 
gentleman, remarkable for the gravity of his deport- 
ment, was one day in a certain coffee-houte accoſted by 
one ef his particular friends; who, taking him by the 
hand, expreſſ d uncommon fatisfaction in ſeeing him 
abroad, and in good health, after the dangerous and 
portentous malady he had undergone. Surprized at 
this ſalutation, the gentieman replied, it was true he 
had been a little out of order over night, but there was 
nothing at all extraordinary in his indiſpoſition.— Je- 
jr, not extraordinary!“ cried the other, “when you 

vomited «three black crows !\** This ſtrange exclama- 
tion the grave gentleman at firſt miſtook for raillery, 

though his friend was no joker; but perceiving in him 

all the marks of ſincerity and aſtoniſhment, he ſuddenly 

changed his opinion, and after a ſhort reverie, taking 

him aſide, expreſſed himſelf in theſe words: “ Sir, it 

is not unknown to you that I am at preſent engaged in 

a treaty of marriage, which would have been {ſettled 

long ago, had it not been retarded by the repeated ma- 

chinations of a certain perion who profeſſed himſelf m 
rival, Now J am fully perſuaded that this affair of the 
three crows is a ſtory of his invention, calculated to 
prejudice me in the opinion of the lady, who, to be ſure, 
would not chuſe to marry a man who has a rookery in 
his bowels; and therefore I muſt inſiſt upon knowing 
your author of this ſcandalous report, that I may be 
able to vindicate my character from the malicious aſ- 
periion.”” His friend, who thought the demand was 
very rcaſonable, told him without heſitation, that he 
was made acquainted with the circumſtance of his diſ- 
Kkmper by Mr, Such-a-one, their common acquain- 
8 2 tance z 
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208 PEREGRINE PICKLE. | 
tance: upon which the perſon who conceived himſelf 
injured, went immediately in queſt of his ſuppoſed de- 
famer, and having found him“ Pray, Sir,“ ſaid he, 
with a peremptory tone, © who told you that I vomir- 
ed three black crows?” “ Three!“ anſwered the 
gentleman, “ I mentioned two only.“ Zounds, 
Sir!“ cried the other, incenſed at his indifference, 
cc you will find the two too many, if you refuſe to diſ- 
cover the villainous ſource of ſuch calumny.“ The 
gentleman, ſurprized at his heat, ſaid he was ſorry to 
find he had been the accidental inſtrument of giving im 
offence, ' but tranſlated the blame (if any there was) 
from himſelf to a third perſon, to whole information 
he owed his knowledge of the report. The plaintiff, 
according to the direction he received, repaired to the 
houſe of the accuſed ; and his indignation being inflam- 
ed at finding the ſtory had already circulated among his 
acquaintance, he told him, with evident marks of dit- 
pleaſure, that he was come to pluck the ſam: brace of 
crows which he ſaid he had diſgorged. The defendant 
ſeeing him very much irritated, poſitively denied that 
he had mentioned a brace; * One, indeed, ſaid he, 
„ T own II took notice of, upon the authority of your 
own phyſician, who gave me an account of it this morn- 
ing.“ By the Lord!” cried the ſufferer in a rage, 
which he could no longer contain, „“ that raſcal has 
been ſuborned by my rival to ſlander my character in 
this manner; but I'Il be rev-nzed, if there be either 
law or equity in England!“ He had ſcarce pronounced 
theſe wortls, when the doctor happened to enter the 
room : when his exaſperated patient lifting up his cane 
“ Sirrah,”* ſaid he, „if T live, I'll make that black 
crow the blackeſt cireumſtance of thy whole life and 
converſation!*? The phyſician, confounded at this ad- 
dreſs, aſſured him that he was utterly ignorant of his 
meaning: and when the other gentleman explained it, 
abſolutely denied the charge, afiirming he had ſaid no 
more than that he had vomited a quantity of ſomething 
as black as a crow, The landlord of the houle ac» 
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| PEREGRINE PICKLE, 209 
knowledged that he might have been miſtaken; and 
thus the whole myſtery vas explained. 

The company ſeemed to reliſh the ſtory of the three 
black crows, which they conſidered as an impromptu 
of Cadwallader's own invention; but, granting it to 
be true, they unanimouſly declared that it could have 
no weight in invalidating the teſtimony of divers per- 
fons of honour, who had been witneſſes of the magi- 
cian's ſupernatural ſkill; On the next day of conſulta- 
tion, the necromancer being in the chair, and his friend 
behind the curtain, the outward door was ſcarce open, 
wien a female viſitant flounced in, and diſcovered to 
the magician the features of one of thoſe inquiſitive 
ladies, whoſe curioſity he knew his confederate hael 
arouzed in the manner above deſcribed. She addreſted 
hericlf to him with a familiar air, obſerving, that ſhe 
had heard much of his great knowledge, and was come 
to be a witneſs of his art, which ſhe deſired him to diſ- 
play, in declaring what he knew to be her ruling 
paijion, 

Cadwallader, who was no ſtranger to her diſpoſit ion, 
aſſumed the pen without heſitation, and furniſhed her 
with an anſwer, importing, that the love of money pre- 

dominated, and ſcandal poſſeſſed the next place in her 
heart. Far from being offended at his freedom, ſhe 
commended his frankneſs with a ſmile; and, ſatisfied 
of his uncommon talents, expreſſed a deſire of being 
better acquainted with his perſon ; nay, ſhe began to 
catechiſe him upon the private hiftory of divers great 
fa. lies, in which he happened to be well verſed ; and 
he, in a myſterious manner, dropped fuch artful hints 
of his knowledge, that ſhe was amazed at his capacity, 
and actually aſked if his art was communicable. The 
conjuror replied in the affirmative; but, at the fame 
time, gave Yer to underſtand, that it was attainable by 
thoſe only who were pure and undefiled in point of 
chaſtity and honour; or fuch as, by a long courſe of 

nitence, had weaned themſelves from all attachments 
to the fleſh, She not only diſapproved, but ſeemed to 

S 3 doubt 
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doubt the truth of this aſſertion ; telling him, with a 
look of diſdain, that his art was not worth having, if 
one could not uſe it for the benefit of one's pleaſure: 
ſhe had even penetration enough to take notice of an in- 
conſiſtency in what he had advanced; and aſked, why 
he himſelf exerciſed his knowledge for hire, if he was 
ſo much detached from all worldly concerns. © Come, 
come, doctor, added ſhe, © you are in the right to be 
cautious againſt impertinent curioſity z but, perhaps, 
I may make it worth your while to be communicative. 
Theſe overtures were interrupted by a rap at the 
door, ſignifying the approach of another client; upon 
which the lady enquired for his private paſſage, through 
which ſhe might retire, without the riſk of being ſeen; 
when ſhe underſtood he was deficient in that conveni- 
ence, ſhe withdrew into an empty room, adjoining to 
the audience chamber, in order to conceal hericlf from 
the obſcrvation of the new comer. This was no other 
than the inamorata, who came by appointment to re- 
ctive the ſolution of her doubis; and the mitanthrope, 
glad of an opportunity to expoſe her to the cenſure of 
ſuch an indefatigable miniſter of fame as the perſon, who 
(he knew) would liſten from the next apartment, laid 
her under the neceſſity of refreſhing his remembrance 
with a recapitulation of her former confeſſion, which 
was almoſt finiſhed, when ſſic was alarmed by a noiſe at 
the door, occaſioned by two gentlemen, who attempted 
to enter by force. 
Terrified at this uproar, which diſconcerted the ma. 
gician himſelf, ſhe ran for ſhelter into the place which 
was pre-occupied by the other lady, who — this 
diſturbance, had cloſed the window-ſhutters, that ſhe 
might have the better chance of remaining unknown, 
Here they enſconced themſelves, in the utmoſt confter- 
nation, while the necromancer, after ſome recollection, 
ordered Hadgi to open the door, and admit the rioters, 
who (he hoped) would be over-awed by the authority 
of his appearance. The janitor had no ſooner obeyed 
his initructions, than in ruſhed a young libertine, who 
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had been for ſome time on the town, together with his 
tutor,  wito was a worn-out debauchee, well krown to 
the magician. They were both in that degree of in- 
toxication neceſſary to prepare ſuch diſpolitions for 
what they commonly call frolicks, and the ſober part 
of mankind feel to be extravagant outrages againſt the 
laws of their country, and the peace of their fellow- 
ſubjects. Having ſtaggered up to the table, the ſenior, 
who undertook to be ſpokeſman, ſaluted Cadwallader 
with—* How do'ſt do, old Capricorn? Thou ſeem'ſt 
to be a moſt venerable pimp, and, I doubt not, haſt 
abundance of diſcretion. Here is this young whore- 
maſter (a true chip of the old venerable block his father) 
and myſelf, come for a comfortable caſt of thy function. 
F don't mean that ſtale pretence of conjuring : damn tu- 
turity! let us live for the preſent, old Haly. Con'ure 
me up a couple of hale wenches, and, IT warrant, we 
ſhall get into the magick circle in a twinkling. What 
fays Galileo? What ſays the reverend Brahe? Here is 
a purſe, you pimp: hark, how it chinks! Tais is ſweeter 
than the muſick of the ſpheres.” . 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencounter, made 
no reply; but taking up his wand, waved it round nis 
head in 2 very myſterious motion, with a view of in- 
timidating theſe forward viſitants, who, far from he- 
ing awed by this lort of evolntion, became more and 
more obſtreperous, and even thieatened to pull him by 
the beard it he would not immediately comply with 
their deſire. Had he called his aſſociate, or even Had- 
gi, to his aid, he knew he could have ſoon calmed their 
turbulence z but, being unwilling to run the riſk of a 
diicovery, or even of a riot, he bethought himſelf of 
chaſtiſing their inſolence in another manner, that would 
be leſs hazardous, and rather more effe&tual. In con- 
ſequence of this ſuggeſtion, he pointed his wand to- 
wards the door of the apartment in which the ladies had 
taken fanctuary; and the two rakes, underſtanding the 

hint, ruſhed in without heſitation. 

The females, finding their place of retreat taken by 

| aſſault, 


1712 PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
aſſault, ran about the room in great conſternation, and 
were immediately taken priſoners by the aſſailants, who 
pulling them towards the windows, opened the ſhut- 
ters at the ſame inſtant of time, when (ſrrange to teil!) 
one of the heroes diſcovered in the prize he had made, 
the very wife of his hoſom: and his companion perceiv- 
ed that he had ſtumbled in the dark upon his own mo- 
ther. Their mutual aſtoniſnment was unſpeakable at 
this eclairciſſement, which produced an univerſal ſilence 
for the ſpace of feveral minutes. During this pauſe 
the ladies having recollected themſelves, an expoſtula- 
tion was begun by the elder of the two, who roundly 
took her ſon to tatk for his diſerderly life, vehich laid 
her under the diſagreeable neceſſity of watching his mo- 
tions, and detecting nim in ſuch an iniamous place. 
While the careful mother thus exerciſed her talent 
for reprehenſion, the hopetul young gentleman, with 
an hand in each fob, ſtood whiſtling an opera-tune, 
without ſeeming to pay the moſt profound regard to his 
parent's reproof: and the other lady, in imitation of 
ſuch a conſummate pattern, began to open upon her 
huſband, whom ſhe bitterly reproached with his looſe- 
neſs and intemperance, demanding to know what he 
had to alledge in alleviation of his preſent miſconduct. 
The ſurprize occaſioned by ſuch an unexpected meeting 
had already in a great meaſure deſtroyed the effects of 
the wine he had ſo plentifully drank, and the firſt uſe 
he made of his recovered ſobricty, was to revolve with- 
in himſelf the motives that could poſſibly induce his 
wite to give him the rendezyons in this manner. As 
he had good reaſon to believe ſhe was utterly void of 
jealouſy, he naturally placed this rencontre to the ac- 
count of another paſſion; and his chagrin was not at 
all impaired, by the effrontery with which ſhe now 
preſumed to reprimand him. He liſtened to her, there- 
tore, with a grave or rather grim aſpect; and to the 
queſtion with which the concluded her rebuke, anſwer- 
ed with great compoſure “* All that J have to alledge, 
Madam, is, that the bawd has commited a miſtake, in 
| conſe- 
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conſequence of which we are both diſappointed: and 
fo, ladies, your humble ſervant.“ So ſaying, he retired 
with manifeſt confuſion in his looks; and as he paſſed 
through the audience-chamber, eyeing the conjuror 
aſkance, pronounced the epithet of precious raſcal ! 
with great emphaſis. Meanwhile the junior, like a 
dutiful child, handed his mamma to her chair; and 
the other client, after having reviled the necromancer, 
becauſe he could not foreſee this event, went away in 
a ſtate of mortification. 

The coaſt being clear, Peregrine came forth from 
his den, and congratulated his friend upon the peace- 
able iſſue of the adventure which he had overheard : 
bat, that he might not be expoſed to ſuch inconve- 
nience for the future, they reſolved, that a grate ſhould 
be fixed in the middle of the outward door, through 
which the conjuror himſelf might reconnoitre all the 
viſitants before their admiſſion ; ſo that, to thoie whoſe 
appearance he might not like, Hadgi ſhould, without 
opening, give notice that his maſter was engaged, B 
this expedient, too, they provided againſt thoſe ifficul. 
ties which Cadwallader muſt have encountered, in 
giving ſatisfaRion to ſtrangers whom he did not know x 
for the original intention of the founders was to con- 
fine the practice of their art to people of faſhion only, 
moſt of whom were perſonally known to the counter- 
feit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed theſe aftociates, Cadwallader in particular, 
notwithſtanding his boaſted inſight into the characters 
of life, never imagined that his pretended ſkill would 
be conſulted by any but the weaker minded of the fe- 
male ſex, incited by that ſpirit of curioſity which he 
knew was implanted in their nature: but, in the courte 
of his practice, he found himſelf cultivated in his pre- 
ternatural capacity by people of all ſexes, complexions, 
and degrees of reputation, and had occaſion to obſerve, 
that when the patfions are concerned, howſoever cool, 
cautious, and deliberate, the diſpoſition may otherwiſe 
be, there is nothing fo idle, frivolous, or abſurd, ta 
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214 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

- which they will not apply for encouragement and gra- 
tification. The lait occurrence, according to the hopes 
and expectation of the A ates, was whiſpered 
about by the ladics concerned, in fuch a manner, that 
the who'e affair was, in a few days, the univerſal 
topick of diſcourſe, in which it was retailed with num- 
berleſs embell: iſhents, invented by the parties them- 
ſelves, who had long indulged a p'que at each other, 
and took this oppor tunity of enjoy ng their reve nge. 

Theſe incidents, while they regaled their ſpleen, at 
the ſame time augmented the renown of the conjuror, 
who was deſcribed on both files as a very extraor- 
dinary perion in his way; 2:1 the alteration in his door 
was no {ooner performed, than he had cccaſion to avail 
himſelf of it, againſt the intruſion: of a great many, 
with whom he would have e it very "difficult to 
ſupport the fame he had acquired. 

Among thvſe who appevred at his grate, he percety- 
ed a Certain clergy man, whom he had long known an 
humble attendant on the great, and with ſome the re- 
puted miniſter of their pleaſures : this Levite had diſ- 
guiſed himſelf in a great coat, boots, and dreſs quite 
foreign to the habit worn by thoſe of his function; and 
being admitted, attempted to impoſe himſelf as a coun- 
try ſquire upon the conjuror, who calling him by his 

name, defired him to fit down. This reception cor- 
reſponding with the report he had heard, tonehing our 
magician's art, the doctor ſaid he wonld lay aſide all 
diſſimulation. After having proteſt ed an implicit be- 
lief, that his ſupernatural knowledge did not proceed 
from any communication with evil ſpirits, but was the 
immediate gift of Heaven, he declared the intention of 
his coming was to enquire into the health of a good 
friend and brother of his, who poſicſſ-d a certain living 
in the country, which he named; an, as he was old 
and infirm, to know what ſpace fame was allotted to 
him in this frail fate of mortality, that he might have 
the melancholy ſatisfactlon of attending him in his laſt 


moments, 
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moments, and aſſiſting him in his preparation for eter- 
nity. 

The conjuror, who at once perceived the purport of 
this queſtion, after a ſolemn pauſe, during which he 
ſeemed abſorbed in contemplation, delivered this re- 
ſponle to his conlulter : Though I foreſee ſome oc- 
currences, I do not pretend to be omniſcient. I know 
not to what age that clergyman's life will extend; but 
fo far I can penetrate into the womb of time, as to diſ- 
cern, that the incumbent will ſurvive his intended ſuc- 
ceſſor.“ This dreadiul ſentence in a moment baniſhed 
the blood from the face of the appaled conſulter, who 
Hearing his own doom pronounced, began to tremble in 
every joint; he lifted up his eyes in the agony of fear, 
and ſaying— The will of God be done!“ withdrew in 
filent deſpondence, his teeth chattering with terror and 
diſmay. 

This client was ſucceeded by an eld man about the 
age of ſeventy-five, who being reſolved to purchaſe a 
leaſe, defired to be determined in the term of years by 
the necromancer's advice; obſerving, that as he had no 
children of his own body, and had no regard for his 
heirs at law, the purchaſe would be made with a view 
to his own convenience only; and therefore, conſidering 
his age, he himſelf heſitated in the period of the leaſe, 
between thirty and threeſcore years. 

The conjuror, upon due deliberation, adviſed him to 
double the laſt ſpecified term, becauſe he diſtinguiſhed 
in his features ſomething portending extreme old age 
and ſecond childhood, and he ought to provide for that 

ſtate of incapacity, which otherwiſe would be attended 
with infinite miſery and affliction. The ſuperannuated 
wretch, thunder-ftruck with this prediction, held up 
his hands, and in the firſt tranſports of his apprehen- 
fion, exclaimed—* Lord have mercy upon me! I have 
not wherewithal to purchaſe ſuch a long leaſe, and I 
have long outlived all my friends; what then muſt be- 
come of me, ſinner that I am, one hundred and twenty 
years hence! Cadwallader, (who enjoyed his _ 
under 
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under pretence of alleviating his concern, told him that 
hat he had prognofticated did not deprive him of 
the means which he and every perſon had in their 
power, to curtail a life of misfortune; and the old 
gentleman went away, ſeemingly comforted with the 
aſſurance, that it would always be in his power to em- 
ploy an _ for his eee wendet | 
Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magician was 
viſited by one of thoſe worthies, known among thre 
Romans by the appellation of Heredipetes, who had 
amaſſed a large fortune by a cloſe attention to the im- 
mediate wants and weakneis of raw unexpcriencd 
heirs, This honourable uſurer had fold an annuity 
upon the life of a young ſpendthrift, being thereto in- 
duced by the affirmation of his phyſician, who had al- 
fured him his patient's conſtitution was ſo rotten, that 
he could not live one year to an end: he had, never- 
theleſs, made ſhift to weather eighteen months, ang 
now ſeemed more vigorous and healthy than he had 
ever been kyowny for he was ſuppoſed to have nouriſh 
ed an hereditary pox from his cradle. Alarmed wt 
this alteration, the ſeller came to confult Cadwallader 
not only about the life of the annuitant, but allo con- 
cerning the ftate of his health at the time of his pur- 
chaſing the annuity, purpoſing to tac the phyſician for 
falſe intelligence, ſhould the conjuror declare that the 
oung man was found, when the doctor pronounced 
lim diſeaſed. But this was a piece of ſalis faction be 
did not obtain from the miſanthrope; who, in order to 
punith his ſordid difpoſit ion, gave him to underſtand, 
that the phyſician had told him the truth, and nothing 
but the truth; and that the young gentleman was in a 
fair way of atiaining a comfortable old age. That 
is to ſay, cried the client, in the impatience of his mor- 
tification at this anſwer, * bating accidents ; for, thank 
God, the annuitant does not lend the moſt regular life; 
beſides, I am credibly informed he is cholerick and 
raſh; ſo that he may be concerned in a dye! : then 
- tha are ſuch things as riots in the ſtreet, in waich a 
rakes 
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rake's ſkull may be caſually cracked; he may be over- 
turned in a coach, overſet in the river, thrown from a 
vicious horſe, overtaken by a cold, endangered by a 
ſurfeit ; but what I place my chief confidence in, is ar 


hearty pox, a diſtemper which hath been fatal to his 


whole family. Not but that the iſſue of all theſe 
things is uncertain ; and expedients might be found 
which would more effectually anſwer the purpoſe. I 
know they have arts in India, by which a man can ſe- 
cure his own intereſt, in the ſalutation of a friendly 
ſhake by the hand ; and I do not doubt that you who 
have lived in that country are maſter of the ſecret. T'o 
be ſure, if you was inclined to communicate ſuch a 
noſtrum, there are abundance of people who would pur- 
chaſe it at a very high price. 

Cadwallader underſtood this inſinuation, and was 
tempted to amuſe him in ſuch a manner as would tend 
to his diſgrace and confuſion ; but, conſidering that 
the caſe was of too criminal a nature to be tampered 
with, he withſtood his defire of puniſhing this rapa- 
cious cormorant any other way than by telling him, he 
would not impart the ſecret Ge his whole fortune ten 
times doubled; ſo that the uſurer retired, very much 
diſlatisfied with the iſſue of his conſultation. 

The next perſon who preſentedl himſelf at this altar 
of intelligence, was an author, who recommended him- 
{elf to a gratis advice, by obſerving that a prophet and 
poet were known by the ſame appellation among the 
ancients ; and that, at this day, both the one and the 
other ſpoke by inſpiration. The conjuror refuſed to 
own this affinity, which, he ſaid, formerly ſubſiſted, 
becauſe both ſpecies of the Yates were the children of 
fiction; but as he himſelf did not fall under that pre- 
dicament, he begged leave to diſown all connection 
with the family of the poets; and the poor author 
would have been diſmiſſed without his errand, though 
he offered to leave an ode as ſecurity for the magician's 
fee, to be paid from the profits of his firſt third night, 


had not Cadwallader's curioſity prompted him to know | 
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the ſubject of this gentieman's enquiry. He therefore 
told him, that in conſideration of his genius, he would 
for once ſatisfy him without a fee; and deſired him to 
ſpecify the doubts in which he wiſhed to be reſolved. 

The fon of Parnaſſus, glad of this condeſcenſion, for 
which he thanked the necromancer, gave him to under. 
ſand, that he had ſome time before preſented a play in 
manuſcript to a certain great man, at the head of tate, 
who had not only read and approved of the perfor- 
mance, but alſo undertaken to introduce and ſupport it 
on the ſtage; that he (the author) was aſſured by this 

atron, that the play was already (in conſequence of 
his recommendation) accepted by one of the managers, 
who had faithfully promifed to bring it to light; but 
that when he waited on this. ſame manager, to now 
waen he intended to put his production in rehearſal, 
the man declared he had never ſeen or heard of the 
piece. Now, Mr. Con'uror,* ſaid he, I want to 
know whether or not my play has been preſented, and 
it I have any ſort of chance of ſceing it acted this win- 
ter.” 

. Cadwallader, who had, in his younger days, ſported 
among the theatrical muſes, began to loſe his temper 
at this queſtion, which recalled the remembrance of his 
own diſappointments ; and diſpatched the author with 
an abrupt anſwer, importing that the affairs of the 
ſtage were altogether without the ſphere of his divina- 
tion, being entirely regulated by the demons of diſſi- 
mulation, ignorance, and caprice. 

It would be an endleſs taik to recount every indi- 
vidual reſponſe which our magician delivered m the 
ceurſe of his conjuration. He was conſulted in all 
caſes of law, phyiick, and trade, over and above the 
ordinary ſubjects of marriage and fornication; his ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance were ſolicited by ſharpers; who de- 
ſired to poſſeſs an intallible method of cheating unper- 
ceived; by fortune-hunters, who wanted to make 
prize of widows and heirefles ; by dehauchees, who 
were diſpoled to lie with other men's wives; by cox- 

| combs, 
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eorabs, wha longed for the death of their fathers ; by 
wenches with child, who wiſhed themſelves rid of their 
burdens; by merchants, who had inſured above value, 
and thirſted after the news of a wreck; by under- 
writers, who prayed for the gift of preſcience, thut they 
might venture money upon ſuch ſhips only as ſhoujd 

ertorm the voyage in ſafety; by Jews, who wanted 
to foreſee the fluctuations of ſtock ; by uturers, wha 
advance money upon undecided cauſes; by clients, who 
vere dubious of the honeſty of their council: in ſhort, 
all matters of uncertain iſſue were appealed to this 
tribunal ; and, in point of calculation, De Morvre was 
utterly neglected. 

| CHAT, XK. 

The Conjuror and his Afſoctate execute. a Plan of Ven- 
geance againſt certain Infidels who pretend to deſpiſe 
their Art; and Peregrine atchieves an Adventure 
with a young Nobleman. 


4 ** 
RY theſe means, the whole variety of characters un- 


diſguiſed, paſſed as it were in review before the 
confederates, who, by divers ingenious contrivances, 
puniſhed the moſt flagrant offenders with as much ſe- 
verity as the nature of their plan would allow. At 
lepgth, they projected a ſcheme for chaſtiſing a number 
of their own acquaintance, who had all along profeſſe 
the utmoſt contempt for the talent of this conjuror, 


which they endeavoured to ridicule in all companies, 


where his ſurpriſing art was the ſubiect of diſcourſe; 
not that they had ſenſe and diſcernment enough to per- 
ceive the abſurdity of his pretenſions, but affected a 
fingularity of opinion, with a view of inſulting the in- 
ferior underſtending of thoſe who were deceivea by 
ſuch an idle impoſtor. | 

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reaſons, had always 
eſpouſed their judgment in this caſe, and joined them 
in reviling the publick character of his friend: but he 
knew how far the capacities of thoſe virtuoſi extended, 
and had frequently caught them in the fact of recount. 
ing their exploits againſt the conjuror, which were the 

2 productions 
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productions of their own invention only. On theſe con- 
ſiderations, his wrath was kindled againſt them, and he 
accordingly concerted meaſures with his coadjutor for 
overwhelming them with confuſion and diſmay. 

In the firſt place, a report was ſpread by his emiſ- 
faries, that the magician had undertaken to entertain 
their view with the appearance of any perſon whom his 
cuſtomers ſhould defire to ſee, whether dead, or at the 
diſtance of a thouſand leagues. This extraordinary 
propoſal chancing to be the ſubje& of converſation, in 
a place where moſt of thoſe infiels were aſſembled, 
they talked of it in the uſual ſtyle, and ſome of them 
ſwore the fellow ought to be pillored for his preſump- 
tion, : 

Our hero, ſeizing this favourable opportunity, ac- 
quieſced in their remarks, and obſerved with great ve- 
hemence, that it would be a meritorious action to put 
the raſcal to the proof, and then toſs him in a blanket 
for non-performance. They were wonderfully pleaſed 
with this ſuggeſtion, and forthwith determined to try 
the experiment ; though, as they underſtood the appa- 
rition would be produced to one only at a time, they 
could not immediately agree in the choice of the per- 
ſon who ſhould ſtand the firſt brunt of the magician's 
ſkill, While each of them ſeverally excuſed himſelf 
from this preference on various pretences, Peregrine 
readily undertook the poſt, — great confidence 
of the conjuror's incapacity to give him the leaſt cauſe 
of apprehenſion. 

This point being ſettled, they detached one of their 
number to Crabtree, in order to beſpeak and adjuſt the 
hour and terms of the operation, which he inſiſted upon 
performing at his own apartment, where every thing 
was prepared for the occaſion. At the appointed time, 
they went thither in a body, to the number of ſeven, 
in full expectation of detecting the impoſtor z and were 
received with ſuch gloomy formality, as ſeemed to have 
an effect upon the countenances of ſome among them 
though they were encouraged by the vivacity of 
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Pickle, who affected a double ſhare of petulance, for 
the more effectual accompliſhment of his purpote. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interrogations 
they uttered, in the levivy of their infolence, at the 
firſt entrance, but ordered Hadgi to conduct them 
through the next room, that they might ſee there was 
no previous * -pparatus to affright their deputy with 
objects forcign to his undertaking, They found no 
thing but a couple of wax tapers burning on a allle 
that 1080 with a chair by it, in the middle of the 
apartment, and returned to the zudience- chamber, 
leaving Peregrine by himſelf, to encounter the phan- 
tom of that perſon, whom they ſhould (without his 
knowledge) delire the magictun to conjure up to his 
View. 

All the doors being ſhut, and the company feated, a 
profound ſilence enſued, together with a tace of dreads 
ful expectat ion, encouraged by the 2 flame of the 
5 which were tippe d with ſulphur lor that pur- 

oe, and heightened by the diſmal ſound of a large 
bell, which Hadgi tolled in the anti-chamber. Cad 
wallader having thus practiſed upen their ignorance 
and fear, deſired them to name the perſon to be Plo- 


duced. After ſome whilpers among themlelves, ng 


of them took the pen, and writing the name of Cu; 
modore Trunnion upon a ſlip of paper, put it into the 
hands of the magician, who roſe from his ſeat, and 
opening the door of his cloſet, qiſplayed to their view 
a ſkull, with thigh bones croſſed upon a table covered 
with black cloth. 

This melancholy ſpectacle made a remarkable im- 
preſſion upon the imaginations of the company, act 
prepoſſeſſed by the previous ceremony; and they began 
to ſurvey one another with looks of conſternation, 
while Cadwallader, ſhutting himſelf in the cloiet, tha 
was contigous to the chamber in which his iriend Pe- 
regrine was ſtationed, thruſt the label with his uncic's 
name through a fall chink in the partition, accord- 


ing to agreement, muttering all the time a ſort of 
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gibberiſh that encreaſed the panick of his audience; 
then returning to the chair, the knell was knolled again, 
and Pickle called aloud, Damn your mummery! 
why don't you diſpatch ?” 

This was a ſignal to Crabtree, who thus certified of 
his having received the paper, ſtood up and waved his 
wand in the figure of an S. The motion being thrice 
performed, their ears were all of a ſudden invaded by 
a terrible noiſe in the next room, accompanied with the 
voice of Peregrine, who exclaimed in a tone of horror 
and amazement—* Guard me, Heaven! my uncle Trun- 
nion!* This ejaculation had ſuch an effect upon the 
hearers, that two of them ſwooned with fear, a third 
fell npon his knees and prayed aloud, while the other 
three, in a tranſport of diſmay and diſtraction, burſt 
open the door, and ruſhed into the haunted chamber, 
where they found the table and chair overturned, and 
Peregrine extended, (in all appearance) without ſenſe 
or motion, upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples; and 
the firſt ſymptom of his recovery, which they perceived, 
was an hollow groan; after which he pronounced theſe 
words: Merciful powers! if I live, I ſaw the com- 
modore with his black patch, in the very cloaths he 
wore at my ſiſter's wedding.“ This declaration com- 
pleated their aſtoniſhment and terror : they obſerved a 
wildneſs in his looks, which he ſeemed to bend on 
ſomething concealed from their view; and were infected 
by his appearance to ſuch a pitch of ſuperſtition, that 
it would have been an eaſy matter to perſuade them 
that the chair and table were apparitions of their fore- 
fathers, However, they conducted Peregrine into the 
council-chamber, where the conjuror and Hadgi were 
employed in miniſtering to thoſe who had fainted. 
The patients having received the uſe of their faculties, 
Cadwallader aſſuming a double portion of ſeverity in 
his aſpect, aſked if they were not aſhamed of their 
former incredulity, declaring, that he was ready to give 
them more convincing proots of his art upon the . 
and 
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and would immediately recal three generations of their 
progenitors from the dead, if they were diſpoſed to re- 

lim ſuch company. Then turning to one of them 
whoſe great - grandfather had been hanged—* Are you,” 
ſaid he, © ambitious of ſeeing the firſt remarkable per- 
ſonage of your family? Say the word, and he ſhall 
appear.” 

This youth who had been the moſt inſolent and 
obſtreperous of the whole ſociety, and was now de- 
preſſed with the ſame proportion of fear, alarmed at 
the propoſal, aſſured the magician he had no curioſity 
of that ſort remaining ; and that what he had already 
ſeen, would, he hoped, have a good effect upon his 
future life and converſation, Every one of thele heroes 
made an acknowledgment and profeſſion of the ſame 
kind, ſome of which were attended with tears; and 
Hadgi having provided chairs for the whole company, 
they departed exceedingly creſt- fallen. Two of the 
number actually ſickened with the agitation they had 
undergone, while our hero and his aflociate made 
themſelves merry with the ſucceſs of their enterprize. 
But this ſcheme of fortune-telling did not engroſs 
his whole attention; he ſtill continued to maintain his 
appearance in the beau- monde; and as his expence 
far exceeded his income, ſtrove to contract intimacies 
with people of intereſt and power; he ſhewed him- 
ſelf regularly at court, paid his reſpects to them in all 
places of publick 1 and frequently entered into 
their parties either of pleaſure or cards. In the courſe 
of this cultivation, he happened one evening, at a cer- 
tain chocolate-houſe, to overlook a match at picquet, 
in which he perceived a couple of ſharpers making a 
prey of a young nobleman, who had neither temper 
nor {kill ſuſhcient to cope with ſuch antagoniſts, 

Our hero being a profeſſed enemy to all knights of 
indultry, could not bear to ſee them cheat in publick 
with ſuch inſolent audacity. Under pretence of com- 
municating ſome buſineſs of impartance, he begged the 
favour of ſpeaking to the young gentleman in another 
corner 
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corner of the room, and in a friendly manner cautioned 
him againſt the arts of his 5 This hot- headed 
repreſentative, far irom thinking or owning” himielf 
obliged to Pickle for his good count?l, looked upon 
his advice as an inſult upon his underſtanding; and re- 
plied . an air of ferocious diipl-afure, that he knew 
how to take care of his own concerns, and would not 
ſuffer either him or them to bubble him out of one 
ſnilling. jt. 

Peregrine, offended at the aſſoeiation, : as well as at 
the ingratit ude and folly of this conceited coxcomb, 
expreſſed his reſentment, by telling him, that he ex- 
pected at leaſt an acknowledgment for his candid in- 
tention; but he found his intelle&s too mric! h warped 
by his vanity, to perceive his own want of capacity 
and experience. Inflamed by this reproof, the young 
nobleman challenged him to play for five hundred 
pounds, witn many opprobrious, or at leaſt contemp- 
tuous terms of defiance, which provoked our hero to 
accept the propolal. After the other had diſengaged 
himſelf from the old rooks, who were extremely mor- 
tified at the interruption, the two young champions fat 
down, and Fortune acting with uncommon impartiality, 
Pickle, by the ſuperiority of his talents, in two hours 
won to the amount of as many thouſand pounds, for 
which he was obliged to take his antagoniſt's note, the 
ſharpers having previouſly ſecured his ready-money. 

Frantick with his loſs, the raſh- young man vrould 
have continued the game, and doubled ſtakes every 
time; fo that Peregrine might have cnereated his ac- 
quiſition to ten times the ſum he had gained; but he 
thought he had already ſufficiently chaſtiſed the pre- 
ſumption of the challenger, and was unwilling to em- 
power Fortune to raviſh from him the fruits of his 
ſucceſs ; he therefore declined my lord's propoſal, un- 
leſs he would play for ready money; and his lordſhip 
having in vain tried his credit among the company, 
our adventurer withdrew, leaving him in an extaſy of 


rage and diſappointment, As 
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As the inſolence of his behaviour had inereaſed with 
his ill-luck, and he had given vent to divers expreſſions, 
which Peregrine took amiſs, our young gentleman re- 
ſolved to augment his puniſhment, by teazing him with 
demands which could not, he knew, be immediately 
ſatisfied; and the next day ſent Pipes to his father's 
houſe with the note, which was drawn payable upon 
demand. The debtor, who had gone to bed half diſ- 
trated with his misfortune, finding himſelf waked 
with ſuch a diſagreeable dunn, loſt all patience, curſed 
Pickle, threatened his meſſenger, blaſphemed with 
horrible execrations, and made ſuch a noiſe as reached 
the ears of his-father; who ordering his ſon to be called 
into his preſence, examined him about the cauſe of 
that uproar which had diſturbed the whole family. 
The young gentleman after having eſſayed to amuſe 
him with ſundry equivocations, which ſerved only to 
increaſe his ſuſpicion and defire of knowing the truth, 
acknowledged that he had loſt ſome money over night 
at cards, to a gameſter, who had been ſo impertinent 
as to ſend a meſſage, demanding it that morning, 
though he had told the fellow, that it would not ſuit 
him to pay it immediately, The father, who was a 
man of honour, reproached him with great ſeverity 
tor his profligate 8 in general, and this ſcan- 
dalous lebt in particular, which he believed to be ſome 
trifle; then giving him a bank note for five hundred 
pounds, commanded him to go and diſeharge it without 
loſs of time. This well-principled heir took the 
money, but inftead of waiting upon his creditor, 
he forthwith repaired to the gaming-houſe in hopes 
of retrieving his loſs; and before he roſe from the 
ne ſaw his note mortgaged for ſeven eighths of it's 
value. | 

Meanwhile, Pickle, incenſed at the treatment which 
his ſervant had received, and informed of his lerdſhip's 
ſecond Joſs, which aggravated his reſentment, deter- 
mined to preſerve no medium, and taking out a writ 
the ſame day, put it immediately in execution upon 
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the bofly of his debtor, juſt as he ſtepped into his chair 
at the door of White's Chocelate-houſe. The pri- 
ſoner being naturally fierce and haughty, attempted 
to draw upon the Bailiffs, 3 diſarmed him in a 
twinkling; and this effort ſerved only to heighten his 
diſgrace, which was w 'tneſſed by a thouſand people, 
moſt of whom laughed very heartily at the adventure 
of a lord's being arreſted. 

Such a publick tranſaction could not long eſcape the 
knowledge of his father, who, that very day, had the 
fatisfaftion to hear that his ſon was in a ſpunging-houſe. 
In conſcquence of this information, he ſent his ſteward 
to learn the particulars of the arreſt, and was equally 
offended, ſurprized, and concerned, when he under- 
ſtood the nature of the debt, TER he imagined his 
ſon had already diſcharged. Unwilling to pay ſuch a 
conſiderable ſum for a ſpendthr ift, whom he had but 
too much indulged, and who in leſs than one week 
might involve himſelf in ſuch another difficulty, the 
old gentl-man wrote a letter to Peregrine, repreſenting 
what a hardſhip it would he upon him to forteit ſuch 
ſums by the indiſcretion of a {on, whole engagements 
he was not bound to fulfil, and defiring ſome mitigation 
in his demands, as it was not a debt contracted for va- 
lue received, but incurred without ſubjecting him to 
the leaſt damage or inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no ſooner received this letter, than 
he went in perſon to wait upon the author, to hom 
he, in a candid manner, related the particular circum- 
ſtances of the match, together with the ingratitude and 
audacity of his ſon, which he owned had ſtimulated 
him to ſuch meaſures as he otherwiſe . would have 
ſcorned to take. The nobleman acknowledged the 
revenge was hardly adequate to the provocation, and 
condemned the conduct of his ſon with ſuch juſtice and 
integrity, as dijarmed Peregrine of his reſentment, and 
diſnoſed him to give him an undoubted proof of his 
own difintereſtedneſs, which he : immediately exhibited, 
by. producing the note, and tearing it to picces, after 


having 
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having aſſured his lordſhip that the writ ſhould be 
withdrawn, and the priſoner diſcharged before night. 

The earl, who perfectly well underſtood the value of 
money, and was no ſtranger to the character of man- 
kind, ſtood amazed at this ſacrifioe, which Pickle pro- 
teſted was offered by his eſteem for his lordſhip : and 
after having complimented him upon his generolity, in 
a very uncommon {rain of. encomium, begged the fa- 
vour of his acquaintance, and inſiſted upon his dining 
with him next day. The youth, proud of having met 
with ſuch an opportunity to diſtinguiſh himſelt, in leſs 
than an hour performed every article of his promiſæ; 
and in the morning was vilited by the debtor, who came 
by the expreſs order of his father, to thank him for 
the obligation under which he was laid, and to alk par- 
don for the oifehce he had given. 

This condeſcention was very glorious for our hero, 
who graciouſly received his ſubmiſſion, and accom- 
panied him to dinner, when he was careſled by the 
old carl with marks of particular affection and eſteem. 
Nor was his gratitude confined to exterior civility; he 
offered him the ule of his intereſt at court, which was 
very powerful, and repeated his deſire of ſerving him 
ſo preſſingly, that Peregrine thought he could not diſ- 
penſe with the opportunity of aſſiſt ing his abſent friend 
Godfrey, in. whoſe behalf he begged the influence of 
his lordſhip. 

The earl, pleaſed with this requeſt, which was ano- 
ther proof of the young gentleman's benevolence, ſaid, 
he would not fail to pay the utmoſt regard to his re- 
commendation; and in fix werks a captain's commiſ- 
ſion was actually ſigned for the brother of Emilia, who 
was very agreeably furprized at the intimation he re- 
ccived from the war-oftice, though he was utterly ig- 
norant of the canal through which he obtained that 
promotion. 
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CHAP. XIII. | 
Peregrine is celebrated os a Wit and Patron, and proceeds 
to entertain himſelf at the Expence of whom it did 
concern. | | 
IN the mean time, Peregrine flouriſhed in the ga 
ſcenes of lite, and (as I have already obſerved) had 
divers opportunities of profiting in the way of mar- 
riage, had not his ambition been a little too inordinate, 
_ his heart till biaſſed by a paſſion, which all the le- 
vity of youth could not balance, nor all the pride of 
yanity overcome. Nor was our hero unmarked in the 
world of letters and taſte: he had ſignalized bimſelf in 
ſeveral poetical productions, by which he had acquired 
a good ſhare of reputation; not that the pieces were 
ſuch as ought to have done much honour to his genius; 
but any tolerable performance from a perſon of his 
figure, and ſuppoſed fortune, will always be conſidered 
by the bulk of readers as an inſtance of aſtoniſhing ca- 
pacity: though the very ſame production, uſhered into 


the world with the name of an author in leſs affluent 


circumſtances, would de juſtly diſregarded and deſpiſed ; 
ſo much is the opinion of moſt people influenced and 
-overawed by ridiculous conſiderations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no 
ſooner diſtinguiſhed as an author, than he was marked 
out as a patron by all the ſtarving retainers to poetry 
he was ſolemnized in odes, celebrated in epigrams, and 
fed with the milk of ſoft dedication. His vanity even 
reliſhed this incenſe: and though his reaſon could not 
help deſpiſing thoſe that offered it, not one of them was 
ſent away unowned by his munificence. He began to 
think himſelf, in good earneſt, that ſuperior genius 
which their flattery had deſcribed ; he cultivated ac- 
quaintance with the wits of faſhion, and even compoſed 
in ſecret a number of bon mots, which he uttered in 
company as the impromptus of his imagination. In 
this practice, indeed, he imitated ſome of the moſt re- 
nowned geniuſes of the age, who (if the truth were 

known ) 
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known) have laboured in ſecret, with the ſweat of their 
brows, for many a repartee which they have vended 
as the immediate production of fancy and expreſſion. 
He was ſo ſucceſsful in this exerciſe of his talents, that 
his fame actually came in competition with that great 
man, who had _ ſat at the helm of wit: and in a 


dialogue that once happened between them, on the ſub- 


ject of a cork-ſcrew, wherein the altercation was diſ- 


charged (according to Bayes) wp for flap, daſh for 
daſh, our hero was judged to have the better of his lord- 
ſhip, by ſome of the minor ſatellites that commonly ſur- 
round and refle& the rays of ſuch mighty luminaries. 
In a word, he dipped himſelf ſo far in theſe literary 
amuſements, that he took the management of the pit 
into his direction, putting himſelf at the head of thoſe 


criticks who call themſelves the town; and in that 


capacity chaſtiſed ſeveral players who had been rendered 
inſolent and refractory by unmerited fucceſs. As for 
the new productions of the ſtage, though generally un- 
ſpirited and inſipid, they always enjoyed the benefit of 
his influence and protection; becauſe he never diſliked 
the performance ſo much as he ſympathized with the 
poor author, who ſtood behind the — in the moſt 
dreadful ſuſpenſe, trembling, as it were, on the very 
brink of damnation: yet, though he extended his gene- 
roſity and compaſs ion to the humble and needy, he ne- 
ver ſet ſlip one opportunity of mortifying villainy and 
arrogance. Had the executive power of the legiſlature 
heen veſted in him, he would have doubtleſs deviſed a 
{trange ſpecics of puniſhment for all offenders againſt 
humanity and decorum; but, reſtricted as he was, he 
employed his invention in ſubjecting them to the ridi- 
cule and contempt of their fellow- ſubjects. | 
It was with this view he ſet on foot the ſcheme of 
conjuration, which was ſtill happily carried on, and 
made uſe of the intelligence of his friend Cadwallader 
though he ſometimes converted this advantage to the 
purpoſes of gallantry, being (as the reader may have 
perceived) of a very amorons complexion. He not only 
Vol. III. U | acted 
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acted the reformer, or rather the caſtigator, in the 
faſhionable world, but alſo exerciſed his talents among 
the inferior claſs of people, who chaneed to incur his 
diſpleaſure. | 

One miſchievous plan that entered our hero's imagi- 
nation, was ſuggeſted by two advertiſements publiſhed 
in the ſame paper, by perſons who wanted to borrow 
certain ſums of money, for which they promiſed to 
give undeniable ſecurity. Peregrine, from the ſtyle 
and manner of both, concluded they were written by 
attornies, a ſpecies of people for whom he entertained 
his uncle's averſion. £ order to amuſe himſelf, and 
ſome of his friends, with their diſappointment, he wrote 

a letter ſigned A. B. to each advertiſer, according to 
the addreſs ſpecified in the newſpaper, importing, that 
if he would come with his writings to a certain coffee- 
Houſe near the Temple, preciſely at ſix o'clock in the 
evening, he would find a perſon fitting in the right hand 
box next the window, who would be glzd to treat with 
him about the ſubject of his advertiſement, and, ſhould 
his ſecurity be liked, wonld accommodate him with the 
ſum which he wanted to raiſe. Before the hour of this 
double appointment, Pickle, with his friend Cadwal- 
lader, and a few more gentlemen, to whom he hid 
thought proper to communicate the plan, went to the 
coffee-houſe, and ſeated themſelves near the place that 
was deſtined for their meeting. 

The hope of getting money had ſuch an evident ef- 
fect upon their punctuality, that one of them arrived a 
conſiderable time before the hour; and having reconnoi- 
tered the room, took his ſtation according to the direc- 
tion he had received, fixing his eyes upon a clock that 
ſtood before him, and aſking of the bar-keeper if it was 
not too ſlow. He had not remained in this poſture ma- 
ny minutes, when he was joined by a ſtrange figure, 
that waddled into the room with a bundle of papers in 
his boſom, and the ſweat running over his noſe. See- 
ing a man in the box to which he had been directed, 
he took it. for granted he was the lender; and as ſoon 

| I as 
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as he could recover his breath, which was almoſt ex- 


hauſted by the diſpatch he had made Sir, ſaid he, 


© I preſume you are the gentleman I was to meet about 
that loan. Here he was interrupted by the other, who 
eagerly replied— A B. Sir, I ſuppoſe.— The ſame, 


_ cried the laſt comer; © I was afraid I ſhould be too 


late; for I was detained beyond my expeCtation, by a 
nobleman in the other end of the town that wants to 
mortgage a ſmall trifle of his eſtate, about a thouſand a 
year ; and my watch happens to be in the hands of 
the maker, having met with an accident a few nights 
ago, which ſet it aſleep. But howſomeyer, there's no 
time loſt, and I hope this affair will be tranſacted to 
the ſatis faction of us both. For my own part, I love 
to do good offices myſelf, and therefore I expect no 
thing but what is fair and honeſt of other people. 

His new friend was exceedingly comforted by this 


declaration, which he conſidered as a happy omen of his 


ſucceſs ; and the hope of fingering the caſh operated 
viſibly in his countenance, while he expreſſed his ſatis- 
faction at meeting with a perſon of lach candour and 
humanity. The pleaſure, ſaid he, of dealing with 
an eaſy conſcientious man, is, in my opinion, ſuperior 
to that of touching all the money upon earth; for what 
joy can be compared with what a generous mind feels 
in befriending its fellow- creatures? I was never ſo 
happy in my life, as at one time inlending five hundred 
pounds to a worthy gentleman in diſtreſs, without in- 
ſifting upon rigid ſecurity. Sir, one may eaſily diſtin- 
guith an upright man by his countenance; for example 
now, I think I could take your word for ten thouſand 
pounds. The other with great joy proteſted, that he 
was right in his conjecture, and returned the compli- 
ment a thouſand fold; by which means the expecta- 
tion of both was wound up to a very intereſting pitch 
and both at the ſame inſtant began to produce their 
yapers, in the untying of which their hands ſhook 


with trayſports of eagerneſs and impatience, while their 
U 
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eyes were ſo intent upon their work, that they did not 
perceive the occupation of each other. | 

At length, one of them, having got the ſtart of the 
other, and unrolled ſeveral ſkins ” muſty parchment, 
directed his view to the employment of his friend; and 
ſeeing him fumbling at his bundle, aſked if that was a 
blank bond and conveyance which he had brought along 
with him. The other, without lifting up his eyes, or 
deſiſting from his endeavours to looſe the knot, which 
by this time he had applied to his teeth, anſwered his 
queſtion in the negative, obſerving, that the papers in 
his hand were the ſecurity which he propoſed to give 
for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the enquirer into a 
ſtare of infinite ſtolidity, accompanied with the word, 
© Anan!* which he pronounced in a tone of fear and 
aſtoniſhment. The other, alarmed at this note, caſt his 
eyes towards the ſuppoſed lender, and was in a moment 
infected by his aſpect. All the exultation of hope that 
ſparkled in their eyes was now ſucceeded by diſap- 
pointment and diſmay; and while they gazed ruefully 
at each other, their features were gradually elongated, 
like the tranſient curls of a Middle-row periwig. 

This emphatick ſilence was, however, broke by the 
laſt comer, who, in a faultering accent, deſired the other 
to recollect the contents of his letter. Ot your letter! 
cried the firſt, putting into his hand the advertiſement 
he had received from Pickle; which he had no ſooner 
peruſed, than he produced his own for the ſatisfaftion 
of the other party : ſo that another gloomy pauſe en- 
ſued, at the end of which each uttered a profound ſigh, 
or rather groan, and riſing up, ſneaked off without far- 
ther communication; he who ſeemed to be the moſt 
afflicted of the two, taking his departure with an ex- 
clamation of—* Humbugged, egad!* i 

Such were the amuſements of our hero, though they 
did not engroſs his whole time, ſome part of which was 
dedicated to nocturnal riots and revels, among a it 
of young noblemen, who had denounced war againit 


temperance, 
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temperance, ceconomy, and common ſenſe, and were, 


indeed, the devoted ſons of tumult, waſte, and prodi- 


gality. Not that Peregrine reliſhed thoſe ſcenes, which 
were a ſucceſsion of abſurd extravagance, devoid ef all 
true ſpirit, taſte, and enjoyment: but his vanity 
prompted him to mingle with thoſe who were intitled 
the choice ſpirits of the age; and his diſpoſition was 
ſo pliable, as to adapt itſelf eaſily to the meaſures of his 
company, where he had not influence enough to act in 
the capacity of director. Their rendezvous was at a 
certain tavern, which might be properly ſtyled the tem- 
ple of exceſs, where they left the choice of their fare to 
the diſcretion of their Laden, that they might ſave 
themſelves the pains of exerciſing their own reaſon; 
and in order to avoid the trouble of adjuſting the bill, 
ordered the waiter to declare how much every indivi- 
dual muſt pay, without ſpecifying the articles of the - 
charge. This proportion generally amounted to two 
guineas per head tor each dinner and fupper, and fre- 
ny exceeded that ſum; of which the landlord 
urft not abate, without running the riſk of having 
his noſe ſlit for his moderation, 
But this was a puny expence, compared with that 
which they often incurred by the damage done to the 
furniture and ſervants, in the madneſs of their intoxi- 
cation, as well as the loſs they ſuſtained at hazard, an 
amuſement to which all of them had recourſe in the 
progreſs of their debauches. This elegant diverſion 
was introduced, encouraged, and promoted, by a crew 
of rapacious ſharpers, who had made themſelves neceſ- 
fary companions to this hopeful generation, by the ta- 
lent of pimping and buffoonery. Though they were 
univerſally known, even by thoſe they preyed upon, to 
have no other means of earning their livelihood, than 


the moſt infamous and fraudulent practices, they were 


careſſed and courted by theſe infatuated dupes, when a 
man of honour, - who would not join in their exceſſes, 
would have been treated with the utmoſt indignity and 


contempt, 
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Though Peregrine, in his heart, deteſted thoſe aban- 
doned courſes, and was a profeſſed enemy to the whole 
ſociety of gameſters, whom he conſidered and always 
treated as the foes of human kind, he was inſenſibly 
accuſtomed to licentious riot, and even led impercepti- 
bly into play by thoſe cormorants, who are no leſs dan- 
gerous in the art of cheating, than by their conſummate 
ſkill in working upon the paſſions of unwary youth, 
They are, for the molt part, naturally cool, phlegma- 
tick, and crafty, and by a long habit of diſſimulation, 
have gained an abſolute dominion over the haſty paſ- 
tions of the heart, ſo that they engage with manifeſt ad- 
vantage over the impatience and impetuoſity of a warm, 
undeſigning temper, like that of our young gentleman, 
who, when he was heated with wine, miſled by exam- 
ple, invited on one hand, and defied on the other, for- 
got all his maxims of caution and ſobriety, and plung- 
ing into the reigning folly of the place, had trequent 
occaſions to moralize in the morning upon the lots of 
the preceding night. oe 
Thele penitential reflections were attended with 
many laudable reſolutions of profiting by the expert- 
ence which he had ſo dearly purchaſed ; but he was 
one of thole philoſophers, who always put off, till ano- 
ther day, the commencement of their reformation, 
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